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Water your taste buds with a melon 


By Ilham Sadaq 

Star Staff Writer 

MELONS, MELONS, melons: lei there be melons 
everywhere! Because of the recent rains and the hot 
weather over ihe Iasi few weeks, the melon harvest 
this year is unusually large, and the craze for these 
tasty pink-and-green ovoid shapes is already gear¬ 
ing up. Keep the mono “quench your thirst" in 
mind as you wander from tent to tent and melon to 
melon in downtown Amman and Zarqa*—or almost 
anywhere in the Kingdom—and indeed you'll find 
your thirstiest dreams perpetually satisfied by this 
most watery of fruits. 

But it isn’t just the melons themselves that are 


essential in this season of rising thirsts—there is 
also the ritual involved in searching out a good 
one. Melons are harvested and brought in from 
nearby farms to vendors who'hoist temporary tents 
on city streets and along all Jordan's highways, 
where they hawk this luscious fruit lt> any and all— 
and because of the plentiful supply this year, at an 
unusually low price. 

Since the tents perform the double duty of being 
both a shop and a home to the vendors during the 
harvest season, it's a simple matter to buy a taste at 
any time of the day or night—the merchant is both 
always home yet always open, providing a perfect 
situation for seller and buyer alike. 


They say you can't tell a melon by its cover For 
all the techniques used to determine which melons 
are ripe—from tapping the skin with your-knuckle 
and listening for a certain echo, to shaking it, roll-' 
ing it on the pavement, talking to it and listening 
for a littlemgHMfi^uo tell you he’6 ready to be 
let out^dBR^M^^^niclljng the skin in an 
attem j BMBKyfl^Rhtivfe drift of a certain odor 
that iKnK?L^iran is well and ready and sweet— 
therjfis no uhqiIo actually tell boL to cut the melon. 

ftljis. tfie rule “the deeper the red, the sweeter 
\v Continued on page 2 
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Albright calls for 
Israeli flexibility 

"...in response primarily to Israeli requests, we allowed more time 
and then more time and then more time for our suggestions to be 
studied, considered and discussed...” - Madeleine Albright 
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By Thomas W. Lippman 
WASHINGTON—Under fire 
from some Jewish groups and 
members of Congress for 
negotiating tactics that put 
^pressure on Israel. Secretary of 
rotate Madeleine Albright 
appealed io the Israelis Tues- 
. day io accept US terms for 
resuming negotiations with the 
Palestinians'that she called 
“balanced, flexible, practical 
and reasonable." 

In a hastily scheduled 
speech and news conference at 
the National Press Club, Alb¬ 
right portrayed herself and 
President Clinton as dogged 
supporters of Israeli interests 
who have “gone the extra 
20.000 miles" to obtain what 
Israel said it wanted, acceler¬ 
ated negotiations on the “final 
status" of Israel's borders, the 
return or Palestinian refugees 
l .and Lhe future of Jerusalem. 

She said she hoped her 
scheduled meeting here 
Wednesday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
will result in an agreement 
enabling the United States “to 
re-issue the invitation for 


accelerated permanent-status 
talks to be held under Presi¬ 
dent Clinton's auspices in 
Washington very soon." 

Just over a week ago in Lon¬ 
don, Albright ihvited Neiany- 
hau to join Clinton and Pales¬ 
tinian Leader Yasser Arafat in 
Washington Monday to begin 
those “final status” talks, but 
only if Israel first agreed to US 
“ideas" about the next phase of 
Israeli military redeployment 
in the occupied West Bank. 

Netanyahu refused, saying 
the US demand tor a hand¬ 
over of an additional 13.1 per¬ 
cent of the West Bank would 
endanger Israeli security. 

The US overture was por¬ 
trayed as a last-ditch US effort 
to break an impasse that threat¬ 
ened to undo years of Middle 
East diplomacy. But it pro¬ 
voked criticism from many 
members of Congress, who 
said Washington should not be 
making security decisions on 
Israel's behalf or dictating 
terms to an ally. 

Albright took heavy criti¬ 
cism last week in a bruising 
hour-long conference call with 


leaders of US Jewish organiza¬ 
tions, according to partici¬ 
pants. and said she found it 
"hurtful" that they would sug¬ 
gest that the administration 
was undermining Israel's 
security. 

In that conversation, even 
those participants who favor 
peace with the Palestinians 
and have criticized Netan¬ 
yahu's negotiating tactics drew 
the line at the administration's 
effort to s*:i die terms for a 
continuation of the talks, sev¬ 
eral ol them said. 

Tuesday, Albright met with 
a smaller group of Jewish lead¬ 
ers and apparently made some 
headway in easing their 
concerns. 

“She was very hopeful that 
Lhe meeting (with Netanyahut 
would be positive, and we 
came away feeling that the 
environment is a very healthy 
one," said Mel Salberg. chair¬ 
man of the Conference of Pres¬ 
idents of Major American Jew¬ 
ish Organizations. 

In her Press Club remarks. 
Albright sought to reassure 
Israel of US support, placate 


critics hy convincing them US 
tuciics are in Israel's interest, 
rebut charges that Washington 
is violating past agreements 
with Israel and persuade 
Netanyahu to buy the US 
package. 

That package “is not a take- 
it-or-leave-it deal." she sard in 
response to a question, hut 
“we're not going to water 
down our ideas." 

Clinton had previously, 
authorized Albright-to deliver, 
if necessary, a strong speech in 
which the US terms—never 
formally published—would be 
made public to ratchet up the 
pressure on Israel. Instead, the 
speech she delivered Tuesday 
sought to turn up the heat on 
Israel while offering Netan¬ 
yahu. in effect, one more 
chance to avoid an overt 
breach. 

While she stressed the 
responsibilities of both Israel 
and the Palestinians to work 
harder for peace, her summary 
of the events of the past year 
made clear that she holds 
Israel responsible for the 

Continued on page 2 






Palestinian refugees in Amman, 1949 


PNA releases schedule 


TO MARK the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the Palestinian disaster, 
Natcbeh. the Palestinian 
National Authority released the 
schedule for the main events in 
the Palestine Authority areas 
and in the Occupied Territories. 

Today. Thursday, according 
to the schedule, approximately 
one million Palestinians will 
take part in the largest-ever 
march by Palestinians since the 
loss of their homeland in 1948. 
Secretarial members have been 
holding a series of contacts 
with Palestinian officials and 


public figures to insure that 
ceremonial events cake place 
with utmost success. 

The schedule, released 
Thursday, asked’ Palestinians 
throughout the “territories to 
gather at 10:00 am in the main 
centers of their respective 
towns .and villages. The 
marches will take place an 
hour later, starting from the 
gathering points to destinations 
designated by the planners. 

At 12.-00 Palestinian time, 
mourning sires will be broad¬ 
cast through Voice of Palestine 


43 %. 
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GID works to end rise 
of fanatic elements 






By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Stuff Writer 
JORDANIAN SECURITY 
forces may be nearing the end 
of a clean up campaign target¬ 
ing "elements aimed at desta¬ 
bilizing the security of Jordan." 
an official source told The Star. 

The campaign. which 
according to the source started 
lust month, will continue until 
lhe Kingdom is purged ol these 
elements. 

The fruits oF the campaign, 
led hy the General Intelligence 
Dept (GID). revealed in a short 
spjee of time that a militant 
group was behind a rcccnr 
spate of bombing* that targeted 
public places and establish¬ 
ment figures. 

Dunne the last two weeks 


GID agents rounded up seven 
Jordanians and are fracking 
down one Arab, all of whom 
were allegedly involved in the 
scries of attacks. ' ' 

The group, whose name was 
not identified, was described by 
Acting Minister for Informa¬ 
tion Nasser Lowzi as "Islamist 
fundamentalist." During a press 
conference held last Sunday. 
Luw/.i accused "outside par¬ 
ties" of being behind the group, 
aiding them both financially 
and organizationally. The Min¬ 
ister declined to identify the cit¬ 
izenship of the foreign Arab 
involved, hut said that his name 
was “Abdel Nasser Abu 
Shanah. of Arab nationality, 
who is still at large outside the 
country," 


The group's activities 
resulted in property damage, 
and although no one was 
injured in the attacks, they 
caused considerable concern 
amongst the public. The series 
of attacks waslatmcJssTlTr late 
March, the first targeting the 
Modern American School, 
where a home-made bomb 
exploded in its kindergarten. 
Less than a month later the 
same group fircbombed a high¬ 
way traffic police station in 
Wadi El Seer. A week later 
they set fire to a car belonging 
to former intelligence chief 
Mohammad Rasoul AT Kilani. 

Later that, day, the .group 
planted a bomb that exploded 

Continued on page 2 


radio, and will also be sounded 
through megaphones of local 
mosques. Immediately: follow¬ 
ing the sirens. Palestinians will 
stand silently for one minute in 
remembrance of Palestinian 
and Arab martyrs who fell in 
the struggle for Palestinian 
liberation. 

. The Palestinian national' 
anthem will be played, fol¬ 
lowed by a speech from Pales¬ 
tinian President Yasser. Arafat 
Palestinian poet. Mahmoud 
Darwish, will latdr head a spe¬ 
cial appeal, addressed from the 
people of Palestine to all 
nations throughout the world/ 

On May 14.1948, the British. 
Mandate came to an end in Pal¬ 
estine: One day later. David 
Ben Gurion unilaterally pro¬ 
claimed lhe Jewish nation. That 
day. known as (he day of nak- 
bch. Arabic for ‘disaster 1 , has 
since become a mourning day 
for Palestinians. -. 

This year.' half a century 
after the creation of Israel, 
more than half of the Palestin¬ 
ian people remain in exile. 
Their right to return has. never. 
been rec o gnized by Isra e l:- 
Thor cause is among a set of 
issues that both- the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and 
Israel agreed in the Oslo 
Accords, to leave to the final;, 
status talks. .. 

Palestinians living ] inside 
Israel will also participate in 
the national mourning day. 
Their main rally will be held in 
the demolished village.' of 
Safourya in the Galilee. March¬ 
ers ore expected to come Irom' 
surrounding, areas, including 
Shnfa Arm- and Nazareth.’ ■ 


Algerian 
food 
traders 
thrive in 
former 
hardline 
Islamist 
area 


By Roula Khalaf 
THE SHABBY Algiers 
-suburb of La Montagne 
has Long been at. the fore¬ 
front of r developments. 
Once a mliiiant-heartland. 
. it is now home to a shady 
’• network'." or importers 
flourishing amid . eco¬ 
nomic refrains. _ ‘ 

La Montagne is typical 
of Algiers' poor neighbor¬ 
hoods. its squalid streets 
fined with dilapidated 
housing and " ■ half- 
completed buildings. Such 
was the violence in this 
Islamist stronghold a few 
years ago that even now a 
dozen policemen must 
accompany a foreigner 
there. 

,' But under the surface of 
the misery and fear that 
goes with civil war thrives 
a trading business that has 
turned La Montagne flhe 
mountain) -into a main 
exchange - far 1 basic food 
products. Distributors and 
grocers from all over 
Algeria flock io the nor 
row. winding streets of Lu 
Montagne, where about 
60 wholesalers have set 
up stores behind nonde- 
' script facades. 

Not everyone is wel¬ 
come here. When Bakhli 
Belaid. Algeria's com¬ 
merce minister, showed 
up unexpectedly last 
week, many businesses 
shut down for fear of 
being exposed. 

"There arc no signs of 
wealth here because many, 
of the. businesses are ille¬ 
gal and the money made 
. here is taken elsewhere.” 
explains one local official. 

. The food exchange' in 
La Montagne is suspected 
of being the heart of a 
shady network' of import¬ 
ers and wholesalers mak¬ 
ing fortunes amid Alge¬ 
ria's anarchy. While some 
accuse the wholesalers of 

- Continued on page 2 
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Iran: A global model for population control 
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By Robin Wright 

TEHRAN—Jalal Shahpasand, a rail, 
husky restaurateur, waited until after din¬ 
ner and the chaperons hud gone off to 
watch television. After courting "the 
lovely Jita" for a year, he was ready. So 
he took her hand and softly asked. “Will 
you marry me?" Jila nodded. 

Javad Goudarzi. a handsome plastics 
worker with a (hick mustache, chose the 
traditional route to marriage; 
family arrangement. When 
he met 19-year-old Theahe- 
reh the first lime, he decided mmi T- 
that she was the girl for him. lIVVl 
A week later, the proposal ww U 
was relayed from his parents »—* 
to her aunt and then to Thea- r-f 0 
hereh. Back through the 
same route, she accepted. 

And so the two couples 
ended up in a whitewashed 
health-clinic classroom last week, waiting 
for something even more important in 


Worm 

Report 


Iran than a marriage license —a slip certi¬ 
fying that tfccv had passed ihe nation's 
family planning course. 

No one gets married without it. The 
course is just one aspect of tin ambitious 
campaign to stop u hat had become one of 
the world’s hiagevj population surges— 
one that hod almost doubled the number 
of Iranians since the IV79 Islamic Revo¬ 
lution from 54 million io 63 
^ rmilion (inlay. 

£" The numbers shot up 

iVfcLi? alter the new religious gov- 

jfejy eminent in the late '70s 
urged Iranian women to 
f'f/f' breed an Islamic genera- 

t tion. Aided by a lowering 
or the marriage age to 9. 
they more than complied. 

By the early 1980s. the 
population Growth rate had 
reached 3.2 percent, 
according to Iran's Health Ministry. Inter¬ 
national agencies pegged the rate at up to 


3.9 percent, among the world's highest. 

Either way. the'government—aware of 
the costs of such a large population—is 
spending millions of dollars a generation 
later to reverse the trend. 

It seems to he working. When the 
instructor asked how many children each 
couple plans to have. Jafa’l ami Jila. who 
together base seven siblings, said, “One." 
Javad and Thcahcrch. who have 13 sib¬ 
lings. said. "Two." 

Nationwide, the population growth rale 
is now down to 1.41 percent. And the fer¬ 
tility rate has dropped to such a stagger¬ 
ing rale that wary demographic experts 
are helping to expand the data base and 
sampling techniques. 

Nonetheless. Iran's campaign has won 
worldwide praise. Population groups cite. 
it os a model for developing nations and 
the Islamic bloc. And Washington-based 
Population Action International bestowed 
its highest commendation on Iran's 
program. 


; Its strength may be its imaginative ini¬ 
tiatives. ; Abbas Farsi, a diminutive track' 
driver.with the first strands of silver in his 
hair, showed up early at die “No Scalpel 
Vasectomy" clinic in south Tehran last 
week for the 10-minute jjrocedurc—and. 
the 30-minulc video showing a vasectomy 
and answering the most-asked questions, 
plus personal counseling.’ . . L . . . 

“We have two children, and we want to 
give them a good education, so it was 
time to make sure we didn't have any '. 
more." be said- — 

Farsi's procedure was one of about 
3.500 each year, at the facility, which in 
turn is one of dozens of permanent and 
mobile clinics in Iriin. All are free. 

From Norplant to condoms, IUDs to 
the pill and including both male and. 
female sterilization, birth-awtror. prod¬ 
ucts arc free to all takers In another -aspect, 
of Iran's program. 

In the process, sex has.come off the list 
of taboo subjects in the Islamic Republic. 


Tn health rooms set up in all factories^ 
in school rooms, in mosques during inocu¬ 
lation Week in July, hr widespread media 
coverage and. in a blanket advertising 
campaign that includes billboards and 

■ water tovterv family planning is - dis¬ 

cussed widely.. The ruling clerics have 
even issued faiwas. or. religious' edicts, 
approving it. ' . 

The family .planning . program, often 
referred to as Tehran's “other revolution." 

- coincided 'with the end of the 1980-88 
Irafrlraq War aiid with broader societal 

■ openings os the' revolution began io settle 

do^vn. It also represented a new streak of 
pragmatism. among the country's Shiite-• 
Muslim clergy. ". ■; r . 

■ Aware that even with iuroil wealtii Iran 
Would , soon -not be able to feed, clothe, 
bouse, educate and employ the burgeon- 
' ing ..numbers.- religious leaders:' - health 

expmts, government, officials .and aca- 

Continued on page'3 
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Water your taste buds with a melon 


Continued from page 1 

the juice" applies. IT the flesh is jusL 
pink, ur even j lighter shade of red. you 
may indeed he ahle lo wet your throat and 
quench your thirst hut you haven't truly 
CimcJ die real thing'. 

Lend an ear lo the vendor's advice, but. 
as you look at the mouth-watering dis¬ 
plays of melons cut in half—the sweet, 
mouth-watering Jeep red interior bor¬ 
dered with its whitish-green and refresh¬ 
ingly sour erunehiness—-don't lisLcn to a 
word he says; let your conscience be your 
guide. Lei yourself get into a 'melon 
head', feel your mouth begin to water and 
let it lead you w here the glow of the deep 
green skin seems sweetest. 

The melon phenomenon nourishes at 
this time every year. However, this year, 
the hoi weather’has made customers par¬ 
ticularly hungry for their refreshing taste, 
and the same weather that produced this 
thirst has also grown the melons to satisfy 
it. Melons, to'put it mildly, are simply 
Hoodrne the market. 


The over-supply, much to the joy of 
heavy melon consumers, has caused 
prices to plummet, compared to other sea¬ 
sons. A kilo of melon usually sells lor 
around half a dinar at the beginning of the 
season, and declines as the supply 
increases. This year. Mustafa Ahu 
Osha'a. director of the Vegetables and 
Fruit Central Market, said, "the price for 
a kilo of melon is down somewhere 
around 25(1 to 300 fils." 

“We receive between 45U and 500 
truckloads of melons every Jay; each 
truck weighs an average of two inns.” 
Abu Oaha~a said. "The reason behind the 
over-supply in the market this year is the 
heal wave that swept the country last 
month.” he noted, adding that he expected 
the number of trucks to increase even fur¬ 
ther as the season progressed. 

Business is equally as good for individ¬ 
ual merchants. Abu Sumer, a vendor in 
Zarku. said. “A truck full of melons 
comes here every day. weighing nearly 
two to two-and-a-hali’ tons.” He sells a 
kilo of melons for 200 Ills and people arc 


Hocking in an amazingly large numbers, 
buying five to six whole melons each. 

And. contrary to what you might 
expect for so low a price, the melons this 
year arc unusually sweet—even the little 
ones that couldn't he allowed to reach full 
size because of ihc nature of the market 
and the need to sell them quick. 

The question is. what do you do with 
melons beside munching on them, suck¬ 
ing up the juice and spilling out the 
seeds - . 1 One vendor told Tin- Star dial the 
melon glut provides “a good opportunity 
lor housewives. I’ve bought 10 melons 
myself, each weighting 7 kMc». *n that my 
wife can make a delicious jam from the 
inside while crust of the melon, which all 
of my children adore. I've even been 
known to eat a little of it myself." he said 
with a sly smile and a wink. 

So. if you've got just two things—a 
hankering for melons and a quarter of a 
dinar that you just can't help hut spend, 
there is. like they say. 'tin time like the 
present' to .accomplish hoth in one Icll 
swmip: sec you at the local melon tent! ■ 



Under each melon, there is another, and under that, another, and so on, forever. 


GID works to end rise of fanatic elements 


Continued from page 1 

in a garhage container opposite 
the house of lormcr interior 
minister Jawdal Al Shoul. 

In addition, on 30 June, a 
bomb was placed under a car 
belonging to an Arah-lsraeli in 
the parking lot of the five-star 
Jerusalem Hotel. The explo¬ 
sion caused damage to a num¬ 
ber of other ears, hut fortu¬ 
nately no one was hurt iti the 
incident. The Jerusalem Hotel 
attack look place only hours 
after the Israeli embassy held a 
reception at a nearby lintel 
marking the 50ih anniversary 
celebration of the establish¬ 
ment of the stale of Israel. 

Tens ol people were 

rounded up lor questioning 
over the last two weeks, many 
from Palestinian refugee 
camps, as well as from radical 
Palestinian factions, including 
opponents ol Yasser Arafat. 
Police manneJ security check¬ 
points at main mads and plain 
clothes security officers 

searched cars and checked 

idem it v cards. Additional 


security measures were put in 
place at ministries and official 
institutions, as well as at for¬ 
eign missions and embassies. 

In the past three years. Jor¬ 
dan has witnessed an increase 
in the number of fanatical 
groups who have adopted vio¬ 
lent means to express their 
rejection of the Jordan ian- 
Israeli peace treaty. 

However, even before the 
peace treaty, in the summer of 
1994. a group of Jordanians 
who fought in Afghanistan 
during the Soviet occupation 
were rounded up by security 
agents for carrying out attacks 
in movie houses that reputedly 
showed pornography, in which 
a number of people were 
injured. 

The people that comprised 
the tiny and short-lived group, 
which, was later named "Jor¬ 
dan's Afghan.” were put on 
trial, found guilty, and initially 
sentenced to death. The sen¬ 
tence was later reduced lo life 
imprisonment. 

Since the signing of the Jor- 
danian-lsraeli peace accords in 


1994 these groups have 
increased, particularly during 

1995 and 1996. 

At the top of the list of 
fanatical groups is one named 
"Bavat Al Emuin.” The small 
membership of this fundamen¬ 
tal isi group was arrested by 
security forces two years ago 
on charges of planning a coup 
against the state, as well as 
attacks against Jordanian and 
Israeli targets. The security 
forces seized a sizable quan¬ 
tity of weapons and explosive 
materials hidden in the homes 
of members of the group. 

In the middle of last year. 
Bay at Al Emam resurfaced 
when security forces arrested 
live suspects on charges of 
reviving the illegal 
organization. 

In late 1996. activities of 
another group. Jayish Moham¬ 
mad. were thwarted. Members 
of the group were arrested 
before they were able to put 
their plans lo attack Israeli 
tourists and Jordanian security 
personnel into action. They 
were later found guilty and 


sentenced to prison terms til" 
varying lengths. 

In light of the recent attacks 
in Jordan, it might be recalled 
that in 1996 the government of 
Ahdcl Karim AI Kahnriti dis¬ 
closed that during the first 
three months of that year, 
security forces thwaned 36 
plots aimed at destabilizing 
the Kingdom. At that lime all 
lingers pointed north, since 
those who were arrested 
belonged to Palestinian rejee- 
lionisl groups based in Syria. 

• During his visit to Syria in 
the middle of 1996. His 
Majesty King Hussein diN- 
cusscd with Syrian President 
Hall/ Assad an alleged 51 ter¬ 
rorist attacks attempted in Jor¬ 
dan by armed men crossing 
from Syria into the Kingdom. 

The purported attacks all 
occurred during the two years 
immediately following the 
signing of the peace accord. 
The alleged perpetrators 
planned to assassinate senior 
officials, store explosives that 
would he used at a later time 
and attack Israeli tourists. 


At the time. President 
Assad denied Lliat his country 
encouraged such acts and 
promised Pol low up 
investigations. 

Official sources told The 
Slur that Jordanian sccuriry 
lorces rounded up late last 
mouth a small group of Isla¬ 
mist activists consisting of 
two Jordanians and one Leba¬ 
nese who had adopted the 
name Hi/bollah. the Lebanese 
anti-Israel resistance group. 
The three members of the 
group, who planned attacks 
against targets similar to ihose 
of the other groups, are now 
standing before the Slate 
Security Court’s prosecutor. 

Meanwhile, security forces 
ace domg their utmost to end 
ihe activities of these groups 
in Jordan. Mr Lawzi said that, 
security measures taken in the 
past weeks to insure public 
safety will continue unlil the 
security department decides 
they are no longer necessary. 

Mr Lawzi said that Ihe 
seven Jordanian suspects in 
the recent attacks are currently 
standing in front of the Gen¬ 
eral Prosecutor. ■ 


Albright calls for 
Israeli flexibility 
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deadlock. 

"We have given the parties 
many weeks to consider our 
ideas in private. We did not 
launch a public campaign on 
their behalf." she said—a reti¬ 
cence that complied with 
Israeli wishes. "And in 
response primarily to Israeli, 
requests, we allowed more 
time and then more time and 
then more time for our sugges¬ 
tions to be studied, considered 
and discussed." 

She said the US "ideas” had 
also "posed some very diffi¬ 
cult choices for the Palestin¬ 
ians. "They were required to 
make substantial changes in 
their negotiating position" by 
reducing their demands for a 
much larger hand-over of 
land. "Nevertheless. Chairman 
Arafat agreed to our ideas in 
principle." Albright said. 

Furthermore, she said, the 
administration has observed in 


recent months "a concerted 
Palestinian effort.-against 
those who would threaten 
peace with terror and vio¬ 
lence." which had been tt key 
Israeli demand. The Palestin¬ 
ians have made that effort, she 
noted pointedly, even without 
Israeli agreement on the next 
phase of negotiations. 

■ Albright did not say specifi¬ 
cally what would happen if 
Wednesday's meeting /ails ro 
produce a breakthrough. "We 
are not giving any ultima¬ 
tums." she said. But she said 
the parties "must understand" 
that the goodwill that suffused 
the Middle East two ye; its ago 
—that is. before Netanyahu's 
election—has dissipated and 
that the negotiating impasse 
must be broken "before the 
peace process collapses.''! 

LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 


Algerian food traders thrive in 
former hardline Islamist area 
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making deals among them¬ 
selves to raise prices for consu¬ 
mers. others say La Montagne 
is merely a front for big 
importers who use their finan¬ 
cial clout and political links to 
regulate prices by deliberately 
creating shortages. 

Mohammed, a wholesaler in 
La Montagne. says the neigh¬ 
borhood has an unfairly bad 
reputation in Algeria because 
many residents are illiterate 
and have been in the forefront 
of political developments. Res¬ 
idents claim to have been the 
first to take to the streets in 
October 1988. when mass pro¬ 
tests ushered in lour years of 
political liberalism. At the 
lime. La Montagne was j small 
huh for smugglers operating in 
Ihe shadow of Socialist-sTylc 
economic management. 

Like many of Algiers’ poor 
neighborhoods. La Montagne 
was then drawn to the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), being 
home to one of the FIS leaders. 


Then, when the army in 1992 
cancelled the elections the FIS 
was set to win, some people in 
La Montagne took up arms. 
They became “mujahideens" to 
the local population, and “ter¬ 
rorists" to the Algerian regime. 

But politics did not destroy 
the trade, or prevent partner¬ 
ships between ideological ene¬ 
mies. By 1995. security forces 
could claim to be in relative 
control of the area, although 
shooting still breaks out today. 
Algeria's economic reforms, 
meanwhile, began dismantling 
state import monopolies, pav¬ 
ing the way for an army of pri¬ 
vate importers. 

"We are back lo being a par¬ 
adise of trade." says 
Mohammed. "But don't think 
there is a free market here. We 
are at the mercy of the 
importers." 

Mohammed's young brother 
explains that he recently helped 
an importer finance the ship¬ 
ment of a European brand of 
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margarine, which he sold from 
his store in La Montagne. But 
he claims the importer cheated 
him out of his share, and when 
he tried to import margarine on 
his own. the shipment was 
blocked at the pen. 

"The big importers are like a 
gang. They have the power to 
prevent others from bringing in 
products." he says. "They can 
hold off distribution and raise 
prices but the government 
comes to. take taxes from us 
while they lei the bia importers 
off." 

Belaid is known in Algeria 
to be fighting a difficult battle, 
he it against shadowy importers 
or illegal wholesalers. 

He has described Algeria's 
markets as a "garbage bin" and 
says some importers were 
found to be bringing in food 
products after their expiration 
date, while others would 
declare ridiculously low prices 
for television sets coming 
through the port. 

While some politicians in 
Algeria warn that the civil 
strife is consolidating a long 
legacy nf corruption and shady 
business dealings. Belaid says 
such perverse effects arc a nat¬ 
ural phase in economic liberali¬ 
zation and should nnt negate 


the benefits of reforms. 

"The scarcity of some prod¬ 
ucts today docs not compare 
with the severe shortages of the 
past." he says. "Bui there is a 
natural perturbation of the mar¬ 
ket during a period of transi¬ 
tion." ■ 

Financial Times 
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Shbeilat sentenced 


I.EITH SHBEILAT was sentenced by the 
Slate Security Court to a nine month prison 
sentence on Tuesday for inciting pro-Iraqi 
pfruesls iu Maau. 

“It has been shown dearly that the proven 
inddents constitute the elements of the crime 
• if illegal incitement, not just the right of 
expression, and deserve punishment,'’ said 
Col Yousef Faouri, head of the three-man tri¬ 
bunal at the State Security Court, said 
Tuesday. 

Shuheilat, former president or Jordan’s 
Engineers llnion, was arrested in February 
and charged with indting hundreds of Jorda¬ 
nians to - demonstrate illegally in solidarity 
with Iraq at the height of a UN-Iraq crisis. 


-■- r 

Hie court said it had'ho doabthis ‘inflam¬ 
matory speeches” at a mosque in Maan it&he 
south of the Kingdom triggered the two days 
or civil unrest 

His defence lawyer Hossein MgjaUi told 
reporters after the sentence that Shnbeitat’s 
charge should have carried a four-month 
maximum prison term. He did not say why 
the coart passed-the nine month verdict 

Inciting riots is a felony that is punishable 
by up to a year in jad. 

Chief Judge Faouri said ShubeHat's speech 
had indted hundreds of residents to violate 
the law by playing on their nationalist ferv¬ 
our at the height of the crisis.! . 


British Midland Airways 
reports tripled profits 


British Midland Airways 
reported recurd profits and 
strung growth in passenger num¬ 
bers and revenue for the year 
ending Deecmhcr 31.1997. ' 

Key highlights of the year 
include; 

Turnover increased 11 per¬ 
cent to £529.3 million i I99n— 
£478.2 mi Ilk mi Pre-tax profits 
almost tripled to £17.3 million 
t'19%—£6.1 million/ The total 
number of scheduled passengers 


carried by British Midland 
increased by seven percent to 
5.7 million passengers (1996— 
5.5 million). 

1997 saw continuing invest¬ 
ment in the airline's premium 
product "Diamond EuroClass" 
which has brought improved 
revenues, yields and market 
■'hare throughout the European 
and UK domestic network. 

British Midland also benefited 
from us code-sharinu arrange- ■ 
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ments with 17 international car¬ 
riers at Heathrow—adding 
routes to Scandinavia and 
Germany. 

Tire first 196 scat Airbus 
A321 aircraft will enter service 
this month, beginning deliveries 
to the airline of a SI billion 
order for 22 aircraft placed last 
year with Airbus Industrie. 

Sir Michael Bishop, chairman 
said. "The British Midland 
results reflect a far more satis¬ 
factory level of profitability in 
1997, with passenger growth 
above the industry average.*' 

This performance has been 
achieved at a rime of unprece¬ 
dented competition in the mar¬ 
ket place—especially from new 
low cost carriers. "In specific 
markets where we compere 
directly with these new airlines, 
our product both for business 
and leisure travellers has proved 


particularly resilient, and we 
have increased both passenger 
carryings and yields on n num¬ 
ber of routes." 

Speaking at a press confer¬ 
ence in London. Sir Michael 
also announced that British 
Midland will commence a daily 
return flight from London 
Heathrow to Warsaw starting 
on July 10. 1998. 

The service, to be operated 
by a Boeing 737-500, will fea¬ 
ture British Midland’s premium 
business class product. Dia¬ 
mond EuroClass. and in line 
with the airline’s policy will 
offer reduced business and lei¬ 
sure fares. The Schedule, sub¬ 
ject to a Polish operating per¬ 
mit, will feature an early 
morning departure from Lon-: 
don Heathrow and a late- 
moming return from Warsaw. 
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For the 
Record 


Aziz arrives m Amman en 
route to France i 
AMMAN I Petra)—Iraqi Dep¬ 
uty Prime Minister Tariq Aziz 
arrived in Amman Monday en 
route u» France in the course of 
a European mur. 

Aziz was received at the air¬ 
port by Acting Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Talal Snia’an Al Hassan. 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Moham¬ 
mad Sa’id Sahhiif and the Iraqi. 
Ambassador to Amman. • 

Sahhaf is currently on a visit 
to Jordan for talks with-Jorda¬ 
nian officials on issues ot 
mutual interest. He met His 
Majesty. King Hussein Sunday 
and handed him a Icncr from 
Iraqi President Saddam Huss¬ 
ein on Baghdad's- endeavours ^ 
to lift the eight-year-old UNr 
sanctions. 

Majali meets Sahhaf 

AMMAN (Petrol—Prime 

Minister Dr Abdul SaJain 
Majali received on Sunday the 
Iraqi Foreign . Minister 
Mohammad Sa'id Sahhaf and 
his accompanying delegation 
in the presence of Acting For¬ 
eign Minister Talal Sataan Al 
Hassan. - • 

Sahhaf briefed Majali rm 
Iraq's relations with the UN 
Security Council and the Spe¬ 
cial Commission entrusted m 
eliminate Iraq's, weapon* .of 
mass destruction, as well as’ 
its current move in explain 
the nature of these relations, j 

He said that Iraqi fullyM 
implemented all the agree¬ 
ments with the UN pod called 
on the Security Council to lift 
the sanctions imposed on 
Iraqi after the Gulf War. 

Sahhaf stressed the impor¬ 
tance of the Jordanian role 
under the leadership of His 
Majesty-’ King Hussein in 
working towards !ifting the 
sanctions imposed on Iraq. 

The Iraqi Minister 
expressed hope that Jordan's 
role would contribute to end¬ 
ing sanctions this year. 

The Prime Minister for his 
part affirmed Jordan's sifting 
stand in supporting effort^ 
that aim to lift the sanctions^’ 
so that Iraq can resume its 
role both ' regionally and 
intemmionally. 

- RJ to sell-five Tri-stars 
as part of privatization 
AMMANfPetraV— Rovaf .Jor¬ 
danian (RJ) has reached an ini¬ 
tial accord to sell its five Tri¬ 
stars to an American airline 
company as part of its restruc¬ 
turing process and to modern¬ 
ize its fleet for future 
privatization. 

"We have received a good 
offer, in a letter of intent from 
Che US firm to buy the five Tri- ^ 
stars (Lockheed 11011) and^~ 
three spare engines and a por¬ 
tion of the spare parts." Nader 
Dahabi, RJ President and Chief 
Executive said in a press con¬ 
ference Saturday. He expected 
a final accord on the deal to he 
signed within a month. 

Dahabi said the reason for 
selling the five planes is their 
high operation costs. He added 
that it is sometimes difficult to 
get spare parts for the planes. 

The transaction would 
improve RJ's financial status 
and modernize its 17-plane 
fleet by replacing the Tristars 
obtained in the 1980s with 
either four or five leased Air¬ 
bus A 320s and A 310s. Dahabi 
noted. 

He affirmed that the sale 
the Tristars would not affecT 
the situation of RJ flight crews 
or that of the air crews or 
ground services 


Fraud at embassy 
AMMAN (Star)— The British 
Embassy in Amman has been 
beset by another fraud scandal. 
a parliamentary report in Lon¬ 
don revealed Tuesday. The 
Public Affairs Committee of 
the British House of Commons 
pointed out that the deception 
involved an accountant who 
submitted double invoices for 
stationery, petrol, telephone, 
telex, telegraph and water 
bills. It was reported that a 
local accountant stole at least 
S180.000 in 300 separate casq&^ 
of fraud. It is suggested thjfly 
the man was stealing for years. 
This is the second case of 
fraud to occur at the embassy 
in less than a year. Last year, 
the committee heard evidence . 
of how another accountant at 
the embassy, forged life insu¬ 
rance certificates and cashed 
5550.000 dollars of cheques 
for dead British pensioners. 




Non-Stop, Twice Weekly 


We are pleased to announce the resumption of direct flights to Tehran. Starting June 15* , ‘ 
Royal Jordanian will fly from Amman to Tehran every Monday and Friday andfrom Tehran 
to Amman e\ey Tuesday and Saturday. For more information and reservation, please cal! 
Royal Jordanian or your travel agent 
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Mew weapons law. :- -■. ; ' 
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The draft possession of 
arms law will aim to cori- 
. trol weapons in the King¬ 
dom .while at the same 
time respecting individ¬ 
ual freedoms as well as 
providing for interna) 
security. Rasheed says 
-the new law will only 
allow the use of weapons 
in certain cases such.as 
those of self-defence. Bm 
while the draft law is cer¬ 
tainly a noble’.idea,.'Its 
implementation could be 
hard to. achieve, since, the ' 
possession of firearms in 
the country is wide¬ 
spread. Having said thar 

rho. ,i_.. 



Rasheed 


i-7 - — doiu uicu, • - 

the fact remains that the new draft could certainly pro¬ 
vide a. deterrent to the persistent shooting at wedding 
ceremonies, where-countless lives are lost every year. - 


Penal ’ 

■ A new penal draft law is currently being prepared by 
the Ministry of Justice, to be forwarded to the Council 
of Ministers, and then to the Lower House. The draft 
law will redefine the concept of crime, the penalty for 
different types of crimes and more clearly define what 
constitutes a political crime. It is the last type that is 
particularly interesting among commentators, since'the 
draft may noLonly, define political crime, but could in 
addition-limit what is politically criminal, and possibly 
delineate the penalty that would apply. The draft law 
will also abolish hard labor as it is presently defined. 
However, penalties against violence involving children 
and women will increase. 


Brotherhood 

■ The Islamic movement may be coining into the news 
again after taking a backseat for a couple of months. 
This time the attention is directed to the elections of the 
Shura council of the Muslim Brotherhood, which are> 
likely to take place next month- . U is suggested that a 
possible struggle for die next Islamic leadership is not a 
far-fetched idea, and that the current Overseer of the 
Brotherhood, Abdel Majeed Thuneibat, may veiy well 
be on the way out. At the heart of the debate, it is sus¬ 
pected. concerns the role of the Islamic Brotherhood in 
the political system. Will tht^ “stay out*\of parliamen¬ 
tary life, do they want to 'get back in, and if so, how 
will they go about it. 


Communists : ;• • • 

■ It seems that the problems ip the Communist Party 
are nowhere near to being solved. Party negotiators are; 
still working on the idea - 



Yacoub Zayadm, -who 
still feels sour about hay¬ 
ing been ousted from his 
post in last year’-s.elec¬ 
tions. HoweyerVZayadin 
says that thererate fuoda- 
menlai problems in the 
parly which are still, to be 
ironed out. He wants a 
special conference by the 
parly to address them. 

On a personal level. It 
seems that Zay Odin’s 
problems could be just 
beginning. He is being 
taken to court by his 
long-time comrade Emily. 

Nafa’a for what she says is slander. 



Zayadeen 


Politically aware 

■ Just as the Lower House of Parliament gears up for a 
new extraordinary session, so too deputies are putting 
their house in order. They are how in the middle of step 
by step negotiations to reform the. existent parliamen¬ 
tary blocs. All leaders of the current formations seems 
to be involved, and include: Lower House Speaker Sa 'a d 
Haycl A1 Sroor. Abdel Hadi.AI Majali, Ali Abn Al 
Ragheb. and Raghed A1 Bakri. 


Telephones 

■ Hold vour horses, don’t get too excited, but your tel¬ 
ephone "bill could be on the way down. Minister of 
Transport and Communication says that his ministry is 
studying the possibility of decreasing the rate for local 
and international phone calls. While there are no prom¬ 
ises vet. at least the government is thinking about it. 
Whatever the case, there would likely be a new .system 
of tariffs by the end of the day. 


Medical view 

■ Jordan’s Medical Association (JMA) is angry with 
Jordanian universities for employing non-Jordanian 
medical doctors and nurses as part of their academic 
staff. They also resent the fact that these medical staff 
are employed without the approval of the JMA, don t 
have their medical degrees, certified or don t need a 


have their medical degrees. - 
license to practice medicine in the country. Head of the 
Medical Association Dr Bassem A1 Dajani has already 
sent a memo to Labor.Minister Dr MohanmjadMaM, 
AI Farfian expressing his dismay. He said that the 
employment of doctors who are not registered with the 

JMA is against the law. 


Rally 

m Opposition parties are to mote > TalW to com¬ 
memorate ihc 31 st anniversary of the June 1967 Arah- 
Israel war. The rally will be held.on 5 June. In a recent 
meeting of the parties’ joint ltyger owninrJ** 
called on NGOs. civic groups, and ordinary page to 
carry out activities in remembrawe qI die loss °if pal< *- 
tmc." ihc anniversary of which is Friday. 15 May. 


■ The Press, and Publication Dept has dec,t k^ to ban 
a i ouds At Arab! from entry into the country. The- 
Liunnanv in Amman which distributes the daily newspa- 
^ sem a Jeller lo-ilS muugeraeoi in Un- 

Jordan. 


in the United Nations Works, and Relief 

■ Woricerv m tne ^ Thursday, in 

*■"*? t £l "Sh n 3y of the lois of Palestine, 
protest 01 the ^*^255? ^ to stop work for an 

iS; - &—°“° f 

ihc Palestinian issue. 



His Majesty King Hussein inaugurating the opening of the Karamah Dam Tuesday, accompanied by His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hasson, Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Majali, Minister of Water Slunthir Hadadin and other sen¬ 
ior officials. The King said that Jordan will spare no effort to meet the water needs of all Jordanians and to ensure suffi¬ 
cient water resources for industry, agriculture and other purposes. King Hussein described the dam as a major 
achievement that can be added to the country y s many other significant accomplishments. The dam, 45 meters high and 
2150 meters long, has been constructed at a total cost of about JD 51 million■ it is equipped with facilities to pump water 
to the King Abdallah Canal to irrigate an area of60,000 dunums in the Jordan Valley. Having a capacity to store up to 
55 million cubic, meters of rain water, the Karamah Dam was built to be quake resistant and can withstand tremors 
known to affect the Jordan Rift Valley region. 





Unemployment, family disapproval are major factors 

Divorce is on the rise 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

Star Staff Writer . 


IN ONLY , her 20th year. 
Simona sat quietly but sad 
while she fed her only son. 
Omar, age . three, at rhe 
Jordanian . Women’s Union 
(JWU) in the department called 
Dar A1 Diafetu which provides 
a place where separated 
couples can visit their children. 

“I can see my child one day 
a week, but I wish it were 24 
- hours a day. lean stay with him 
now for only three hours, and 
then 1 have to leave.” said 
Simona - .Doreneanu. . a 
Romanian who. was recently 
divorced from a Jordanian 
doctor. 

: “J met my ex-husband when 
he came, to .study in Romania. 
After’’- r we got married, we 
returned to Jofrlan, but his 


I'M* ."Jills;.”- 


family didn't accept me." 
Doreneanu continued. "Since 
my husband is the eldest son. 
. he’s supposed to slay at his 
parents' house and to inkc cure 
of his younger brothers and 
sisters.” 

Simona refused to go back 
to live with her husband’s 
Family when she realized that 
she was an undesirable person. 
The only solution was divorce. 
This case is one among 
thousands. When a couple 
separates, it isn't just a 
two-person dilemma—whole 
families are involved, and the 
aftermath of a separation often 
tears them apart. 

"Motives behind divorce 
vaiy from one case to another, 
but social and economic 
/unemployment) _factors :trc 
paramount?* said Hikmai 
Halasch. President of Dar Al 


;fHyorce statistics at five 
•?'•% ;? year intervals: 

y The year ... Number of cases The number of families 



. .. 2505V. 

. 383.2 thousand 


: 3687 , : 

4053 thousand 


,; - so74: . 

536.1 thousand 


6315 . 

• 691.3 thousand 


Dial eh and a member of the 
• executive committee of the 
JWU. "If the husband is 
unemployed that means he is 
completely dependent on his 
father. Thi* situation allows the 
father to intervene freely in his 
son's life." Halaseh continued. 

The latest study carried out 
by Strategic Studies Center at 
the University of Jordan 
indicated that the rate of 
unemployment in 1996 was 22 
percent. In light of these 
figures, it is evident that the 
negative effects of 
unemployment could play a role 
in the increasing divorce rate. 

To show how serious the 
problem is. statistics provided 
by Dr Ismail Abu Sundus 
speak clearly [see chart]. 

“Wc also noticed that 
divorce increased among 
educated people (it reached 
5947 taxes in 1995) while 
decreasing among illiterate 
couples, to 368." Halaseh 
commented. The absence of 
mental harmony due to the 
traditional marriage—which 
doesn’t allow the young man 
and woman to know each other 
before they are wed—is the 
main reason. Halasch said. 

Thai's why a high 
percentage of divorces occurs 
in the first two years of 
marriage, which is considered 
the most critical period for 
beginning couples. 

"We submit the separated 


couple to conductive sessions 
and wc succeeded in getting 
nine families hack to their 
normal lives." said Mukarrum 
Oudeh. a social specialist in 
Dar AI Diafeh. 

'To reduce the high figures 
of divorce in Jordan. I believe 
that the certificate [education] 
will be the first step towards 
independence from the family's 
authority." Oudeh said. In the 
meantime. JWU started a 
campaign on the first of April 
aimed at increasing the age of 
marriage to 18. The policy of 
JWU essentially conforms 
with the International 
Agreement for Children's 
Rights. which defines 
childhood as the period 
between the ages of 0 -18. 

“When a woman is divorced, 
she only wants to know 
whether it’s revocable or 
irrevocable." said Mbna 
Zugbabeh. a lawyer who has 


direct contact with many 
divorced couples. A revocable 
divorce is not final. 

"In the marriage contract, 
it's rare to find any term which 
protects the life of the woman, 
especially in ’ an abusive 
divorce." Zugbabeh said. She 
went on to explain that in such 
eases, the only compensation a 
woman is entitled ip receive 
depends on the financial status 
of her husband- 

And what happens to the 
children in the case of a 
divorce? "The guardianship 
goes to the mother until ihc age 
of maturity. At That time girls 
are obliged to go back to their 
fathers, while boys can 
choose." Zugbabeh said. She 
called on the government to 
implement divorce by verdict, 
taking into account the interests 
of the whole family rather than 
•being based solely'- on the 
man’s decision. ■ 


Iran: A global model 
for population control 


Continued from page 1 
demies held a summit to figure 
out what to do. Simply provid¬ 
ing birth control was not 
enough, they agreed. 

By 1990, the. Fertility Regu¬ 
lation Council was established. 
By 1993. new laws withdrew 
food coupons and subsidized 
health insurance after the third 
child. And then came the 
array of programs, which, 
unlike India’s sometimes coer¬ 
cive tactics, are user-friendly, 
outside experts say. 

The two-hour prenuptial 
class was one of the first steps 
in 1994. . 

"At first we used the trick of 
requiring couples to take the 
course,” said Safich Shahriari. 
a female gynecologist and sen¬ 
ior family planning expert in 
the Health Ministry. “But after 
a year or two. we found most 
couples wanted' to lake the 
course. It’s a place io ask 
questions at exactly. the lime 
they need answers.” 

...In the clinic classroom, 
instructor Abo! Faz Mohajeri 

offered no-nonsense guidance. 
VrWhofj the goal of getting 
married?? ' he asked the 
betrothed couples. 

The answers varied from 
having an independent life and 
completing the human experi¬ 
ence ; to..fulfilling, the. Prophet 
Muhammad’s message. 

• “Yes.” said Mohajeri, add¬ 
ing what the others won't say: 
“But it'S: also about having 
.regular,sex.” 

He then explained the vari- 
' ous . environmental conse¬ 
quences of overpopulation and 
.did an explicit show-and-tel I 
Of birth-control devices. 

"And what do you want 
hqm GadT he continued. Jila 
responded that she. wonts 
healthy children? 

“Yes*, that's right. It's not 


mpor 

tin," 


hoy or 

girt." he offered. 

Iran's program has empha¬ 
sized gender equality to pre¬ 
vent the problem of male pref¬ 
erence found elsewhere in 
Asia, 

Despite Iran's marriage age. 
which family planning experts 
here want io return to 15, the 
program also stresses that 
pregnancy heforc age 2ft is not 
recommended. An accompany¬ 
ing pamphlet shows cariea- 
.tures of a young teen-ager and 
an old woman at full term. 

To reach workers, who have 
the lowest participation in 
family planning, the Islamic 
Republic has set up education 
workshops in factory health 
rooms, which are also distribu¬ 
tion centers for free 
contraceptives. 

Nationwide. Iran holds its 
annual Population Week, 
which coincides with the UN- 
designated Population Day on 
July. 11. All segments of soci¬ 
ety are engaged. 

"We ask religious leaders to 
tell people when they are: pray¬ 
ing about'the effectiveness of 
population control in dealing 
with social and economic 
development." Shahriari said. 
‘■Other Islamic countries arc 
often surprised at how die 
religious leaders support us." 

■ During the week, elemen¬ 
tary through high schools 
focus on population issues in 
environmental classes devel¬ 
oped jointly by the Health and 
Education ministries. To 
encourage media coverage. 
Iran’s program offers free trips 
for the largely Tehran-based 
media to Isfahan and Shiraz, 
the historic centers of famed 
Iranian poetry, art and archi¬ 
tecture. to cover family plan¬ 
ning activities.. 

Year-round. Iran also 
recruits female volunteers who 


act us neighborhood advisers 
about family health and plan¬ 
ning techniques. "If neighbors 
arc just starting a new life, a 
\olunlcer tells them about 
nutrition, cancer screening and 
cure. For a family with four 
children, she might tell them 
about vasectomy and the bene¬ 
fits of population control. 
Shahriari added. 

To reach remote mountain 
villages :md rural tribal areas. 
Iran has HO mobile teams, 
which have evolved from 
health workers who consulted 
on contraceptives to medical 
units—surgeons, anesthesiolo¬ 
gists. lab technicians and 
nurses—that now travel by 
four-wheel-drive vehicles or 
helicopters to perform vasecto¬ 
mies or tuhul ligation. 

As a Muslim country. Iran 
has had some unusual prob¬ 
lems to deal with along the 
way. 

“Norplant, for example, can 
citu.sc some bleeding, and 
Muslim women can’t pray 
when they’re bleeding. So peo¬ 
ple don't like it." Shahriari 
noted. 

And the system slill has 
serious glitches. Despite per¬ 
vasive family planning 
options, about 33 percent of 
pregnancies arc still unwanted 
by one or both partners. a_ 
rcccnl government survey" 
shows. And among unwarned 
pregnancies, 35 percent lake 
oral contraceptives, indicating 
that they are misused or not 
understood. 

But even success does not 
eliminate the dangers. Even if 
the government meets 'its 
objective*. Iran's population is 
still projected to reach 90 mil¬ 
lion in less than 25 years. ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Our Say 


The US should not back off 

THE CLINTON administration has once again backed down from a possible 
confrontation with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over Israel's ac¬ 
ceptance of a new round of troop redeployments from the Occupied Territories. 
Special US envoy Dennis Ross has failed to convince a defiant Netanyahu to 
change his mind and fly to Washington for a meeting with Clinton and Arafat. 
The meeting, which was called for after last week’s botched London confer¬ 
ence. was postponed until later this month. But it doesn't seem likely that the 
Israeli government will tone down its position and accept the US conditions. 
The Middle East peace process reached its moment of truth some time ago. al¬ 
though Washington refuses to name Israel as the guilty party. No wonder that 
Netanyahu has emerged stronger in the eyes of his hawkish constituency from 
this latest round of diplomatic flurries, leaving the Clinton administration with¬ 
out a clear strategy. 

Netanyahu has detected Clinton's lack of resolve and is now vying to take his 
case directly to the American people, in particular to Jewish lobbies and power 
dealers in Washington. This leaves the Middle East peace process in a stafe of 
limbo, and with Netanayhu taking the battle to Washington, the Palestinians 
w ill soon be cut off from the game altogether. 

Where will all this lead? Netanyahu's objectives are clear. In fact, he is the 
only player who has not swerved from his public mandate. If his aim was to re¬ 
verse and topple the Oslo agreement, then there is no reason now to discredit 
his achievement. He has managed to buy time, build up his offensive, lie, cheat 
and embarrass the US government, leaving it without a viable option to keep 
the peace process on track. In the meantime, he has literally thrown Israel's 
agreements with the Palestinians out the window. 

These agreements are no longer in place as points of reference in the current 
negotiations, just as the previous governments were able to by-pass UN resolu¬ 
tions on the Palestine question. These developments do not bode well for the re¬ 
gion. If the peace process is dead, then what are we left with? Almost seven 
years have passed since the Arabs and Israelis met in Madrid at the urging of 
the Americans, who spelled out their own rules for participation. The UN and 
the Europeans were side-stepped and ignored. The peace process was a far cry 
from the international conference that was to be convened to discuss peace un¬ 
der UN resolutions. But the peace process held many promises to the people of 
this region, in spite of US and Israeli conditions. Today these promises appear 
impossible to achieve. The US, as a world leader, must act now to rescue the re¬ 
gion from the mad and criminal policies of the Israeli leadership. Backing off 
now will wipe out the last hope for a peaceful settlement of a decades-old con¬ 
flict that has denied the people of this region their right to live in dignity® 
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Ramsey Clark (right), and one of his helpers unload a 4 million dollar medical shipment 
sent to the Iraqi people , Saturday. 
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By Barton Gellman 

WASHINGTON—On the short 
list of foreign policies hearing 
President Clinton's personal 
stamp, the role of peace broker 
in the Middle East ranks near 
the top. 

Clinton's encompassing cm- 
' brace of Yitzhak Rabin and 
Yasser Arafat on the White 
House South Lawn, the day 
they reached mutual recogni¬ 
tion in 1993. was an emotional 
high point of his first term. The 
president wept two years later 
at news of Rabin's slaying, 
and he keeps a pebble from 
the Israeli leader's grave. Ac¬ 
cording to advisers. Clinton 
can game out the voles inside 
Prime Minister Benjnmim 
Netanyahu's intricate govern¬ 
ing coalition us well as any 
congressional roll call. 

Now Clinton's relationship 
with Israel has reached a 
turning point. After months 
of worrying that the peace 
| i talks were near collapse— 

1 and assigning Netanyahu, in 
private, the lion's share ol'lhe 
! blame—the president and his 
' senior advisers have set a re¬ 
luctant course of con front a- 
j lion with Israel's premier. 

I For several reasons— 

| temperament and politics 
■ among them, but also to pro- 
| tect an opening for Netanyahu 
| in back down—Clinton and 

• Secretary of Stale Madeleine 
| Albright arc speaking softly 
! »il the test of wills. But senior 
| aides to both of them insist 
; that lhe administration is pre- 

: pared to turn the heal up if 
| Netanyahu continues to resist 
I US proposals to break the im- 
j passe in his talks with Arafat 
i Last Sunday the Israeli cah- 
; inet rejected a LIS plan com- 
| bining Palestinian security 
j measures and withdrawal of 
t Israeli forces from another 13 
percent of the West Bank. In 
London last week. Albright set 
Monday us the deadline for 
Netanyahu to agree to the 
American package. 

Otherwise, she said, “we 
will have to reexamine our ap- 
i proach to the peace process." 

1 Backing that threat, accord- 
t ing to administration officials. 

| is a presidential decision au¬ 
thorizing Albright to make a 
! blunt speech describing the 
American proposals and dcclar- 
j ing an end to active US mediu- 
! lion until Israel, like the Pales- 
J tinians. accepts them. 

I Analysts insists the president 
| has committed himself and in- 
| tends to sec his challenge 
. through. 

"There's no question in my 
mind that the administration is 
determined to bring this phase 
I to a conclusion in a short num- 
! her of days." said one partici- 

• pant in planning for the public 
showdown. "Not weeks. Days." 

Said another senior official: 
"The president feels very 
strongly that the peace process 
is nne of the biggest priorities 
' in his administration. He's pre- 
: pared to do everything he can 
; to get this process going again. 

: and that includes taking a little 
; heal." 

Clinton never sought con- 
■ fromation with Israel, and polit¬ 
ical advisers to Vice President 
Gore are anxious about it in 
. light ol the out sized influence 
; of American Jews on Dcmu- 
; eratie Party politics and politi- 
' cal spending. Bui the White 
| House sees even greater risks 
in the deadlock that led Assist- 
: ant Secretary of Slate Martin 
. Indyk to testify last month that 
! "the strategic window for 
; peacemaking is now dosing." 

; “There's a very real danger 
, that acts of violence will esca¬ 
late and produce a breakdown 
in the whole process that began 
in Oslo and Madrid." said one 
official, referring to negotiating 
milestones in 1993 and 1991. 

: “It is in both Israel's interest 
j and US regional interests that 
! wc avoid that explosion." 

The reference to American 
! interests is the key to under¬ 
standing Clinton's behavior, ac¬ 
cording to some officials. 

• There is no other adequate an- 
. swer to Israel's insistence that 

its own government is the best 
judge of Israeli security. As the 
. peace talks Slave declined, offi¬ 
cials said, so has American in- 
: fiucnce in the Middle East and 
so too have the fortunes of lo¬ 
cal leaders—in EgypL Jordan. 
North Africa and the Gulf— 
who allied themselves with Ihe 
United States. 

Clinton long asserted lhal the 
, United States wished only to he 
a "facilitator" for direct talks 
between Israelis and Palestin- 
: ians, But that role shifted dra¬ 
matically within si\ months of 
Netanyahu’s election in 19%. 

' |i was Netanyahu himself, iron- 
; ically. who invited the Amcri- 
; cans to play a larger role. 

After four days of gun bat¬ 


tles between Palestinian and Is¬ 
raeli forces that September, 
sparked by Netanyahu's open¬ 
ing of an archaeological tunnel 
in Jerusalem under the edge of 
the Temple Mount, the US 
peace team led by Ross for the 
first lime hegan to participate 
in nearly every meeting be¬ 
tween the two sides, it was not 
long before Ross was drafting 
“non-papers" reflecting tenta¬ 
tive agreements, and only an¬ 
other small step to preparing 
American "ideas" for breaking 
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but that was in effect what it 
had become. 

The US ideas began with a 
13 percent withdrawal from, the 
West Bank, to be conducted in 
three stages over 12 weeks and 
synchronized with Palestinian 
measures such as handing over 
a complete list of Palestinian 
police to Israel and arresting 
specified leaders of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement. Hamas. 
There would also be a “time 
out*' on unilateral Israeli settle¬ 
ment activity such 




aa 





r 




ifml 


I 




i Wortnmt* c■>, cartoomews wtshnatotuu. Bjnmn . myc. usa 


deadlocks. 

Ross and Indyk. among oth¬ 
ers. wound up playing major 
roles in reaching the January 
1997 accord in which Netanya¬ 
hu agreed to vacate most of the 
West Bank city of Hebron. An¬ 
ticipating that Netanyahu 
would then "tack to the right” 
to protect his coalition. Clinton 
and Albright pleaded with him 
not to begin building a contro¬ 
versial Jewish neighborhood in 
a sector of East Jerusalem an¬ 
nexed from the West Bank. 

Two months later. Netanya¬ 
hu broke ground at (he site, 
called Har Homa in Hebrew 
and Jahal Abu Ghncim in Ara- 
hic. and Israeli-Palestinian 
talks broke down for good. 

Almost continuously since. 
Rovs and his team have tried to 
broker a way out of the im¬ 
passe to the' final chapter of 
peace bilks rhur were supposed 
to have started the same month 
Netanyahu ascended to power. 

In January, conscious of the 
implications of committing the 
prestige of his office. Clinton 
invited Netanyahu and AmfaL 
for intensive discussions of US 
"ideas" to break their deadlock. 
The administration Mill sought 
to av oid the appearance of hav¬ 
ing drafted a US peace plan. 


os land confiscations and 
home demolitions. 

Clinton hoped, one official 
said, that "if the parties would 
not respond to each other, they 
would respond to us.” When 
that did not happen, the admin¬ 
istration began planning to 
raise the stakes. 

"The Americans decided a 
long time ago that this is what 
they w-ere going to do,” said a 
foreign diplomat who has con¬ 
sulted with the Clinton peace 
team. 

"What may look like im¬ 
provisation is based on very re¬ 
fined thinking.” 

ArafaL who did not much 
like the US plan at first, be¬ 
came more amenable ns the 
depth of Netanyahu's resis¬ 
tance became clear. The Clin¬ 
ton administration recruited 
Egyptian. Jordanian and Euro¬ 
pean help to persuade Arafat, to 
sign on. intending to step up 
pressure on Netanyahu by cast¬ 
ing him as the lone holdout 
against his country's principal 
ally. 

Struggling to reduce the US 
13 percent demand. Netanyahu 
wrote to Clinton on March 10 
with an offer to give up far less 
land—about 9 percent—but to 
choose places that would in- 
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crease the connections between 
existing islands of Palestinian . 
autonomy on the West Bank. 

“We can enhance the conti-.. 
guity of ' (Palestinian)- * 
controlled areas so that Pales¬ 
tinians can travel from north to 
south without encountering' as, 
many Israeli security checks 
such as roadblocksT* Netanya¬ 
hu wrote to Clinton. "The quai-". 
iraiive improvement y/oukJ 
compensate for the quantitative 
limitations." ■' ■ 

The two men spoke by tele¬ 
phone. that week, and '-Clinton 
refused to budge. 

When Albright first mads 
her London remarks Iasi week, 
according to Israeli officials, 
Netanyahu wa$ at first inclined 
to accept the. invitation to 
Washington and the Araeri- 
V, can plan that went with it. 

r v Israel's embassy on Van 

gj Ness Street was frantical- 

g g ly searching for hotel 

mb space: But by Thursday, 

W one Israeli said, “things 

* were starting to turn." 

. One major factor was. 

w Netanyahu's infrastructure 

P minister. Ariel Sharon, a 
formidable patron of West 
Bank settlers who was visit¬ 
ing Washington'. when 
Albright held her news 

a conference in London.' 

Suspecting that • the 
prime minister might, ac- 
^ cept Clinton's deal, Shar¬ 

on tracked down col¬ 
leagues around the world—- 
he found Communications 
Minister Limor Livnai in Aus¬ 
tralia. Agriculture Minister Ra¬ 
fael Eitan in South Korea-lo 
rally them behind a vote of de¬ 
fiance. ... 

Clinton's demand for a 13 
percent withdrawal, Sharon 
argued, would require one of 
three unacceptable choices: 

•. giving up early warning radar 
sites that look eastward, toward 
Iraq: exposing the eastern air 
approach to Tel Aviv’s Ben 
Gun'on Airport; ..or.relinquish- . 
ffig'niu cbflttfji of 'tfi£i&ajap#cfc j 
uifer that lies jusrdvef nftte j. 
edge of Israel's pre-1967 bor-!' 
der. Other Israeli officials 
argued that a withdrawal 
that scale would cut ihtbTs-’ 
raell control of the. roads.ahof 
hilltops commanding rou^frf 
ly IS of the West'Bank’s 
Jewish settlements.. 

In Israel; as his cabinet 
hardened, so did Netanyahu's 
denunciation .. of ‘•dictates'' 
from the United States. But 
Clinton administration offi¬ 
cials professed to be’: uhirn-. 
pressed. 

“Bibi's trying to play a game 
of bravado.” said, one Clinton 
adviser, referring to Netanyahu 
.by his Israeli nickname. “One ' 
of the criteria by which the 
public in Israel judges a prime - 
minister is how they manage 
US-Israeli relations, and I’m 
not sure Bibi’s ready to pay the 
price of an open rilL" 

With both men increasingly 
committed to the fight it grew 
harder by the weekend to see 
how either could finesse their 
dispute. 

One well-known American 
Jewish leader, insisting on ano¬ 
nymity. asked: “Will Netanya¬ 
hu bow to Clinton’s iron will, 
in which case the United States 
is going to be in a - completely 
different role in the Middle 
East? Or will Netanyahu stand 
up to ihe president of the Unit¬ 
ed States, impairing his rela¬ 
tions with his principal ally but 
demonstrating to the world that 
the government of Israel is a 
sovereign state and makes its 
own decisions?” 

“Thai’s what we're going to 
find out, and we're going to 
pay a very high price for this 
little research.” ■ 
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DURING THE years of 
one’s academic education, 
there was a television 
game show in which a 
; sporting incident was 
stopped in frame, and the 
contestants. were asked to 
predict what would follow.' 

When we look at our re¬ 
gion, that program is espe¬ 
cially recalled in compari¬ 
son to attempts to play the 
guessing game of peace, 
which seems unrelated to 
either sportsmanship or its 
spirit. 

And since one is already 
taking the path or para Wes. 
mightn't one drift into the 
Abbasid Court oF Al 
Rashid, where Khaizouran. 
the mother, and Zubeidah. 
the wife, vied with .each 
other for political influ¬ 
ence. and notice a similari¬ 
ty to the statement of Hil¬ 
lary .Clinton to the effect of 
supporting the establish¬ 
ment of a Palestinian state? 

Of course, there was . an 
official US response that 
Mrs Clinton was reflecting 
her personal opinion. Nev¬ 
ertheless. Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu pre- : 
ferrcd to dwell on the Ab- j 
basid precedent and ex¬ 
pressed his protestations 
regarding the statement. 

Perhaps the American 
preoccupation with Middle 
East affairs—good in it¬ 
self—is uncharacteristical¬ 
ly bringing oiit underlying 
tendencies. But at the same 
time, it is drawing chhrac- 
teristic responses from Ne¬ 
tanyahu. who seems to be¬ 
lieve dial despite the fact 
that he is in the Middle 
East, he docs not necessari¬ 
ly have lobe ofii. 

It is important io place 
such events in (fie context 
of recent meetings in Euro¬ 
pean and American capi¬ 
tals. especially in light of 
the fact that Arab capitals 
are not even on the game- 
board. with the exception 
ofCairDund Amman. 

: Thc po^tfion ;(jf Jordan 
I in Uft’cftirriiit situation is 
governed by the important 
factors of its own interests 
as a stafe, its commitment 
to the peace process as 
well as peace-building, and 
its. unequivocal support of 
the PNA. But those impor¬ 
tant factors cannot be taken 
l in the abstract, and should 
not be dealt with in a dis- . 
connected manner. 

Obviously. Jordan's in¬ 
terests are toward the con¬ 
clusion of a comprehensive 
peace treaty with all Arab 
parlies, in addition to the 
fulfillment of legitimate 
Palestinian rights. There¬ 
fore. it is essential to un¬ 
derstand that the Jordanian 
role is not specifically tail¬ 
ored, to perforin mediatory 
functions between our Pal¬ 
estinian brethren and Is¬ 
rael. though it is an impor¬ 
tant task that His Majesty 
King Hussein has per¬ 
formed in the interests of 
the even larger Arab cause, 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan.has 
often carried out in tireless 
shuttle diplomacy. | 

The fact- remains that 
Jordan is organically 
linked to the Palestinian 
people and their cause, it is 
committed to the whole¬ 
hearted support of.the le¬ 
gitimate representatives of 
the Palestinian people. U is 
also a signatory of a peace ■ 
treaty with Israel, and has 
developed its relations on: 
that basis. Clearly, with 
both Israel and the PNA.. 
Jordan has developing 
business, trade, and invest-, 
ment interests. 

But there are also politi¬ 
cal issues, legalistic in na¬ 
ture. which compel Jordan 
to .be part of any future set¬ 
tlement between our breth¬ 
ren in the PNA and Israel. 
Hence, one can conclude |j| 
that Jordan is im important 
and integral pail of a tri¬ 
umvirate . that can only . 
reach a proper solution to 
the Palestinian problem in 
this, relationship, and that 
Jordan’s role is active, and 
pavactiye—continuous, in 
other words, and not built 
on an ad /ior basis. 

There are many issues 
that require direct coopera¬ 
tion between the three par¬ 
ties which are impossible 
to resolve in a bilateral 
manner. They are very 
complex and may require , 
expert opinion. Yet the fact 
remains that the question 
of Holy Jerusalem, and: the 
issue of overlapping sove¬ 
reignty . and'. seif- i 
determination,. cannot be %f; 
ignored in any .'final settle-. 
menLB . 
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® Head of the Financial. 
Market . Authbrity, 
Michael" Martp. s U g- 
. Jtat* total non- 

Jordanian investment in 

tire - Amount" Financial' 

Market since the begin¬ 
ning of this year is esti¬ 
mated at. JD.20-2 -mil¬ 
lion compared to JD 5.3 
million for the : same' 
lime last year. He added 
thal during April the. 
market witnessed a high 
rate of 1 investments 
from Arab and' foreign 
countries.' - . • . 

® The "Arab Ph aoiia - 
ceutical .Manufacturing 
Co generated profits of 
JD 13,443.695 in f997 
compared with JD 
10.179.347. a rise of 
32% rise. Its overall 
sales rose from JD 
24,643.147 in 1996 to 
J D 30,407.175 last year. 
Pretax profits were up 
from JD 3,803,775 in 
1996 to JD 7.-045.478 in 
1997. a rise of 85%. 

■ The specialized 
Investment Complexes 
Co generated profits of 
JD 60,000 in 1997. and 
latest figures estimate 
its sales to hit about JD 
I million. The company 
has completed the first 
phase of the Industrial 
Complexes city, includ-- 
ing buildings, infra¬ 
structure and other rele¬ 
vant services. Already 
228 industrial units 
have been constructed 
in addition to trade 
stores, garages and craft 
centers. 

The company is on its 
way to be awarded die 
ISO 9002 for high qual¬ 
ity and standard. .. 

■ Total sales of Jordan 

Tobacco and Cigarettes 
Co reached . . JD 
39.982,284 last year of 
which the share of the 
state's coffer was JD 
26.863.218. The com¬ 
pany increased its capi¬ 
tal lo JD 12 million by 
distributing free bonus 
shares among 

shareholders. 

■ A! Sharq for Invest¬ 

ment Projects (Holding) 
Co has - increased - its- 
capitnl from JD..? mil-., 
lion to JD II. million. 
Although investment 

activity was brisk m 
1997. the • .company 
made a net profrt of J.D ' 
57.4 thousand. 

■ Similarly, the.Paper, 
and Carton Factories is 
increasing, its. capital' 
from JD 3 million to JD 
5 million. A million 
new shares at one dinar 
each are being put up- 
for subscription. The 
company has produced 
6.124 tons of carton and 
paper last year. 
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^ | Two-day holiday: An economic perspective 




Star Staff Writer ' 

revamping tourism. 

both on the internal and exter¬ 
nal levels, has. recently become 
the talk.of the town. 

'Cntws say more needs to be' 
done to make Jordan a-more: 
attractive ’.place-.for. tourists, 
something which they add. is 
sadly lacking. Tour operators 
point out that both, ordinary Jor¬ 
danians and incoming tourists 
are simply riot satisfied with 
ftie service at touristic sites, nor 
by the exorbitant pricesl 
However, officials stress that 
the situation: is improving arid 
expect more visitors to flock to 
the country.-. - 

Disappointingly, recent sta- * 
trsdes from the Ministry of. 
Tourism indicate that the-total 
number, of tourists arriving in 
the Kingdom last year declined 
by to3.03 percent. The number 
reached 3,067,892 visitors, 
compared with 3.163,592 in 
1996. This figure includes tour- - 
ists from the Americas. Europe,. 
the Gulf. Israel, Australia. New 
Zealand, Japan, Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Malaysia, Indone¬ 
sia and South Africa. " 

Akriun AI Khatib, a local 
economist, says that one of'the . 
reasons for the reduction has to 
do with the high costs of hotel 
stays. .... 

“For instance,. if we take 
Aqaba, which has about 27 
hotels containing a total of 
3,400 beds, the average per 
night stay costs somewhere 
between JD 60 ‘to JD 70 per 
person (about $100). ..This, of 
course, does , not : include 
charges for. transport,. food, 
etc.**. By comparison, a three 
night stay in Cyprus tuns about 


'/jd . 2oo— for r~~: 

. everything. 

' . Ohe tourist who 
- had recently returned 
from the Dead Sea 
caiqc away “ com- ' 

• plaining about the 
. barf service, and die ’ 

. expensive food and -• 

-drinks. ■ : • ;v;vV. 

“Is it fair that a V'/ v 
bottle (not ran),'of •*££!? K, 
jiepsi is sold at JD V -/■” 

-J he' asks * 

incredulously.. N ‘ V ■ 

: Another owner of ■ ^ 
a. tour agency who 
preferred lo remain SH§§J 
anonymous, . says. 

“We. should not 
blame the vendor or L. j 
the man who is in ■fcjgj 
charge of a rcstau- 
ram in thai part of 
die Kingdom: he 
may have an excuse for selling 
ai a high price." 

The vendor, he explains, has 
' to bear the expense of carrying 
every food item he sells ail the 
way from Amman or from a 
distant -supermarket. So he has 
to offset his costs by selling at 
a higher price. 

Another tour agent, who also 
preferred to remain anony¬ 
mous, points to another aspect. 
“Our problem in Jordan has 
partly to do with the low 
income of many of our people. 
Because of this, they look for 
the- cheapest form of leisure, 
which is often goin on a picnic. 

“To avoid the high cost of 
joining organized ’touristic 
tours, people prefer to spend 
their lime in the open air. 

“Just go and watch the many 
families who picnic by the 
sides of die Airport Road,” he 
adds. Of course they are free to 
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spend their time wherever and 
however they like. Neverthe¬ 
less. these sites are often left in 
a less-than-perfect condition 
after the picnic is over. Lefto¬ 
ver food and garbage often lit¬ 
ter the areas, and their effect is 
not only unsightly, it is also 
harmful lo the environment." 

Thus, “it’s better stop asking 
officials or those who are 
involved with promoting tour* 
ism to upgrade services and 
facilities at the touristic sites." 
Instead, there should he greater 
•"touristic awareness' and eth¬ 
ics should be stressed," retorts 
another angry touristic agenL 

One visitor says that there is 
definitely a lack of the finance 
necessary to upgrade touristic 
facilities and promote Jordan 
outside. “Israel spends about 
$50 million every year to pro¬ 
mote tourism, and Egypt con¬ 
tributes upwards of $40-$4? 
million to its touristic sites. By 


• seeks US 
for merger 


By Kcbard Waters in New 
YoKk and. Haig Sra$qian 
ai Detroit 


1-1568 
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DAJM££R-RENZ plans to 
create, a sew US-style .board of 
directors'after its- merger- with 
Chiysieft-aceorduig to- Jurgen 
Schrempp, chairman of the 
43wmapcompany-.. - - - 
v' - -board -would 

bring together ^ tojT ■ 

executives from' the . 
hew. DaimkaChiys- 
ler - and representa¬ 
tives of ^ share¬ 
holders, and • WOirtd - - 
be in addition so the ,. 
traditional manage¬ 
ment- and -supervi¬ 
sory boards main¬ 
tained by German! 
companies, '• : he 
added. • 

It also emeaged 
yesterday .• -. that 
Thomas Stallkamp, 

Ghrysler's president,: • 
would take the cen-. 
tral role in .manag¬ 
ing the integration : 
of the two compa- ■, 
nies despite the feet 
that Daimler execu-"• 
lives wiB be in a . 
majority on the key ( . 

' decision-making groups in fee 
new OaimleaChrysler 
-■ Both developments appeared 
to point to efforts by Daimler to 
win strong US backing. 
Although billed as a merger of 
equals, the all-stock deal 
announced on Thursday 
amounts to an acquisition of 
Chrysler for $38 biIKon. .- 

Commenting on the new 
board, Schrempp said: “I think 


Americans will feel very com¬ 
fortable with this.” The inten¬ 
tion’ was to create a formal 
arrangement for some of the 
new company's biggest share¬ 
holders to meet executives, he 
added. .......... 

. It was unclear, however, 
what power the. new . group 
would have to influence strat¬ 
egy, or how it would sit along¬ 



side the supervisory board 
made up of trades union and 
shareholders representatives. 

Stallkamp, who became 
Chrysler president earlier this 
year, is one of three US execu¬ 
tives on a seven-person com¬ 
mittee set up to manage the 
merger. He will be responsible 
for the integration of the two 
companies, as well as all of 
Chrysler’s car and truck busi¬ 


nesses. Daimler said putting 
him firmly in position to step 
into the shoes of Bob Eaton, 
the Chrysler chairman who is 
due to retire in three years. 

Eaton and Gary Vnhtdc, 
Chrysler's chief financial offi¬ 
cer. will also sit on the new 
chairmen's integration council, 
with Valade being given con¬ 
trol of . global purchasing. 

Daimler execu¬ 
tives. led by 
Schrempp, will he 
in charge of 
finance and 

strategy. 

Also, maintain¬ 
ing a clear division 
between the two 
car brands. Jurgen 
Hubbert will sit on 
the committee as 
head of the Mer¬ 
cedes car business. 
Daimler executives 
will also take ten 
of the 18 seats on 
the new company's 
management 
board. 

It also appeared 
likely that Kirk 
Kerkorion. Chrys- ■ 
let's biggest share¬ 
holder. and the US 
auto workers' union would win 
seats on DaimlerChrysIer's 
supervisory board. 

Eaton said: “We haven’t 
made the final decisions." 
However, asked if Kerkorian 
would be allowed to name a 
representative to the board, he 
added: “I suspect he will.” ■ 
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contrast, there has stt far been 
about S5 million available per 
year to promote touristic and 
recreational activities in 
Jordan." 

Such promotional activity— 
involving advertising of touris¬ 
tic sites, hotels and resorts 
through brochures. confer¬ 
ences. public relations cam¬ 
paigns and exhibitions—have 
lo be organized in -uch a way 
that lheir presentation outside 
of Jordan makes outsiders u.mt 
income in. 


AI kitaiib says thal tour 
agencic- ::n:»i r.Lij ,i Ijrgci lole 
in itiari.clinj Jordan in the out¬ 
side world. i«f promo¬ 

tion iha’ -’«t ;‘.:r remain* c«.*nsij- 
jjviblj reinv cxpect-Ti ions 
"The;, jtlic .igenciesj even lack 
■ tie ability to pubii^h 
brt'ic.iur’N.” 

in .iJJJrion. i lie infrj struct lire 
,:r .ircli^c-'IuJc.il or t.»ur- 
jstiv iii.’.. in Jot Jan. lie says, is 

e.d.—c*.ei. .ihseiit :n sonic 
o.i : cs. An,!, while lour guides 
..re iir’jv.rtiiM m m.;r' : ;:iine lv«i- 
J.itt. "the;, .ire no- being si: 111- 
c'L.’tll; traire-j or qutiiiiieJ. 
though there r- :n i ruani/ation 
!’>:h-rm.” \i Khaiib s,i;.s. 

Bat lliere is ■.••mcliting 
much more tr.tr.c to that. One 
tour jgjr.i .*..)■> trie gioernmcni 
should cffnpi iojr agencies 
I'roir. ir.’.o.r-e la\. hec.iu-e llury 
p'..} a •.:i-i :«ile m .‘mailing 

loreieu to.ristic groups to ;fic 
Kingiimi ir. .-'.•J-Jiii.ia a. hmi 1 -'- 
inj m.aie;. into I'’..- .«tin:r>. 
Other lyres nj i.iur .igeiKtes. 
like ilii.se Mi.;! .ireaiu^e *iiitg.»- 
mg irip.s for the l«.<cal popula¬ 
tion. Sacliidiiig aJ cling and 
Ireieiii jgeuls. should tint he 
C’.vmpieJ "r: >ni the income t.r-.. 
Ti.e l.it:ei io ro* heoelli the 
i’i'ii.r,ir. !*• ilt? fnraivr do. pri- 
m.iril;.- H\ hru’ging ia hard c.tr- 
'O!’.■■ ■ he 5E 




Lurie's NewsCartoon 



MORE HOLIDAYS lo come! Good news for employees 
in the public sector. A resolution is expected in the near 
future thal will give employees two days off per week, 
with Thursday in addition to Friday. Though such a deci¬ 
sion is yet to be finalized, workers in the private sector 
sesm to be preparing themselves for a protest action 
because they have not been included in the proposal. 

Some experts argue that if approved by the Cabinet, 
the resolution could create a gap between the public and 
the private sector on one hand, while isolating Jordan 
from the outside world on the other. Government depart¬ 
ments and ministries closing their doors on Thursday 
and Friday, added to the S aim day and Sunday ’weekend’ 
of most Western countries, means that the Kingdom will 
fuse contact with a large pan of the outside husiness 
world tor four consecutive days. Being ’out of touch* for 
the larger portion of each week may he accompanied by 
inestimable financial losses and could expose the econ¬ 
omy to unneeded .setbacks. 

However, it is clear that our employees applaud such a 
step. -\u opinion poll concluded by a team at the Minis¬ 
try of Administration Development nhnwed that 76% of 
the public sector employees support a two-day weekend, 
and thal 75*v of them prefer that the second day be 
Thursday. 

There are some official departments that will have to 
he cxeluJcd from the decision, if and when it is imple¬ 
mented. Those departments dial affect hnsic needs and 
services are to be exempt front the new work schedule— 
the Ministries of Electricity and Water, the Traffic 
Directorate, and the income lax and passports depart¬ 
ments. lor example 

The suggestion to have two Jays off is currently being 
studied hv the Chamber of Industry, which prepared a 
memo regarding its negative aspects on both economic, 
pn-duclivc arid social fronts. 

Already the number ol actual working days is not 
high. The memo says that currently, with a one-day holi¬ 
day. employees really work 253 Jays a year. If the two 
day weekend is approved, the figure v.iil shrink to 201 
Jays. 

Of course added to pilgrimage and maternal vacation, 
the total number of yearly holidays could increase in as 
much as 6' i. 

The Chamber of Industry also points out that dividing 
the M working hours over sis days won't necessarily 
render a production equal to the same number of hours 
JhidcJ into five days. Productive capacity per hour is 
likely to decrease with the rise of work hours per day. ft 
is generally agreed that during the curly hours of the 
Jay. the worker lends to he more productive than during 
the latter ones. 

And there is another consideration. The rise in number 
of work hours per day makes a hreuk somewhere in the 
middle of the day necessary. This in turn means that, in 
addition to designated break times, there must also he a 
designated area in the work place where workers can 
take quick meals or have soft drinks. In (he end this 
means added eosts in addition to non-productive work 
time. 

There jrc also social consequences. Workers and 
their families will have to find new ways of spending 
iltcir extra time without spending extra money—a matter 
if utmost importance for those on a strict budget. Plan¬ 
ning may have to go into creating new. affordable 
venues of interest for those working five days rjlher than 
six. 

The Chamber of Industry's memo stresses that rather 
;iiaii arguing about how many days employees should 
have off. we should instead look forward to wajs in 
v-liich v.e can boost our productivity, in order become 
more competitive on rhe world market. 

Compared to the public sector, the impact of a two- 
day weekend in the private sector, where a high percent¬ 
age of domestic industrial output lies, could have an 
even stronger effect on the economy. 

If the two-day holiday is approved, then a plan to 
enhance internal tourism should he put forth. This could 
require more spending hv touristic agents to upgrade 
their service for local clientele and to improve facilities 
at (he touristic and archaeological sits in the Kingdom. 


First on Syrian border, fourth in Kingdom 

Duty Free shop opens at Jaber 


ANOTHER DUTY Free Shop 
was officially opened at the 
jaber crossing point on the 
occasion of His Majesty King 
Hussein's 45th anniversary of 
his assumption of his constitu¬ 
tional powers. It was officially 
opened by Prime Minister Dr 
Abdnl Salam Ai Majali. The 
opening marked the establish¬ 
ment of the first Jordanian 
Duty Free Shop i JDFj on Jor¬ 
dan’s territorial border with 
Syria. 

However, this is the fourth 
center to he opened in the 
Kingdom, the first being at 
the King Hussein Bridge, fol¬ 
lowed by others at the Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge, and a shop in 
the Airport's terminal at the 
7th Cirde. JDF chief Nader AI 
Thabi says he is very pleased 
with the establishment or new- 
center at the Jaber point, and 
expects a lot of activity. 

To make it eaaer to shop. 
JDF set up two shops, one on 
the departnre side, and 
another for those entering 


from Syria. ** 

Goods on dis- *• 
play iarfmlir 
bags* handbag*. 
pens, lighters S. f:' / 
toys, cigarettes • '‘ p. 

and chocolates. ; 

These are jusl a » 

few «f the many , 
items available .. v 
in the duly free 
shops, all at "'.'V' - . 
competitive “ S.v 

Prices- , 

JDF is busy ; 
preparing for - -’ 

the opening ««r I 

other duly free \ 
shops, with one 
one at karuma ; j 

on the border ! \ 

with Iraq that t 

even include*’ a - ) 

pharmacy. The 
new .simps are 
bring sel up to 
provide for both the fashiona¬ 
ble desires and practical needs 
of a w ide v ariety of people. 9 


feo' 



• Arab Bank 


257315’ ’ ’ - * Arab Bank 


* Hie Homing Bank 354072 


AB data provided by ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 
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The Cairo real 


estate market: 


is it unreal? 


By Samir Rifaat 

Cairo Star corespondent 


"THE MARKET has come a long way 
since the day I closed my first deal with a 
Peruvian diplomat 25 years ago." says 
Mona Foda. senior partner of one of 
Cairo's oldest real-estate agencies. "In 
those days my boss and 1 operated 
through a tom-tom and messenger system 
because telephones were down most of 
the time." This was also the time when 
Foda recovered from a failed marriage in 
Canada. 

When she traveled to Switzerland in her 
late teens Foda wasn't sure if she was 
ever returning to Egypt let alone one day 
take over Cairo's first women-only real 
estate agency. A pre-i952 senator's 
daughter married to the post graduate 
grandson of interwar prime minister 
Ismail Sidki Pasha. Foda envisaged a new 
life away from a country which had gone 
socialist and where her peers didn’t know 
where their next monthly earnings would 
come from. 

These were Egypt's scary ‘60s. Follow¬ 
ing the birth nf their first child, Foda and 
husband moved again, this time to Canada 
where she made a short-lived attempt at 
professional life. It wasn't easy since ail 
she had going for her was the equivalent 
of a high school certificate. 

And with the birth of a second son, 
there was no question of getting a regular 
job. The marriage meanwhile was going 
up in smoke so thar it was as a single 
mother that she made the downhearted 
return journey home. But the Egypt Foda 
found was different from the one she had 
left. 


A change in regime and the jubilant 
aftermath of the 1973 October War had 


brightened things up. Moreover, the eco¬ 
nomic boom-bust cycle was taking a turn 
for the better. Cautious optimism pre¬ 
vailed everywhere. After a short slim in a 
fashionable boutique. Foda learned that 
Mrs Soad Rashed-Khalii. a former beauty 
queen of exceptional talent, was looking 
at expanding her real-estate agency. 
Established circa 1961. this was the first 
woman-tun agency in the history of 
Cairo's real-estate market, a trend that 
would be followed years later as more and 
more ladies of leisure joined the trade. 


As business expanded. Rashed-Khalii 
seeked assistance from like-minded per¬ 
sons who were multilingual and had relia¬ 
ble social connections Two candidates 
had already responded. Mona Badrawi. 
daughter of Egypt's largest former land¬ 
owner. and Nadia Gamal al-Oin. a daugh¬ 
ter of Paris-based Syrian tv coon Akram 
Ojeh. 

Mona Foda would be the third. A quick 
[earner. Foda joined the firm in the mid- 
70s just as business was taking off. Leba¬ 
non had gone to war with itself and deluxe 
refugees were streaming into Cjiro. The 
new arrivals coincided with the vertical 
magnificauon of ihe relative new district 
of Mohandessine. 

Unlike most other clients, the "kcefik 
cheri" crowd were a cash-ready clientele 
looking for a place to lay anchor. Deals in 
those days were a snap. Heretofore, the 
agency had dealt primarily with exacting 
foreign diplomats most of them interested 
in the upmarket districts of Garden City. 
Zamalck or Maadi. All three had a west¬ 
ern flavor about them. Garden City with 
its grand mansions and Urge apartmenis. 
Maadi with its garden and foreign 
schools. Zamalck where almost every 
smart building hjd a view of the Nile or 
fronted the famous Gerira Club. 

The late '60s and early '70s were 
known in the trade as the tight years. 
These were the pre building-boom days 
when demand for real estate far exceeded 
supply. Fortunately for Rashed-Khalii and 
her jaunty team, they knew most ol the 
villa and luxury apartment ners who. at 
the time, represented a cross-section of 
Egypt's ancicn regime. 

For economic reasons, many among 
them were obliged to rent out their prem¬ 
ises while they themselves rented much 
smaller apartments. In this respect. 
Rashcd-Khalil's agency had an edge on its 
competitors who relied on the trade's •.in¬ 
gle most important source of information: 
the boab (concierge). 

Save For Rashed-Khalii and one or two 
professional real estate offices including 
Khourys of Zamalck. the l%0s were 
characterized by mom and pop type set¬ 
ups. No surprise then that Maadi's earliest 
agents worked out nf makeshift kiosks, 
coffee shops and bicycles. It was 
Sadat's infitah (open door policyt which 


jump-started the 1970s building boom 
which supplanted a decade and a half of 
private sector construction freeze. 

Overnight apartment houses went up as 
more and more people capitalized on the 
avalanche of foreign arrivals, mainly 
bankers, corporate and oil executives, and 
platoons of white collar experts. The ren¬ 
tal market, flourished. Moreover, there 
was an emerging class of Gulf money 
itching to get in on the building boom. 
With time, real-estate supply far outdis¬ 
tanced demand. The building map of 
Cairo was changing irrevocably... 

While the 1960s and early ‘70s were 
characterized by a western clientele in 
search of villas and grand "style" apart¬ 
ments. the '80s saw a rush for everything 
modem, from aluminum French windows 
and cn-suitc bedrooms to air-conditioned 
kitchens...all the neoteric trimmings. 

On the other hand, the mid ‘90s saw a 
return to old refurbished apartments pref¬ 
erably with high ceilings, parquet and 
chimneys. In fact, to this day. Zamalek's 
Union. Lebnn and Ali Lubib Gahr build¬ 
ings remain top of the line. In the same 
league hut with four decades separating 
them are the modem al-Abd and al-Gamai 
buildings. 

The 30 stury-plus al-Abd building over¬ 
looks Zamalek's Gczira Club, comes with 
a garage and fire escape, has security ser¬ 
vice and offers five and four bedroom 
configurations. Equally important, al Abd 
has a service elevator and a standby gen¬ 
erator. Prices for renting a 300-350 square 
meter apartment in al-Abd are in the 
$4.000-$4,500 per month range. 

Purchase price in the same building is 
somewhere between $2,350 - $2,900 per 
square meter. Prices are about 40 to 50 
percent less for similar facilities in Garden 
City and Maadi. As more four and five 
bedroom configurations come on 
stream—even if the rooms arc smaller and 
matchbox-shaped—what remains scarce 
are the one-bedroom units. 

Foda chi ms there is a growing demand 
for European and New York type studios 
especially from single expats or those who 
prefer to leave their families behind. 
Another phenomena is the declining 
amount of balconies and terraces. On the 
one hand apartment owners like to incor¬ 
porate their balconies into the flat (for 
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A view from Cairo 


dust and noise considerations), while on 
the other hand, foreign renters specifically 
request open balconies in order to lake in 
Egypt's sunny round-the year climate. 

Today, business is conducted by fax, 
cellular and car phone. Even internet and 
electronic mail is coming into play says 
Foda who has had intermittent recourse 
on her two sons, Ali Marei, a married 
Coca Cola executive in West Africa and 
Hussein who did his own stint in real 
estate before getting into environmentally 
friendly transportation—the economical 
and silent Vespa. Although the GMZ 
(Garden City. Maadi. Zamalek) districts 
still represents a major portion of real- 
estate business, agencies are looking more 
and more at the Pyramids area, well 
beyond Giza's sought after Nileside. 

With the growth of industrial parks and 
satellite towns like 6th of October City 
(north of Cairo), renters want to live close 
to their place of employment. Moreover, 
the opening of new foreign schools on 
Cairo's periphery has taken away from 
Maadi's educational exclusivity. As Cairo 
expands into the outlying desert. Foda and 
others in her profession realize it is impos¬ 
sible for any one agency to cover both the 
metropolitan area and the new gated set¬ 
tlements (derided by some as ‘deluxe 
ghettos') on Cairo's periphery which is 
why more and more intra-agency deals 
are now made on a split commission 
basis. 

With regards to the first years of the 
gsxt millennium. Foda expects a surge in 
demand for Cairo's outer regions. Her 
agency has already been approached by 
Katameya Heights luxury home owners 


who are .putting their villas on the market 
(sale price of a villa starts at LE i million) 
presumably far those with a penchant for 
golf. *’lt could be that with the unprece¬ 
dented availability of new suburban devel¬ 
opments we will .see a drop in prices in 
the GMZ area." According to Foda. cer¬ 
tain things in her line of business haven't 
changed. “For s loners, in the absence of 
state-sanctioned guidelines, we still rely 
on the integrity and honesty of ihe per¬ 
sons we deal with. Secondly, the time fac¬ 
tor. Lucky is the day you clinch a deal on 
your first outing. Conversely, you can 
visit 30 potentials and no dice. There is 
also the customer who wants it all: Nile 
and pyramids view, five bedrooms, cen¬ 
tral air-condition. Jacuzzi, the whole 
works, but has no corresponding hard 
cash!" 

There are also the risks of the trade 
such us the lessor, who renegades on the 
deal or one who refuses to pay the stan¬ 
dard commission (one month’s, rental or 
2.5 percent of sale). There is the recurring 
renter who holds the real-estate agent 
responsible whenever anything goes 
wrong in the rented unit. 

And there is the breakdown of a deal- 
even as the contract is about to be signed 
either because of poor communication 
between lessor and lessee or because of 
interference of an overzealous lawyer who 
wants a piece of the action. Also accord¬ 
ing to Foda, the state of the rear estate 
markeL is giving rise to growing concern; 
Will the expansion of activity and the 
astronomical rise in price levels which 
have characterized-ihe last'15 years- 
continue? .. - 


And to what extent is the market: influ- _ 
enced by internal factors, such as govern-, 
mem-land sales and the pace of construe- 
tion? There arc no easy answers. One 
particular feature which distinguishes the 
real estate market from ‘"nonnaF* mar- . 
kels—such as those for tomatoes, televi¬ 
sions—where the lower the price, the . 
greater the demand, is that wheii leal 
estate prices rise, more people are led io 
buy more apartments and other properties. 

Conversely, falling prices are always 
accompanied by lower demand and lower ; 
activity. Whatever the reason for this phe¬ 
nomenon. it means that everyone in the - 
business of building and selling homes, 
offices and factories has a vested interest 
in prices going up. Agents, who live off 
the volume of deals ratter than the abso¬ 
lute price level, are obliged to favorrising 
prices, since falling prices go together, 
with a shriveling volume of traiistetioas." 

From her personal experience Foda will 
tell you that real-estate, like all markets 
.for-assets. is a cyclical business tied-into 
the state of the overall economy. No boom 
ever goes on forever, nor is a state-of- 
stabfe equilibrium ever reached. There are . 
always ups and downs, with only thar 
intensity and volatility varying from one 
cycle to another. Moreover, to this day. 
there has been no expert assessment oh.. 
the state of the local market so that raanyj? 
analysts consider the going residential?-'. ’ 
prices unreaL A situation which in turn- 
leads everyone to ask whether we are in ... . 
.^faordealtng 
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Worldevents according to Peray 


Stephane Peray is an editorial cartoonist living in Bangkok. He contributed these cartoons to The Star 
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Dexter FiUdna ’ '?• 

w, DELHI; "Indfi^Tfic- 
ian government exploded a - 
irogcn bomb , Monday,. 
shunning international :p&s- ' 
sure and- threatening. to 'drag 
the region, into, a dMgfcra- 
and prolonged confirmation.' ■ 
Indian Prune Minister Atai 
Bihari Vajpayee announced jh 
an evening news. conference, 
here itai this country ’a scien¬ 
tists - had?. conducted - diree 
underground -"atomic ‘ fr^ts- —' 
the eo^tty’s .' first, .since 
1974-Mft : 4 desert laboratory - 
.300 miles southwest of the 
^rtpitaL One . of those tests, 
■/ajpayec itfuE .• detonated ‘ a'."' 
Thermonuclear device. ■ the. 
counify'afirsts . 

Vajpayee.' India’s' prime 
minister Tor less than three 
months, said he had ordered 
the tests to safeguard Indians 
security. Bui toe move . 
brought. swift- - condemnation. 
from around toe world—and 
angry, ominous threats from 
India’s main rival. Pakistan* 
which has fought 1 three wars 
with India since 1947. hinted 
strongly that it would-soon 
lest its own nuclear bomb— 
and mutch India step for.step. 

■ China, which maintains a 
substantial nuclear arsenal, 
und. has conducted tests of its 
own in recent, months, stayed • 
vileni after, the nuclear tests. 
Monday hut is coming off a 
week of some of its. worst 
relations with India in-more 
than a decade.- The White 
House also, condemned * 
India’s nuclear tests, which 
arc all but certain to triggers 
range of sanctions, including 
u suspension of millions of 
dollars in direct US aid and a. . 
possible end to billions of do!- -. 
lure in new loans from inter¬ 
national agencies. 

Monday’s nuclear tests 
seemed likely to give rise 10 a 
period of uncertainty in a 
region that - many analysts 
regard nowuts the most-likely 
*ji witness a possible nuclear 
Jecchunge. 

Neither India nor Pakistan 
has signed (he Nudear Non- „ 
proliferation Treaty or the; 
Comprehensive Tfesr &*» ■ . 

Treaty—landmark efforts afc'- -’ 
arms control that iri&y&s * 
have beeir eBdoraed % mrire^ 
. than J 00 enamrtah- 

While'only-five coostocs^-v 
the Uijtbri ;- J 

have openly declared 
nuclear capabiIities.?sevedaL V 
including India andB^sort,/ 
arc thought-to possess toe.«*£ 
uisitc technology to buQd; • 
nudear bombs.-. ■ 

India is believed to have 
jhud the capability in assemble. 
Seven! nuclear weapons since 
the mid-1970s. ..Pakistan,- 
though it has never, tested, a 
nudear device, is ■ generally 
believed to be able to quickly 
build at least a half-dozen . 
nuclear weapons. 

Besides three wars.' India 
and Pakistan almost came to . 
blows again in !990- : -and. 
according to US intelligence 
sources—nearly deployed . 

nuclear weapons agamsi one 
another. India and China, 
which maintains a substantial 


condemn Actor poised to 
>omb test play president 



nuclear arsenal.' fought a still * 
unresolved border war in 

1962, -; 

Indian officials said M 01 V 
day they, had considered the . 
likely, international response, 
and : decided. these- tests i were; 
worth toe boost to national 
security and - national morale. - 
*Tbe people of.'.Jfldravatftr.-- 
have a. very credible nuclear- ; 
deterrent," said . Bnjesh' 
Mishra.^ principal secretary to-: 
the prime ‘ minister. • "India- 


and. .vre havertataa ^ are of toe? 


very.dan^gu^ mtelear.^atyi^ 
ronment around India." : 

Mishra; said .he (hoped the 
United ^tMesc - ^ ia ch^ uatif 
M onday 4 was.tirt^as^n that ' 
had cortta^sert 7 it^wpfid’s 
raqst 

tiny “sab^aiocaJr under- 
gnranrf^etoaa^odast year in 
Nevad a Would ^ nor impose - 

While -Monday s -Jndjan- 


mm 


(m'natioawide. 

^^,4.nucteari 

vsKyr^jodrhas. 

/etjjan: 


JodSfa- arav? 

xgrififvl>aQsfr 
selfTconftdeaci^^ 

ckJ^Htdeial^ea-lidondayls 
tests. oojpdqc^B^in/the sjame-- 
regton. the /Poftliran/Rimge, 
where toe r country, detonated 
its. firet mudear device,.iin 
1974_. One test* .Vjypflyce 
said, was- of. '•a.e^'f&sioh 
device* 1 * -ia_ which; m explo¬ 
sion is profhteed hy.'5p0tting- 
an atom. Ibe.secondL be said. ’ 

. was an . unspecified, "low- - 
yield devtcer The.:third: .he 
said, was a ■‘thermonuclear’ 
weapon, employing nudear 


. fission and fusion to produce 
;. a much more powerful explo¬ 
sion than a standard atomic 
device. 

-' .The Indian govern merit said 
the explosions did not release 
any- radiation into the atmos¬ 
phere. John Minsch - of US 
National Earthquake Center 
said the strongest explosion 
registered a magnitude of 5.4. 

“The United States is 
deeply disappointed by the 
docisipo of the government of 
India?to conduct three nuclear 
tests." White House spokes- 
martJilike.McCurry said. . 

Ibe explosions seemed 10 
set-.""up' a. confrontation 
. hetwe^ihe United States and 
India*; .which have never been 
the beat-of allies;: to begin 
witte;‘t&nder the Nuclear Pro¬ 
liferation Prevention'.Act- of 
1994,'-toe United Stales must 
cut off ail. economic aid. mili¬ 
tary aid. credits, bank loans 
and export licenses to. any 
country—other than the five, 
acknowledged nuclear pow- 
erfr=Er4tal ]xtests a . nuclear : 
weapon. - 

.; The law also says the 
United Slates will oppose 
World Bank loans and all 
cicber.-international lending to 
the .offending nation. While, 
the United Slates by itself 
ooold not block World Bunk 
loses to India, other countries 
like Japan, which denounced 
Monday’s Indian tests, and 
Germany generally support 
US efforts to curb toe-spread 
of nuclear weapons^ 

State Department spokes¬ 
man James P. Rubin said 
Monday that US government 
officials were still examining 
Lhe test data and had reached 
no conclusions. 

Bin any international sane-' 
lions could be catastrophic for 
India.. one of the poorest 
nations on Earth. . 

Meantime, the nuclear tests 
seemed certain to. heighten 
tensions between India and its 
neighbors. Pakistani Foreign 


Minister Gohar Ayuh criti¬ 
cized India for its nuclear 
tests and suggested that Mem 
countermeasures were on the 
wav. Only last week, the chief 
of the Pakistani nuclear pro¬ 
gram vowed - toal Pakistan 
'would respond, to an Indian 
nuclear test in "si mutter of 
weeks,*' ■ 

IJi Times- Washington 
Post News Service 


By Rone Tempest 

! MANILA. Philippines—A political 

widow who led a popular revolution. A 
Wcsl Point-educated general who hccame 
:i civilian politician. And now. if early 
exit polls prove true, a movie actor stands 
poised to become the third elected Philip¬ 
pine president since the fall of dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos in 1986. 

Final results in Monday’s notional elec¬ 
tions arc not expected for at least 10 days. 
But exit polls conducted hy broadcast 
media here showed former actor Joseph 
Estrada, hi. holding a commanding lead. 

An exit poll conducted by the private 
DZRH radio station showed Estrada lead¬ 
ing his nine rivals for the post with 34.6 
percent of Ihose interviewed. His nearest 
rival. House Speaker Jose Dc Venecia, 
also fil. trailed with Ift.X percent. 

Other polls, notably one conducted hy 
the generally pro-De Venecia Facts Base 
Inc. showed the race closer but with 
Estrada still in the lead. Most of the early 
exil polls were conducted in urban areas 
where Estrada’s support is weakest. 

As lie voted in Manila Monday morn¬ 
ing. Estrada exuded confidence. "I feel 
great.” he said. “It's nil over. Ear the 
counting.'’ Later, as he feasted on suck¬ 
ling pig with supporters at his Manila 
home, he called his election campaign 
"the greatest performance of my life.’’ 

In his quest for the presidency of this 
former American colony. Estrada drew on 
parallels between his* background and 
1 base of Presidents Reagan and Clinton. 
When opponents said his background as a 
movie actor was not serious, he died Rea¬ 
gan’s career. 

Attacked by Philippine church leaders 
for his history of extramarital sexual dalli¬ 
ances. Estonia noted that Clinton faced 
similar problems. 

If Estrada wins ns expected, it could he 
i\ blow to the political influence of the 
Konun Catholic Church and its top prel- 
itie here. Jaime Cardinal Sin. who cam¬ 
paigned against him. 

"The moral power of the church is not 
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Estrada putting his vote in the ballot, 

the same as it was in the past.” said Gerry 
Barican. a Manila lawyer and political 
columnist. "It still has some power but it 
is no longer shepherds leading sheep." 

As usual in the Philippines' emotional 
political arena, the election was accompa¬ 
nied by widespread reports of violence. 
Officials said at (cast seven people died in 
election day-related incidents, including 
one episode in which supporters of :i may- 
oral candidate in remote Join Island 
attacked opponents with mortars, injuring 
11. Since the campaign began more than 
three months ago. more than 45 people 
have died. 

Besides scattered violence, sonic vote 
counts were delayed hecause of power 
failures in rural areas. 

If Estrada—toe silling Philippine vice 
president who is famous for his rags-to- 
richcs film roles—is elected, this will he 
the second peaceful transition here. In a 
1986 snap election. Marcos and Cory 


Aquino, widow of assassinated opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino, declared victory. 
Aquino was installed as president alter 
Marcos lied the country. In IWl incum¬ 
bent President Fidel Ramos won election 
for a single six-year term. Ramos sup¬ 
ported House Speaker De Venecia in 
Monday’s vine. 

Imclda Marcos, widow of the late dicta¬ 
tor. threw her support to Estrada alter 
abandoning her own candidacy for presi¬ 
dent. Bui 1 he Marcos political tradition 
will continue as a result of the Monday 
vote. Ferdinand Marcos Jr. son of the late 
dictator, was elected governor of Hocus 
Norte Province north of Manila. His sis¬ 
ter. Imclda "Imcc'' Marcos-Manotoc. was 
ctccicd to the house of representatives 
from the same province. ■ 

H Times- WasJungion Past 
News Service 


American pilots recall 
tense airlift to Berlin 


Jj.>yiJJiam;D.rozdiak ‘ . 

BERLlN—FUiy years later. 
Herbert Mohieii stifl hpars the 
low rumhlc of the'American 
plane hearing precious sugar 
supplies as it dropped out of 
the clouds on a Freezing 
November night. He still secs 
the flash of Tire when the 
craft overshot the runway and 
crashed into a warehouse at 
Tcmpclhof Airport. 

Mon ten. now 83. remem¬ 
bers the agonizing'groans as 
he rushed to help the stricken 
crew. "They were screaming 
like crazy.” he said. ”1 
dragged out the pilot and 
plunged him into, a nearby 
water tank. Then I went hack 
and got • the other two crew¬ 
men. They all hail third- 
degree hums, hut I got them 
to the hospital in time to save 
their lives.” 

. At the lime. Monien was in 
charge of: monitoring the 
relief supplies- that Western 


allies, w.cre.airlilfing 10 .2 mil¬ 
lion residents of West Berlin., 
'who were stranded when the 
Soviet army cut off ground 
access to their island of free¬ 
dom in 1948. The blockade 
lasted 462 days and was one 
of the defining moments in 
the carlv da vs of the Cold 
War. 

When President Clinton 
visits Tcmpclhof on Wednes¬ 
day at the start, of a European 
trip, he will pay tribute to the 
heroic actions of Monien and 
countless others who ensured 
the success of history’s great¬ 
est humanitarian air rescue. It 
is an achievement that for 
many Berliners symbolized 
how the United Slates would 
viand hy newly democratic 
allies who only three years 
earlier were regarded us mor¬ 
tal enemies. 

The statistics alone attest to 
an amazing logistical feat. 
More than 2.3 million tons of 
fowl, fuel and medicine were 


delivered to Tempeihof and 
two other makeshift airfields 
to sustain the Western 
enclave 110 miles inside the 
Soviet-occupied zone of Ger¬ 
many. US and British planes, 
with crews mobilized for 
round-lhc-clock service, flew 
278.000 cargo missions. At 
the peak nf the airlift, planes 
were taking off und landing 
every 30 seconds. 

The crisis erupted in spring 
1948 when the Soviet army 
began disrupting the How of 
troops und supplies hy the 
three Western allies—the 
United States. France and 
Britain—to their occupation 
sectors in West Bcrlin. When 
West Germany introduced its 
new currency, the murk, on 
June 24. the Russians closed 
off all ground routes to force 
the allies in abandon their ter¬ 
ritory and in starve the Wcsl 
Berliners into capitulation. 

The US government. Tear¬ 
ful of igniting war. balked at 


dispatching armed convoys., 
to reopen the routes. So the 
US military commander for 
Berlin. General Lucius Clay, 
decided the only option to a 
Communist takeover or the 
starvation of 2 million Ber¬ 
liners was in fiy in food and 
other vital supplies. 

“Clay called me and asked 
if no could start an airlift." 
recalled Captain Jack Ben¬ 
nett. who returned to Berlin 
to celebrate the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of what he calls his most 
fateful decision. "At first. I 
told him no way. because I 
thought it was too dangerous 
to do low-level living at 
night over hostile territory. 
Clay said we could make his¬ 
tory. but I told him I didn’t 
want 10 make history because 
I was young and wanted to 
stay alive." 

Bennett went on to fiy 60 
missions—more than any 
other pilot—in what he anil 
his fellow airmen called 


Jordan develops promising fitness market 
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By Anca de Maio . 

Special to The Star : 

THE INTERCONTINENTAL Hotel re¬ 
cently held the first "Health ami Fitness 
Seminar” in Amman- The meeting was 
meant to raise Jordanians’ awareness of 
the scientifically proven benefits of physi¬ 
cal exercise and healthy nutrition as they 
relate to weight management and delay of 

^Organized by toe. leading Star Trac 
treadmill company and toe Interconti nenta l 
Hotel, the seminar bought togaher infor¬ 
mation from three interrelated areas into a 
promotional global presentation. 

On the one hand, last week s meeting in¬ 
formed the audience about t he,slim ming. 

toning and detoxifying; algae-based creai- 
. merits and hydrotherapy offered by toe ln- 
J X terFit Healih Spa of the Intetoonlmen^ 
Hotel. On toe other, it gave toe pubhc 
some guidelines of “flexible, sensible, 
"realistic" and pleasant numoon know¬ 
how, go ofing scientific arguments that em¬ 
phasize that tfiets alone do not work. _ - 
Introductory speeches by mgdepf 
ty therapist of toe ImerFu HcaltoS^, 
Emer Mellon, and by <fiei ^ 
consultant. Amal Nasser, were Uwedlv. 
toe very convincing tossenjon of 

ior director of global maikenng for Star 
Trac, Jim Teatum. Positive toat the only 
valid solution to weight probfeaw 
lar physical activity and, 
healthy eating habits, the ex P encI& ^ H G S j . 

eublic to embrace exercise and commit 
&ves to a new and healthy “way of 

Attacking the "unsoupulous bm smart 
marketeers" of the weight loss 
L uy^rhe Star Trac fitness specialist de¬ 


nounced the side-effects of the “magic tab- 
. let” that make you "look better than toe 
curvy . sexy babes you see on TV." He rec- 
V ognised, on the contrary, that the fitness in- 
. . dosrry has done a very poor job in terms of 
marketing. “The weight loss industry in 
- USA is a 532-billion industry, yet toe exer¬ 
cise marker is only an S8 billionbusmess." 
he said. In other words, "80 million Ameri¬ 
cans ftipr, but only 20 mihion exercise.” 

. Because efforts are being made to im-, 
prove fitness dub markets, more people all 
over the world are getting involved in 
"workouts" and are finally getting .results. 
"Jordan is sn'U a premature market." esti¬ 
mated Gary Kriill. Star Trac regional mar¬ 
keting manag er for toe Middle East, India. 

: Africa and iftissia. especially when com¬ 
pared to Israel. Saudi Arabia or South Afri- 
ca. ■ 

“Nevertheless, our local distributor. Al- 
Jadwal’s manager. Mahmoud Atia, has 
been gaining fl tot.of credibility and is do-, 
ing quite fine," he added. In the world’s 
top three in cardiovascular equipment, the 
' Star Trac-.company started its marketing 
project with Al-Jawdal only two years ago. 
"This can be a 20 or-200-year project." 
■jOifll said; conscious torn it takes time to. 
change people’s habits, but ready to orga¬ 
nize a more spedfic seminar in three or 
four months' lime. 

“Twenty-five percent of Jordan pecula¬ 
tion suffer from diabetes,* stated Ms Nas- 
' ser. Although no other specific statistics 
abort Jordan were mentioned, it seems that 
toe rate of overweight persons in the coun¬ 
try is increasing. “In most developed coun- 
mes, adtihs spend 25 hours per week 
watching, television,*" Teaium..underlined. 

• adding.that obesity occurs more frequently 
in children, victims of TV and tobse who 
sit inactively In front of a computer screen. 


Due to various 
factors, such as fami¬ 
ly culture, unhealthy 
caring habits, infre¬ 
quent -and low levels 
of physical activity, 
metabolic rale and 
heredity, obesity af¬ 
fects 1/3 of Ameri¬ 
cans and ... 54 per 
.cent of Russia’s pop¬ 
ulation! The health 
risks implied. Includ¬ 
ing heart disease, 
high blood pressure 
and diabetes, can be 
reduced even by 
modest weight loss. 

As 95. per cent of 
those who complete 
a diet regain toe . 
weight they lost 
within one year, and 
as crash diets result 
in a slower metabo¬ 
lism and muscle tis- - 
sue loss, the right 
weight- management 
answer was given in 
toe mid 90s by two 
studies proving that 
muscle tissues coo- 

surae calories even Slim down and t, 
at ksl 

• ‘Between one . 
hour and a half and two hours of exercise 
per week is ail toat is required." empha¬ 
sized Teatum. promising that in eight 
weeks toe results achieved through their 
weight loss exercise program consist of 8.5 
pound (3.S kilogramV loss in body fat and 
in 3 pound 11-3’kilogram) gain in limb 
mass. Given toe fact that toe loss of lean 




SInti down and tone up with fine equipment in elegant surroundings at Inter.Con’s Inter Fit Spa 


tissue intensifies after toe mid 50s and, 
therefore, fewer calories are used, endu¬ 
rance exercises and vitamin supplements 
are effective for boto weight management 
and delay of such aging-connected diseas¬ 
es os arthritis and osteoporosis, 

"By toe year 2010 toe over-40 market 
will become huge and the aging process 


will be a real issue." Teatum continued. *if 
you warn to improve your image and 
lengthen your life, embrace exercise.” the 
American speaker exclaimed. "This will be 
the best decision you ever made in your 
life and the beginning of a significant lit'e- 
■ style change." he guaranteed. ■ 


.Operation. Yililes. Later, after. 
East German authorities, built' 
.1 u-iil| to liiiidc Berlin ;imJ 
Pan American World Airway*- 
Inc began making regular 
civilian nights to the city 
through special air corriJors. 
Bennett became the airline’s 
director in Berlin. But noth¬ 
ing matched the excitement of 
the airlift. 

"Those were the most 
important Mights of my life." 
Bcnncil said. "VV’c Mixed 
many lives, and that is a heck 
of a lot heller than flying 
tourists hack and forth on 
their vacations to Mallorca." 

Bennett’s apprehensions 
were xxvlf Ion tided. The airlift 
look place during 011 c of 
Europe's coldest and wettest 
winters this century. The 
landings had to he conducted 
at such low altitudes that 
many planes were nearly 
skimming the rooftops. Sev¬ 
enty-eight airmen, including 
31 Americans, lost their fixes 
in crashes. 

As Berlin embarks on a 
new phase of its eventful his¬ 
tory as the capital of u reu¬ 
nited Germany, city officials 
have invited Bennett and 
nearly I.(10(1 other airlift vete¬ 
rans hack for a rousing set of 
celebrations. 

The purpose of the com¬ 
memoration. according n> 
Mayor Ebcrhard Dicpgcn. is 
not only to honor (he Oilor of 
the pilots. It is also to remind 
a new generation of Germans 
about the unique partnership 
with the United Stales—one 
that risks losing its vigor now 
that :i common strategic 
threat has vanished and both 
countries find themselves 
focusing on different chal¬ 
lenges in the posl-Cold War 
era. As » sign of the limes, 
the lost remaining non- 
civilian air route "between 
Berlin and the United Slates 
was canceled two months 

ago. 

Amid all the hoopla sur¬ 
rounding the anniversary, the 
spirit of the airlift remains 
brightest in Herbert Mnnicn’s 
memory. For saving the lives 
of three American" airmen a 
half century ago. Monien will 
be thanked by Clinton. 

While pleased hy ihc 
honor. Monien says nothing 
could surpass the elation he 
experienced when he received 
a ihank-yuu note from Gen¬ 
eral Clay three weeks alter 
the rescue. "He included three 
canons of Lucky Strike cigar¬ 
ettes.” Monien said. "I fell 
like Id been handed the 
biggest fortune I could ever 
imagine."* 

Jw4 Times-Washington 
post News Service 
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British Airways announces additional 
service between Beirut and London 


BRITISH AIRWAYS on May 7, announced addi¬ 
tional service lo Beirut beginning June 20. This 
means an increase in flights from 7 to 8 per week. 

The extra service which will be operated by Brit¬ 
ish Airways franchise partner British Mediterranean, 
will depart from Heathrow Terminal 4 on Saturdays 
and return from Beinil on Sundays. 

Beirut was the first destination for British Mediter¬ 
ranean when the airline began operations in October 
1994. in March 1997, British Mediterranean became 
a franchise partner with British Airways and has 
since carried 55.000 passengers between London and 
Beirut. 

British Airways Levant Manager Alan Briggs 
said. “We are delighted to have an eighth flight so 


soon after the opening of Beirut's new terminal, 
which also marks the great success of the franchise.'’ 

The two Saturday services to Beirut from Heath¬ 
row will depart at 15:05 and 17:05. The two Sunday 
services back from Beirut depan at 08:30 and 10:45 
arriving bock into Heathrow at 11:35 and 13:50 re¬ 
spectively. 

Chief Executive of British Mediterranean De He- 
therington said ‘Our load factor on all our Levant 
routes—Beirut. Damascus and Amman—have in¬ 
creased beyond all expectations. Our Beirut route has 
been successful from the very beginning. Ever, in¬ 
creasing trade between the UK and the Levant ac¬ 
counts tor the large numbers of business travellers. 
The tourism trade has also expanded with the rapid- 
redevelopment of the city's infrastructure." ■ 


Minding the past in the present 



erusalem regained 


By Kofi Allah 

S/hieitif r.-» The S:,:r 



iiiu mu inns and people view their 
| history is often problematic: how 
i the* display it. even more .•.»> 

The exhibition ■■Jerusalem lui 
Us" uirrenil} on view at the Buran 
in Sweifieh presents a fascinating 
collection olM-'th >.enlur> photograph', of 
Jerusalem, the heart ul the Palestinians. The 
pielure- - were tal.cn by the late Ali Mahmud, 
a renowned Palestinian trom Jerusalem. 

True to it-, title, the 30 black-.md-uliiie 
photographs. Inl.cu many years ago. display 
the trust ration, doubt and uncertainty that 
have clnirjcicrircd much ot the city during the 
last 5fl years, since the establishment of Israel. 
The collection is not only informantc—it 
ironically presents iu glaring fashion a number 
of subliminal nies -ages to the visitor. 

Shots iif buildings, streets and quarters of 
Jerusalem which are no longer there capture a 
moment from a time long past that has little to 
do with the current physical character of the 
city, yet which 'till ha*.c the capacity to evoke 
strung feeling lor the old city as a place in the 


heart. 

Take for instance the 

cunir.i'H between .» 

desert 

bedouin sen 

:inus 

*•. hich has been 
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cd b> modern s, 
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Jeilisai.i.i .% pa.l iuc l-iiaCCs ul \i -\us.: 
mosque and other edifices .Act; viti: a 
Polaroid still etol.e the same image as when ii 
was taken. 

Upon entering the three-floor gallery, one 
i alizes that one has entered an exhibition dial 
is more than a just collection of photographs 
hung in an acs’hciicalh clearing manner. 

Walking into the first floor, the sensation ul 
this enticing selection begins to unfold into 
pictorial stories. tiarraLiiet of real life: There 
is. lor instance, a photograph depicting special 
market days \\ jifi mules and donkeys carrying 
loads, while others portray the rich 
architecture of the uIU city. 

The exhibition is a tribute to an eroded 
power, while at the same time, it acts js an 
inspiration to struggle for the restoration of a 
past glory. Ihsan Sandak. the gallery's 
director says. "The messages of the 
photographs are effective weapons to fight to 
maintain and keep Jerusalem forever." 

OLher particularly striking phutographs 
included a Palestinian woman dressed in 
traditional attire, shot with celluloid sheet 



film, and Islamic monuments that are in dire 
need of preservation. In addition to (heir sheer 
beauty. Ali Mahmud's photographs also 
suggest that the cultural inheritance of 
Palestine that could be lost if there is no 
concerted action lo preserve it. 

Perhaps the best example of the waning 
hopes and aspirations of the Palestinians is 
the set of pictures on the top floor. What was 


once a group of graceful old homes that lined 
the streets in old Jerusalem has been overrun 
by bulldozers. 

Throughout the exhibition, in practically 
every photograph. Ali Mahmud succeeds in 
drawing the attention of the onlooker to an 
older order that is being shamelessly replaced 
by a new one. Above all. the exhibition 
portrays a mood of real discontent with the 


destruction of bedouin settings and residential 
homes that date from the Ottoman period. Yet 
it also inspires the viewer toward the belief 
that safeguarding Jerusalem's religious 
buildings and such historically significant 
edifices as the old city walls and gates is of 
paramount importance. The exhibition 
continues until 20 May atjhe Buran Gallery, 
in A1 Harara Street, Sweifleh, Amman.! 
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through an 


aesthetic world 



By Star Staff Writer 




alk about turning your home into a 
gallery... Well, artist Sabah Ai 
Haddidi did just that- His home has 
become a place of relaxation, a place 
to set your anxieties aside and get 
away from the hurly-burly of life. Over a 
10-y’ear period. Haddidi has painted extensively.. 
His'speciality is abstract art. something he feels 
is necessary to his existence, yet 
~ something he is also quite comfortable 
. •; with. 

Haddidi has some 90 paintings hung 
in the interior of his house—a small 
proportion of the many he has 
produced and sold over the years. He 
has participated in many solo and 
group exhibitions, and tells The Star 
that on average he has had shows 
about once every three years. 

He says his paintings have to do 



with projecting the inner senses onto the 
canvas, pointing out that it is ihe expression of 
the very soul. And indeed this is the feeling one 
gets as one wanders through his house. 

But the creation of a different world on 
canvas is not an easy job. “First I start on the 
research which then involves the actual 
materials—color, form, texture and subject." A 
painting can take him from one week to many 
months, although Haddidi added that there is no 
real time span—it depends on the mood of the 
artist. 

In painting upon painting, the visitor is 
captivated by a style whose splashes of color 
make Haddidi's sensibility formal in ways that 
are alternately enigmatic and at times 
electrifying. 

The Syrian bom painter, who lived and 
studied art in Belgium, says the idea is to give 
the viewer's eye lime to contemplate, and allow 
him/her to forge: the mundane routine of 
everyday life by giving them a vehicle—art. its 
arrangement of materials—that is 
capable of transporting them into 
another world—one of different 
values, concepts, and beliefs. 

And in this respect he says 
painters have a “futuristic 
outlook, as art expresses absolute 
freedom—the most prestigious 
form of freedom,'' he noted, 
because it is tangible, one that 
you can see. 

But painting on canvas is only 
a part of his artistic profession. 
He paints decorations on vases 
and in this, demonstrates the rich 
diversity of his talent, as classical 
Islamic ornamentation is 
combined with a modem touch. 

As he is soon leaving to 
Damascus, ail of his paintings are 
currently being offered for sale. 
Sabah Al Hadidi can be reached 
at 515 4567. ■ 
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Homage to Feder¬ 
ico Garcia Lorca "• 

Institute Cervantes is pre¬ 
senting through the month of 
May a program of films in 
homage to Andalusian poet 
Garcia Lorca: Schedule as 
follows: ‘ 

May 14 —Sodas de sdngre 
(198I>. Film version of. well- 
known Lorca play. Surreal 
drama in- which a bride-^ 
gropm; and the . myiferibugj 
“Leonardo" fight and mor¬ 
tally wound each other in the 
pre«nce of the bride. In 
Spanish only, at Institute 
Cervantes, 5 pm. A second 
screening of ihe filmr—this 
one with English subtitles, 
and called Blood Wedding— 
takes place May 17, at 5 pm! 
May 21 —Ld casa de Ber- 
nardo Alba (1987). Bemarda 
Alba imposes an eight-year 
mourning period on herself 
arid her four marriage-aged 
daughters after her husband 
dies. The film follows the 
degeneration of their inter¬ 
relationship during this 
period of time from a seem¬ 
ingly normal household into 
one half-crazed with morbid 
frustration. Dialog written 
by Lorca. In Spanish only, 5 
pm: . ' . 

May 28 —Bodas de sangre 
(1938). Original film version 
of Lorca play. Details 
above. In Spanish only. 5 
pm 


May M—My Name Is Ber¬ 
tolt Brecht—Exit in USA 
(1989). Documentary film in 
German with English subti¬ 
tles about Brecht's difficul- 
•' ties during his exile in the 
US. 7 pm 

May 20— Die Matter 11971). 
Him version of Brecht's 
theatrical adaption of a novel 
by Maxim Gorky, in German 
only: $jfm 

*■ Mav 24 —Mutter Courage 
Uiid ihre"Kinder (I960). 
Him of famous Brecht play 
chronicling the Thirty. Years' 
War. In German only. 7 pm 

■ Dana al Funun's Thurs¬ 

day evening film series— 
concentrating in 'May on 
Latin . American artists—: 
continues with a film about 
Mexican artist Diego Rivera 
on May 14 —I Paint What I 
See —followed on May 2! 
by one on the fiery and 
eccentric painter— 

incidentally Rivera's 

wife—Frieda Kahlo, enti¬ 
tled Portrait of an Artist. 
Both films are at 6 pm 

■ Ac the American Center 
(Abdoun): 

Films with flowers for a 
theme: 

May 14—A Bed of Roses 
May 21 —Steel Magnolias 
Shows begin at 5 pm 


Films 

■ French Cultural Center 
(Jabal Weibdeh): 

May I &—Le lieudit crane 
(1986). Catherine Deneuve 
stars as a single mother rais¬ 
ing her 14-year-old son in 
rural southwestern France. 
Her life changes dramati¬ 
cally when she falls in love 
with an escaped convict. In 
French, with Arabic subti¬ 
tles. Two shows at 6:30 pm 
and 8:30 pm 


Concert 

■ Fresh from Toulouse. 
• French musical group Zebda 
will perform their character¬ 
istic patchwork of rap, ml, 
rock - and musette. Two 
performances: 

May 16—King Abdallah 
Garden. 7:30 pm. Tickets are 
JD 3. and are available at the 
door. 

May 17—University of Yar- 
mouk, Irbid. at 3:30 ’ pm. 
Admission free. 
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■ At the British Council, 
Rainbow Street, Jabal 
Amman: 

May ^ 1 9—Doctor Zhivago. 
Emotional, three hour pas¬ 
sion play full of Romance. 
Romanovs and the Russian 
Revolution. Come cry your 
eyes out with Julie Christie. 
Geraldine Chaplin and Omar 
Sharif_7 pm 

May 20 —The Little Prince. 
Children's film (recom¬ 
mended. for ages 4 to 6). 6 

pm 

May 26—Never Say Never 
Again.. Sean Connery as 
James Bond in a film stud¬ 
ded with—what else?—girls, 
gadgets and gripping action, 
a!) of which 007 handles 
with his usual savoir faire. 7 
pm 

■ - At the Goethe Institut 
(nearThird Circle): 

May 16 —-Ein Hand namens - 
Beethoven. Children's film 
in-German (age 6‘and over). 

In the Institut, 5 pm 

■ In- honor of the 100th 

anniversary of Bertolt 
Brecht's birth, three films 
will be presented at the 
Institut: ' . 




Exhibitions 

! Berlin-based Syrian artist 
Mar wan’s show. “A Suite 
of Heads." continues through 
25 May at Darat al Funun. 

■ Also at Darat al Funun, 
Lebanese/American ' artist 
and poet Efel Adnan's “Art¬ 
ist’s Books of . Art.-: and 
Poetry" continues until 21 
May. . 

! At the Goethe Institut, an 
exhibition of theater posters 
for Bertolt Brecht plays per¬ 
formed by the legendary the- a 
aier group Berliner. EnsenA* 
ble between 1949 and 1956 
will run from May 1 1 to 28/ 

? £. 1 The American Center 
Exhibitions by jewelry artist 
Suzanna El Many and 
sculptor Samer Tabbaa run 
until May 25. 

■ The University of Jordan, 
in cooperau'on with the 
French Cultural Center, Will 
present an exhibition of 
materials relating to the woric 
or French architect Chris- 
113,1 de Portzamparc. The 
opening, on May 18 at 13 
am.- will be followed by • b 
symposium on "Pprizan*- 
parc s designs."which have' 
jalfon their place in urban 
landsscapes from New York 
10 Paris to" " Tokyo. 
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Programs on JTV 

from 9—15 May 


• Philadelphia I (Tel: 4634149): 

The Fifth Element 

• Philadelphia 0 (Tel:4634149): 

ED 

• Galleria 1 (Tel: 079 33430): The Mirror Has Two 
Faces/Titanic 

• Galleria 0 (Tel: 079 33430): Forget Paris 

• Plaza (Tel: 5699238): Titanic 

® Concord I (Tel: 5677420): Hanheb WannebMnj/tft) 

• Concord 0 (Tel: 5677420): Kamanana (Arabici 



ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
: 3:10—Johnny Quest 
3J0—I Wanna Be— 
4:00—Neighbors 
• 4^0—Ocean Wilds 
5 ; 00 —.French Program 
6:00—Acapulco Bay 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—Discovery Magazine 
7:30—News Hea dlin es • 

■ 7:35—You Bet Your life 

■ 8 KM)—Cinema, Cinema 
- 8 JO—Prism 

9:10—Sirens 
10:00—News At Ten . 
10:30—Feature Film: 
Mobsters, starring: Patrick 
Dempsey and Lara Flymv 
.12:00—Are Yon Being • 
Served 

SUNDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Tire Pumpkin Patch 
3:20—The Pink Panther 
3:30—Skippy 

4:00—The American Chart 
Show 

5:00—In The Wild - 
6:00—French Program 
7:00—News hi French 
7:15—A Tour in France • 

7 JO—News Headlines ' 
7:35—Life's most ' 
Embarrassing Moments 
8:00—People and Places in 
Africa ’ 

8J0—Challenges 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Correlli 
11:10—The Nanny • 


MONDAY 

3KH)—Holy Koran 
3:10—Fred and Barney Show 
3:3—Raider of Ihe SotUh 
^ Pacific ... 

4:00—Neighbors 



Cinema, Cinema r Cinema, Satunlay at 8:00 pm. 


4 JO—Last Frontiers 
5K)0—FrenchProgram 
7:00—News inFrench . 
7:15-^-firndi Programs r 
7JOf-News Headlines 
735^-Hripe and Gloria ’ 
8 ; 00 —Perspective J ' •' 
9:10-99-1 “Stone*’ 

10:0 0- "Ngws At Ten 
TOJOrr-Law and Ortfer 
11:10—Bay Watch Nights 


- -TUESDAY 

3^0—Holy Koran 


3:10—Pro Star. 

3 JO—SmaB Talk. 

4:00— Border! own 

4 JQ—The Health Show . 
5:0ft-r-Ronte of Capricorn 
6:00—French Program 
-7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Step by Step 
8 : 00 —What would you do 

8 JO—Rhodes . .. . 

10:00—News At Ten 
1OJ0—Feature Film: Victim 


of the Haunt, starring: Sharon 
Lawrence and Shirley Knight 
12 : 00 —Metro Caff 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Mr Bogus Show 

3 JO—Oliver Twist 
4:00—The Album Show 
5:00—French Program 
7:00—News In French 
7:15—French Programs 

• 7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Campus Cops 
8:00—Envoy Special 
9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—Nutcracker (Mini 
Series) 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Dinky Dis 
3:30—The Animal Park 
4:00—French Programs 

4 JO—Blue Water Dreaming 
5:00—NBA Games 

6:00—The Burned Bridge 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Great Romance 
8:30—Dr Quinn, The 
Medicine Woman 
9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—Feature FiJm:Pay 
Back, starring: Mary Tyler 
Moore. Fedrick Land 
12:00—Can't Hurry Love 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Teddy Ruxpin 
3:30—Wishbone • 

4:00—He Shoots, He Scores 

4:30—Tarzan 

5:30—The French Program 


7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 
7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—The Fresh Prince of 
Bel Air 

8:00—Life on the Internet 

8 JO—The Brain “Evolution' 
9: JO—Babylon-5 

10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Nutcracker tMini 
SeriesI 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

17:00—Fa ut pas rever 
] 9:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’oeuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

18:00—Bonne esperance 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

LUNDI 

17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Cinq sur Cinq 

MARDI 

18:00—Les cceurs brules <3) 
10:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Fractales 

MERCREDI 

18:00—Ushuaia 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

16:10—L'ecole des fans 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Attunes crochus 

VENDREDI 

17:30—Fort Boyard 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Alio la Terre 


[ Programs are subject to change by JTV | 



The Odd Couple II 

Once incompatible occupants 
of the same New York apart¬ 
ment, they now find themselves 
confined to the same California 
rental car, a situation tolerable 
only because they're on their 
way to the same wedding. 

The film starring: Jack Lem¬ 
mon, Walter Matthau, Lisa 
Waltz, Jonathan Silverman. 
Jean Smart, N.Simon and 
Christine Baranski 
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ACROSS 
1 Hot tubs 
5 Las Vegas 
makisbeet 

10 Hourglass 
GBng 

14 Wrirdana 
door 

15 Instant 

-16 ‘Now _ me 
down to 


overtime 

i 

40 Meetings 

42 Forehead 

43 Necessary 

44 Lifetime 


1 Tiff 

2 Immaculate 

3 Europe's ' 
naigfrbor 

4 Beauty 


31 

33 Thet guy’s 

34 “ 


17 Song from 
Pteodo 

18 Leader 

IS Alaskan city 
20 Maris to 
Manfie 

- 22 toachair 

24 Trad 

25 Dacfs sister 
SB Asian 

temples 
'29 inefen 
■ 

32 Daisy case 
chore 

33 Vacation 

- home - 
35 Reason far 


47 

48 „—- 

49 Fleet of 
warships 

52 Like an 
amoeba? 

56 Castle 
defense 

57 Reputation 

59 Heavenly 
hat? 

60 AxSke tool 

61 Fernando 
or 

Lorenzo 

62 ESpse 

63 Obey 

64 Perfume 

65 Cucumber. 

e-g- 

DOWN 


hold 


7 Annoy- 

8 rank 


36 Took up 
one’s- 
cause 

37.Pecfcure 


38 . Ones dad 
41 Carried, in 

' a . .. 


9 Tail into 

10 TBkie 


11 

12 Pont out 

13 Colored 
21 Furious 
23 Conducted 

25 Despot Ui. 

26 Kfchen 
terns • 

27 


42 

.figure 
44->BkHr 

-45 §3ar 
46 
49 

nanny 
50-Traveled 

51 Labyrinth: 

52 Notoriety 

53 Roof 


movie . 54 

28 Barnyard 55 FVi 

honkers 58 Unknown 

30 Cograrant SMf 
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HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

‘Weekly Tip: This is an excellent 
time for throwing out the old to make 
room im’the. new. Tensions will run 
high..*. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Don’t 
get pushed into doing something 
you’H regreL There are all kinds of 
hassles, but you should beable to oav? 
eL Get parted as eariy as posable. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Back 
your partner against tough odds. Your 
support means a lot Resist the tempta¬ 
tion. to spend. It’ll be easy to waste 
money. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21). Hide 
out and get the work done. Take the 
phone off the hook. You won't have 
time to talk to anyone. 

Cancer (Jane 22-July 22). Follow 
a hunch instead of a friend's advice. 
Schedule your date. These days are 
intense, as you tiy to please a demand¬ 
ing older person. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). A friend’s 
stubbornness may drive you from 
home. You’ll be back again soon and 
happier. Don’t get distracted by a 
playmate or you'll be working late. 

Virgo (Aug- 23-Sept. 22). A star¬ 
tling revelation at home upsets you. 
Commiserate with a loved one and 
soon the problem will be practically 
forgotten. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Take on 
extra work. It’ll be fun, and you can 
use the money. Dig for the truth and 
yen’ll find a couple of startling revela¬ 
tions- - 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You 
may riot be able to overpower your 
favorite adversary,' but you can sure 
put 19 a good fight And you may get 
a couple of good points across. 

: Sagittarius (Not: 22-Dec. 21). Be 
decisive and get rid of a bunch of stuff 
you don't need any more. TbaTU give 
you more time to play and a lot more 
room 10 do it in. 

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan. 19). Have 
friends over to your place. It'll help 
you relax after a tough day. They win 
also give you tips ou how to save 
money. ' 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Figure 
out what a stem taskmaster wants 
without being told again, and you'll 
pass the big test 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Ask 
someone far away for the money you 
need. You’ll do best at work if you 
focus on the concept instead of the 
details. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: Want to be a .wealthy person? 
Start by thinking like one. That does 

not mean spending more. 

© V99R.Tnb»M McrfaScrrtra 


ABOUT ALLTHE * 
PIN05ADKS—HOW 
*XJ INVENTFP FIFE 
AM?THE WHEEL... 



PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 



INTHEPE6INNINA 
THERE VISAS ONLY 
51LENZE ANP THE_j 

mist... 

wow 



ELWOOD by Beo Templeton & Tbm Forman 


JT<5 MOT 

just 'cause eL's 

AN ART MAXTOR HE 
6ers TO LOOK AT 
UUK FEMALE HOTELS 
JfJ NtS UFE PRAWTN& 
CLASS, 


Aut 7 HE 

REFUSES 
TO SNEAK 
ME IN~ 

but Hey, 
WERE 
THERESA 
WILL- 




CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 
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"Charlie, I am the 'Good Luck' fairy! To win the 
million dollar state lottery tomorrow, play the 
following number, 537N43-9SN2* I repeat, 
86554T-885H1 Don’t forget, 70054VL3-61TE'." 

© W98. Tribune Media Scmce* 


Jumble 


0 — rnw hlc these four words, oot 
letter 10 each sqnarc, to form four 


PYLSH 





NEI 

LLK 



. ^ 



DRIBLE 


TT~n 


VESPI 

■**■** 


_u_ 


JJ 



Words of 
Wisdom 


If money becomes your ! 
: i god, it will plague you like ! 
\ | the devil. ; 

i! •" 1 

I I 
1 I 

An ounce of parenting is 
i worth a pound of discipline. 


SPRING PLANTING 
MAPE HM 
FEEL TUB. 

Now xmmgtOte drekd Icikrt to form 
flgj m yi Hm iw i. as ag E Mtt dlijrhe 
abort rarloos. 


i • Human beings’ greaiesi 
1 teacher is Nature. 


Print answer here 
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AGH3S — srtji |3sj nmj spem Suqnqjd 3uud§ uaittsoy 
SIATHJ 31QIB8 THhOi HcTlEAS :s»msuv 


i * * • I 

I Lack of work isn’t the 
| same as rest. The least occu- ; 
j pied can be in ihe most tur- | 
'mcHl. 1 


Every new day should j 
build upon knowledge ' 
gained yesterday, j 

... i 

You never fail if you never ■ 
make an effort 1 
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Minds, machines and metaphysics 

Religion gaining a place 
in science curriculums 



By Mary Rourke 

PASADENA. California—An undergraduate 
;ii the C-jlifomia Institute of Technology can 
actually sign up for a New Testament class 
this semester. And at this intensive science 
institute, religion courses can have an odd 
jppeal: "One student said he enrolled because 
he kept losing at Jeopardy!’." says Jack 
Miles, a \isiting professor leaching courses in 
the Bible and world religions. 

Miles’ bestselling hnofc GoJ: A Hiography 
(Alfred Knopf. 19^51 v.-on a PuliLzer Prize, 
and his career has spanned book publishing, 
newspaper editing and editorial writing tat 
the Los Angeles Timesj. college administrat¬ 
ing and teaching: he is currently on leave 
from the Claremoni Graduate University lo 
write a book about Jesus as a literary chiirac- 
ter. the protagonist in the New Testament. 

Still, at Caltech, the catalog is dense with 
a ismi'-chemistry, gcobiology and radio 
astronomy courses, and a book abouL God is 
not ihc mosi likely credential. 

‘‘Science tends to he patronizing toward 
religion." ohserxes Miles, whose rapid speech 
nc\cr fails m access the precise word. "When 
dialogue occurs, it seems to come from the 
religious side." 

Miles spent a number of years as a Jesuit 
and studied Near Eastern languages at Har¬ 
vard University. Still, belief in God or adher¬ 
ence tn religion is not a prerequisite for his 
Caltech courses His world-survey class looks 
at religion as culture, and the syllabus 
includes a textbook b\ religion historian 
I In si on Smith. 

The first lecture in Miles’ New Testament 
class concentrated on the geography and 
•ocial history of ihc area around Jerusalem, 
where Jesus was hom. Miles described his 
own \ iew on ihe material in a handout 10 the class. 

"The course w ill be neither an historical nor a the- 
«'logical introduction to the New Testament." he 
explained, "but a literary appreciation of it." Miles' 
studcnis admit to feeling the usual frustrations that 
scientists equate with religion. 

"The language of the Bible is very vague." says 
Shane Ross, a 22-year-old physics major in Miles’ 
New Testament class. "What do they mean by 
miracle’.*" 

Yet. Ross has enrolled in two of Miles’ classes 
this year and attends a Bible study group led by stu- 
denis as well as Sunday services at two churches 
near campus. 

"Toward the end of high school. I was craving 
meaning. " he sjys. "I started shopping around, won¬ 
dering. ’Where is the truth?’ That is the scientific 
question.” 

Even so. it is a rare event for GoJ to have any 
•iflicidl business at Caltech. 

"Religion has hardly ever been taught here." says 
Daniel Kevles. a history professor who recom¬ 
mended Miles fur the one-year fellowship. "Some of 
us have been talking about otiering comparative 
religions or a world religions course as an important 


part of world history. We’re not offering an indoctri¬ 
nation in religion.” 

Five students enrolled in Miles' New Testament 
class, but 40 signed up for the world religions sur¬ 
vey—four times more than he expected. Several 
other science schools have noticed a similar interest 
by students and are finding ways to fill gaps. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which has 
offered Bible study courses for more than 40 years, 
recently grew holder. This year. "God and Comput¬ 
ers: Minds. Machines and Metaphysics” was offered 
as a course and lecture scries organized by Professor 
Anne Foerst of the school's artificial intelligence 
laboratory. 

Two years ago. MIT made a Si-million commit¬ 
ment to renovate an old building on campus for use 
as the Religious Activities Center. Muslim students 
now meet five limes daily in the prayer room, and 
Jewish students serve a kosher dinner on Fridays. 

"Our graduates will be world leaders in 30 years.” 
says Robert Randolph, dean of undergraduate educa¬ 
tion. For the sake of world peace. Randolph says. 
“We need to teach young people how to talk to each 
other now. while they're at MIT.” 

Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, whose 


programs in computer science and engi¬ 
neering arc rated among the lop five in ihe 
country, offers a minor degree in religious 
studies that attracts a growing number of 
science students. For a course in early 
Christianity this semester. 14 of the 24 stu¬ 
dents are science majors. 

UC Berkeley now includes the Center 
for Theology and Science as part of the 
Graduate Theological Union, which is 
under the university umbrella. The center 
was founded by physicist Robert Russell in 
1981 tn encourage interaction between the 
two disciplines. Many of the center's 
faculty and students hold degrees in the 
sciences. 

If science and religion are growing 
closer. Miles says, ecological problems are 
the magnet. 

"You can't talk about the environment 
without talking about the sciences.” he 
says. "The extinction of the species is part 
of evolutionary biology." At the same time, 
ecology has captured greater attention 
among theologians and cthieists. 

Ross finds students to he more open to 
religion than professors. "My faith in scien¬ 
tists has been shaken at Caltech." he says. 
“Faith is everywhere, even in science. Sci¬ 
entists have their own religion. They like to 
think they don’t need faith, but they do — 
faith, for instance, that the fundamental 
laws of nature will cross all lines at all 
times.” Ross sees scientists as nonnelig- 
imis. Anthony Ho. a 20-ycar-old physics 
major in Miles’ New Testament class, is 
less specific. 

"The subject of God is pretty much 
avoided by scientists." he says. 

Ho signed up for Miles' course with 
Mime concerns. 

”1 find the approach a little unsettling.” he says. 
"Treating the Bihlc as literature, not inspired truth, is 
the hardesL thing for me to get used to." His scien¬ 
tific frame of mind has helped. "There’s no reason 
why the Bible shouldn't he held up to critical analy¬ 
sis." he says. "Religion and science can be true 
simultaneously They arc not diametrically 
opposed." It surprised him to find Caltech offering 
courses in the Bihlc. “I would be just as surprised to 
find a course on the Koran, or any other specific, 
highly religious text." he says. 

Religion does not mix well with a career in sci¬ 
ence. in his view. "My faith and avocation are in dif¬ 
ferent worlds." he says. "Faith is inherently a noble 
thing! I don’t see any need to attempt to reconcile 
the world to the things I believe." 

Ross expects to continue studying Scripture and 
possibly blend his interests as a career. Ho isn’t sure 
he'll even sign up for another religion course if it’s 
offered. "It depends on what is foremosL on my 
schedule." he says, "At a school like this, science 
comes first." ■ r n 

I. 
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Cloth of gold 
from the east 


By Susan Moore 

THE CHILD’S coat is 1,200 
years old. Its lustrous, richly 
coloured and boldly patterned 
silk is also in pristine condi¬ 
tion. Hung on its display pole 
with arms outstretched, the pat¬ 
tern of paired and stylized 
ducks framed in roundels by 
rows of pearls is shown to stun¬ 
ning effect. While elements of 
this design derive from Sasa- 
nian Iran, other motifs belong 
to Sogdiana where this garment 
was almost certainly woven, 
less a country than a confedera¬ 
tion of city states including 
Bukhara and Samarkand. Its 
lining, however, like the 
accompanying while silk 
damask • trousers, were the 
product of Tang dynasty 
China. 

With its first, knock-out 
exhibit the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York 
sets out its stall for When Silk 
was Gold, the first exhibition 
devoted to the silks and 
embroideries produced and 
traded along that great chain of 
caravan cities and shrines 
known as the Silk Road, which 
looped its way across Central 
Asia to link China and the 
Roman Empire. 

The show brings to public 
attention a remarkable corpus 
of textiles which has only 
recently and unexpectedly 
come to light. Though the cata¬ 
logue coyly avoids making this 
explicit, these textiles have 
come trickling out of Tibet 
over the last 15 years. Their 
remarkable state of preserva¬ 
tion is due to the Tibetan cli¬ 
mate: their appearance on the 
western art market a conse¬ 
quence of the Chinese desecra¬ 
tion of the Tibetan monaster¬ 
ies. Together, the collections of 
Cleveland Museum of Art and 
the Metropolitan represented 
here constitute the most exten¬ 
sive and important holding of 
8th-15th century central Asian 
and Chinese textiles in the 
wesL 

This whole field of scholar¬ 
ship is largely uncharted terri¬ 
tory. With the help of this new 
cache of material, however, the 
Cleveland and Mel curators. 
Anne Wardwell and James 
.Watt, have made- spectacular 
progress in documenting the 


still only partially understood 
transmission of motifs, designs, 
techniques and, indeed, crafts¬ 
men along the Silk Road, and 
the degree of cultural cross- 
pollination that these textiles 
illustrate. Silks and embroider¬ 
ies. after all. would' have been 
the primary vehicle for the 
migration of any motif from 
one part of Asia to another.. 

Two fragments of !lth-12th 
century kesi. or silk tapestry, 
for instance, have been hailed 
by Wan as the long sought after 
“missing link." providing the 
proof that this silk-weaving 
technique was passed into 
China from Central Asia. Quite 
apart from their art historical 
value, these kesi are remarkable 
for the vitality and exuberance 
of therr designs of dragons and 
other creatures set against bril¬ 
liantly hued fields of foliage 
and flowers. In the hands of die 
Chinese, this technique was to 
evolve from being simply a tex¬ 
tile tradition into a means of 
emulating painting. 

Similar excitement greeted 
the discovery of a square of 
I2lh-I3th century green tabby 
brocaded in gold with “tear¬ 
drops” which, on closer inspec¬ 
tion. each depict a -falcon 
swooping down on a swan 
amid foliage and branches. It 
was known from the history of 
the Jin Dynasty that the offi¬ 
cials who attended the emperor 
on the annua! spring swan hunt 
wore uniforms embroidered 
with gold patterned with., a 
"hawk attacking a swan, com¬ 
bined with floraJ motifs” but ho 
one had ever seen this silk 
before. 

Luxury silks, as this example 
vividly demonstrates, were 
rank. Along with silk embroid¬ 
eries, they were used for impe¬ 
rial and diplomatic gifts, in 
Conlucian ritual and ceremony 
and as payment of taxes and 
tribute. To the Chinese silk was 
currency, to the western Asian 
and European elite it was as 
valuable as gold! Under the 
Mongols, it became gold itself, 
the fabulously luxuriant “cloth 
of gold” that dazzled Marco 
Polo and other early European . 
travellers. 

Perhaps the most remarkable 
aspect of this show is the light . 
It sheds oh the cultivation of 
the Mongols, a people rather 


better known historically for 
their capacity for rape, pillage 
and slaughter than for any 
refined artistic sensibility. The 
Mongols were the first foreign¬ 
ers to conquer all of China and 
the Mongol period, defined 
from 1206 when Chinggis 
became Great Khan to the 
demise of the Yuan Dynasty in 
China in 1368. saw the greatest 
expansion of trade and tribute 
in Eurasian history. (Most of 
what survives in the west was 
preserved in church treasuries: 
much of what survived in Tibet 
probably come through Mongol 
patronage of ' Buddhist 
monasteries.) 

Silk craftsmen and gold- < 
smiths rarely perished at the 
hands of these invadeis—they 
were captured and resettled. 
The Mongols thought nothing 
of transporting entire colonies 
of craftsmen—on one occasion 
no less than 3.000 Moslem 
households—hundreds or thou¬ 
sands of miles from northern 
China or Eastern Iran to Mon? 
golian cities to serve the ruling 
elite. There they found 
improved social status and 
greater financial reward. What 
they produced was an extraor- 
diruny intermingling of Central 
Asian. Moslem. Uyghttr and 
Chinese techniques . and 
designs: 

.For nomadic peoples, sump¬ 
tuous textiles for rohes or tent ^ 
finings were the ultimate luxury^ 
goods, far more highly valued 
than painting or sculpture. The 
particular passion of the Mon¬ 
gols were silks woven with 
gold threads; a "cloth of gold” 

. in. which both ground and pat¬ 
tern are gold, the latter simply 
delineated by the silk founda¬ 
tion weave. Faced with these 
shimmering cloths, patterned 
with winged lions, griffins and 
falcons and obviously the prod¬ 
ucts of imperial workshops, 
with items like imperial boots 
or tiny purses where the pattern 
was scaled to the size of the 
finished object, one soon real¬ 
izes that these early textiles art. 
of matchless sophistication amir* 
technical skill. Given the con¬ 
straints of showing light- 
sensitive materials, we shall not 
see. them again for at least a 
decade. ■ 
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High IQ makes happier people 

Genius no longer 
realm of 6 weirdos ’ 


By Victoria Griffith 

AN EPISODE of the popular ‘Leave it to 
Beaver' television series in the US in the 
early 1960s reveals the discomfort felt then 
with the intellectually gifted. 

in the show. Beaver’s test scores are 
switched with those of another student, 
and everyone mistakenly believes he is a 
genius. His teachers urge him to transfer to 
a special school: his parents wonder if he 
will have a normal fife. In the end. Beaver 
and his family are rcliex’ed to dis¬ 
cover it is all just a 
misunderstanding. 

Fast forward a few decades to 
the recent Oscar-winning film 
‘Good Will Hunting’, and it is 
dear that attitudes have changed. 

Sure, the genius hero of the movie 
has a few deep psychological prob¬ 
lems. but in the end he gets the 
girl, a great job and a lifestyle his 
friends can only envy. 

There was once a prejudice 
against the gifted." says David 
Elkind. a professor of child devel¬ 
opment at Tufts University in Mas¬ 
sachusetts. “Now people see it as a 
way to get what you want in life." 

The shift in attitudes means parents 
now want genius offspring, and 
they arc going to ever greater 
lengths to ttchieve that goal. 

Those who hclieve genius is 
inherited are turning to spcdaJ 
sperm hunks that accept donations 
only from the intellectually quali¬ 
fied. The Repository for Germinal 
Choice is nicknamed the "Nobel 
Sperm Bank" because of its prefer¬ 
ence for Nobel prize-winning 
donors is doing booming business. 

For those who fall on the nurture 
side of the debate, there are special 
toys and lessons that promise to boose 
intelligence quotients. Baby stores sell spe¬ 
cial recorders for pregnant mothers to 
attach to their bellies so their fetuses con 
listen to Tobtoy novels. 

Ambitious parents are employing tutors 
to leach their three-year-olds to read. 
There is even a new- fine of computers for 
the under-two set. called “lapware,” 
because the target users must be held by a 
parent. 

According to child experts and those 
who study genius, many myths about the 
intellectually gifted have little to do with 
reality. A great deal of scientific progress 
has been made in recent decades in under¬ 
standing genius, although the issue is often 
complicated by conflicting definitions over 


.the term. 

Many child experts say we are all gifted tn 
some way meaning everyone, and there¬ 
fore no one is a genius. Others restrict the 
category to the elite group of people who 
actually change the course of history— 
Darwin. Goethe and Einstein, for example. 

The standard definition of genius is any¬ 
one with an IQ of 150 or more less than 
one in 1.000 people. The concept has been 
heavily criticized. Since such tests meas¬ 
ure logical reasoning rather than creativity. 


artists and performers whom many of us 
would consider geniuses—Picasso and 
Beeihoven come immediately to mind— 
may not have had high (Qs. Still, tbe above 
150 standard has the advantage of making 
intelligence measurable, and therefore sub¬ 
ject to research. 

By the standard definition, being a gen¬ 
ius is very desirable. A study initiated in 
1921 by Lewis Term an and continued 
today by other researchers shows that peo¬ 
ple with very high IQs tended live and stay 
married longer, and generally have fewer 
emotionaf problems. 

In light of this kind of research, it seems 
natural that parents should want their chil¬ 
dren to have high IQs: That leads to 
another question. Can geniuses be created? 


Yes and no, say experts. Genetic disposi- 
. lion probably plays an important part 
According to a 1995 study, the children of 
. the Nobel Sperm Bank boast significantly 
' higher intellectual ability than the rest of 
the population. 

While heredity is key, it is unlikely that 
- genius can exist in a vacuum. Research by 
author Ellen Winner showed that parents 
of the intellectually superior tend to be 
unusually supportive, providing emotional 
. comfort as well as intellectual stimulation. 

And the idea that a genius can 
survive a traumatic childhood 
(as in 'Good Will Hunting'! 
to become an all-round pro®' 
igy is silly, say experts. “1 ah 
accept that there could exist a 
diamond in the rough in a sin¬ 
gle discipline, like math or 
music," says Gardner. “But no 
one can be a genius in all aca¬ 
demic disciplines, much less 
if they lacked the right envi¬ 
ronmental input.” 

Yet experts sound a note of 
caution to parents pushing 
their children to early learn¬ 
ing. No amount of encourage¬ 
ment will turn an average 
child into a genius. “While 
environmental stimulation 
may raise IQs 20'points or so. 
you’re not going to get from 
100 to 150 no matter what 
you do." says David Feldman, 
an .expert on genius with Tufts 
University. 

In fact, added pressure 
lead children , to turn their 
backs on learning altogether. 
Tf you push a child beyond 
his or her capacity, the result 
is likely to be a poor self- 
image and a failure cycle,” 
says renowned pediatrician T.Beny Braz- 
elton. Only, one in L00 children in the US 
learns to read before ihe age of five. Most 
simply do not have the capacity for 
abstract reasoning that is necessary to 
accomplish the task. 

The best advice, say experts, is to stimu¬ 
late children to perform academically only 
as long as they seem to be having fan. 
Teaching a three-year-old to read is not 
necessarily harmful, if the pre-schooler is 
up to the task and enjoys it._"But once they 
start to see it as a chore, you’ve lost them,’’ 
says. Feldman..Then even a genius .may 
grow up to be an under-performer." H 
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for Italian team coach 


MILAN— Italy’s coach Cesare 
Maldini has plenty of hopes 
L .^ UI a ^ so a few headaches over 
futile form of his. World Cup 
T^squad. just □ month before they 
fly out to France *98. 

Top on the list of worries -is' 
his own son and team skipper 
Paolo, who along with that 
other fixture of the Italy 
defence. Alessandro . Costa- 
curia. is giving cause for con¬ 
cern ul AC Milan. The two 
men who arc supposed to keep 
the world at bay have conceded 
eight goals In their Iasi two 
matches, with Maldini Junior 
also conceding a penalty in. 
their Italian Cop final defeat to 
Lazio. Maldini was rated only 
five out of 10 by the Italian 
press after 5-t) drubbing against - 
AS Roma. The Gazzetta dello 
Sport asked “Where was he 
.when Zicge conceded the pen¬ 
alty and when Paulo Sergio 

• snwPil'I'tWhn l-nniur'>" 



scored? Who knows?" 

Cnstacurta - was rated four 
out of .10 and branded 
"unwaichable** by Italy’s most 
authoritative sports paper, who 
added:. “Poor Italy!" 

The Italian national defence 
was already proving a head¬ 
ache with the absence of 
Juvenlus stalwart Ciro. Ferrara, 
who is unlikely to recover in 
time from a broken leg. 

On the bright side. .Lazio's 
Alessandro Nesta is the most 
exciting and. talented young 
defender to come .up through 
the ranks. But two recent 
lapses in concentration by the 
Hj!2-ycar-old cost Lazio their 
shot at the league title and die 
first leg of the Italian Cup 
final. Against Jirventos in 
Rome. Nesta mis-timed: bis 
jump for a comer and allowed - 
Filippo Inzaghi. who was wat- 
.. itig behind him. tq nod home: 
the only goal of thfir^iSrapi- 
onship showdown; Three days 
later, a mix-up between Nesta 
and Alessandro Grasdpfp 
allowed AC, Milan’s George . 


Weah to bead home the winner 
from goalkeeper Sebastiano 
• Rossi’s almighty drop-kick. . 

. Two lapses certainly don't 
cancel out a fine, league , season. 
But carelessmistakes in big 
.matches are clearly not what 
any national coach wants tq see 
in the nm-up to the World Cup 
finals; .v 

Milan's problems will mean¬ 
while have done midfielder 
Demetrio Albertmi’s morale no 
good .at 'afi,. and, there has been 
little but lacklustre- •' perfor¬ 
mances from Chelsea’s Roberto 
DiMatteq.' • \ s ' 

On pltts^si&'/C'tiioijpt. 
Francesco Moriero fids 'be¬ 
somed at Jnier_ jyiiWv^i^ 
scored two cracking. goals .for 
Uafy agaiosi 
montit ; . >v- : 

Anbther'jflidfiaa 
ASRdm^s .~ 


gio scorEd twice in a fine..per-_ 
ftyiTtani^Joa. Sunday, and vetq- 
rariTJKq Baggfc is back at &s' 
b^B^^wim.iwdded; home 
. a .jMenaafete winner-for-' t 0 -_ 
mm: -Italy. against' Norway at 

Oms .anff only 

the 

OT-SUBday^ 


• dim." Maldini’s strike force at 
the World Cup will be built on 

. Juvenlus’ Alessandro Del Piero 
mid Ailetico Madrid's Christian 
Vieri, both of whom have had 

• fine seasons so far. What’s less 

- comforting is that despite no 
shortage of class and commit- 

' ment.- Pierluigi Casiraghi has 

- only scored three league goals 
this season, while Olympique 
Marseille are still undecided as 

■ to whether to keep Fabrizio 
' Ravoneili for another year.. 
There is no shortage of com¬ 
petition for their places, though. 
JEfoberto Baggio has sirored.in 
each' his last three' games for 
v.Bologni^ bringing his total to 

* J9 for the season, while Enrico 
: Chiesa flashed in a superb 25- 

yard free-kick for Parma. Inza- 

* gjti is also hoping to get his 
^ cftanceafter scoring 24 goals in 
" his debut season for Juvemus. 

The World Cup countdown is 
now starting in earnest for Mal¬ 
dini Senior, who has only two 
league' games and two Euro¬ 
pean cup finals left to watch 
before deciding Ms squad for 
France. Ruth and die form 
Vgiritie.'wiB be at his side when 
be takes that decision oh May 
-.22; And aside from die 22 cho¬ 
sen players, another 50 million 
^.-pepple are counting on him to 
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The arrival of a rough 
and gentlemanly sport 


By Yaimick Laine 

Sprciat to The Star 


AFTER A slow start, rugby has 
finally begun to emerge as a 
popular sport in Jordan this 
year. The Jordanian Rugby 
Club now has its own pilch 
where the first regional tourna¬ 
ment was organized last 
month. 

Watching a rugby match 
wirhout knowing rhe rules may 
seem a bit. nonsensical. 
“What's going on?" ihe unin¬ 
formed spectator is inclined to 
ask, watching two teams of fif¬ 
teen players running, passing 
the oval hall hackward and 
tackling each other like hnrbar- 

ians. “What a brutish sport!“ 

Actually it is British one. 
Bom in the school of Rugby in 
England in 1823. the sport has 
always valued good spirit and 
fair play. Unlike soccer, a ref¬ 
eree will never be pushed by 
angry players. All his decisions 
arc gracefully accepted and in 
case of a dispute, he may pen¬ 
alize the unruly ream. 

At the end or 19ft()s a group 
of British expatriates tried to 
import this spirit and such 
oiher rugby values as courage. 


dignified engagement and 
fighting in the noble sense. But 
ihc initiative failed because of 
the Gulf War. as many expatri¬ 
ates had lo leave Jordan. 
Rugby only reappeared in 
1994. thanks to Martin Cronin, 
then Second Secretary at the 
British Embassy in Amman. A 
few people answered his news¬ 
paper ;kJ and these pioneers 
began training on the concrete 
tennis court of the Marriott 
Hotel. 

Of course, on such a hard 
surface, the players couldn't 
practice tackles, and since 
tackling is the essence of the 
game, they experienced some 
frustration. 

But the game was on the 
track of progress and in mid- 
1996. the Jordan Rugby Foot- 
hall Club was formed on a 
small plot of grassy land on the 
British Embassy grounds. The 
pitch was too small to play a 
lull fifteen-man game, but 
large enough to provide enjoy¬ 
ment for those starved for 
rugby action. A Jordanian 
team wcnl to Dubai in Novem¬ 
ber of the same year and 
played their first-ever match 
on a full pitch—a new experi¬ 



ence for the majority of the 
Jordanian players. 

After testing the pleasures of 
true rugby, the club had to 
look for a full-size pitch to bet¬ 
ter prepare for future games 
and lo form a proper fifteen 
side. Through the kind permis¬ 
sion of HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson, they were allowed to 
train on an unused polo ground 
in Sports City. The sand' dunes 
were smoothed and the stones 
thrown away, so that the rugby 
pitch was ready for the inaugu¬ 
ral maich in June 1997 against 
a visiting Royal Marines team, 
only half-an-hour after the goal 
posts were put up. 

The superior playing condi¬ 
tions provided by the new field 
have encouraged more and 
more Jordanians to come and 
discover this bizarre sport that 
is so new in t.heir coun¬ 

try. "Is it like soccer or Ameri¬ 
can fooLball?" mast of them 
asked, catching the egg-shaped 
bail with surprise. But after the 
first few mistakes nearly all 
beginners make—like passing 
the hall forward—they quickly 
came to understand the rules of 
the game, and played with an 
increasing sense of assurance. 

Thus it came as no surprise 
in early April, in a contest 
sponsored by HRH Prince 
Abdallah, that there were as 
many Jordanians as expatriates 
playing on the two Jordanian 
teams competing for the Prince 
Abdallah Trophy. This tourna¬ 
ment—the first of its kind in 
Jordan—included teams from 
Cairo. Lebanon and Cyprus. 
The Jordanians looked far 
more skilled than might have 
been expected, given their lim¬ 
ited practice time, and lost 
only in the final match against 
Cairo by the close score of 12- 
6 . 

After the competition all the 
teams joined together for the 
traditional post-game celebra¬ 
tion. called ’The Third Half, 
where they shared talcs of their 
heroic exploits around a glass. 
After a match, ihe players are 
no longer enemies, or even 
competitors; they are just pas¬ 
sionate athletes celebrating the 
glory of rugby. After ail. didn't 
we say that this 'hooligan 
sport* is practiced only by real 
gentlemen? ■ 


In Rugby, one the essential objectives is to win posses¬ 
sion of'the balL This is done in line-outs for example , 
when the ball is thrown in from the side. 


If you want to discover the 
game of rugby, there are 
training sessions on Wednes¬ 
days and Sundays from 5 to 7 
at Sports City. For more infor¬ 
mation, call Far ah Nushm- 
wat, captain of the local team, 
at 461 9075. 
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World Cup squads; 


x u ^Nelson Tapia (Uruversidad 
/ ' .I:v£ CStsIfSaV Mgroelo 'Rammrez (Colo Colo). Car- 

Paraguay " 

Rojas, Pedro Reyes 

I Paraguay national football squad selects'' ; £k)i 0 Colo). Ronald Fuentes. Crislian Casla- 
•«* i»m «n Pririav fnr Wnrirf rim finals- v. - n eda, Ricardo Rojas, Mauricio Aros (Universi- 


OS 


here late on Friday for World Cup finals: 


Goalkeepers: Jose Luis Chile vert (Velez 
SarxfieJd. Arg). Ruben Ruiz Diaz (Monterrey, 
Mex). Danito Aceval (Union Santa Fe, Arg) . 

Defenders! Pedro Sarabia (River Plate, 
Arg). Celso AyaJa (River Plate, Arg), CataJmo 
Rtvarolu (Greniio Porto Alegre. Bra). Fran¬ 
cisco Arce (Palmeiras. Bra), Ricardo Rojas 
tEstudiamcs. Atg), Denis Caniza (Olimpia, 
Par), Carlas Gamarra (Corinthians, Bra). 

Midfielders: Julio Cesar Enciso (Inter tfe 
Porto Alegre. Bra). Roberto Acuna (Real Zara¬ 
goza. Spa), Edgar Aguilera (Ceno Cora, Par). 
Carlos MnraIcs lGiranasia.de Jujuy, Arg), Car- 
Ins Paredes (Olimpia, Par). 

Forwards: Miguel Benitez (Espanyot, Spa). 
Julio Cesar Yegros (Cruz AzuT, Mex), Jorge 
- rfampos (Beijtn Guoan, Chn), Jose Cardozo 
(Toluca. Mex), Aristides Rojas fUmon Santa 
Fe. Arg). Cesar Ramirez (Sporting Lisbon, 
Pori. Hugo Brizuela (Argentine* Juniors, Aig) 


dad de Chile).- Miguel Ramirez, Javier Margas 
(Univereidad Ooslica). Mo is is Villarrqel 
“(Wanderers) ,'JorgeGomez (Cobreloa).' 

-Midfielders.- Luis Musrri, Clarence Acuna 
fUmversidad de Chile); Nelson Parraguez, Fer- 
- nando Cornejo (Universidad Catslica). Jose 
: Luis Sidrra (Colo Colo), Fabian Estay (Toluca. 
. Mexico), • Mafcelo Vega (New York 
MetroStars). 

. Forwards: Ivan Zamorano (Inter Milan), 
. Marcelo Salas (River Plate. Argentina). Juan 
Carreno (Huachipato). Manuel Neiro (Colo 
Colo), Rodrigo Barrera (Universidad de Chile). 


(both Bayern). Jens Jeremies (Munich 1X60) 
Forwards: Juergen Klinsmann (Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur), Oliver Bierhoff (Udiriese. Iialyj.UlT Kir¬ 
sten (Leverkusen). Olaf Marschall 
(Kaiserslautern) 

Standby: Fnedi Bobic (Stuitgart). Stefan 
Klos. Lars Ricken (both Dortmund). Marco 
Bode. Dieter Eilts .(both Wcrder Bremen). 
Andreas Buck)Kaiserslautern). Yves Eigcn- 
rauch. Thomas Linkc (both Schalke 04). Mch- 
met Scholl. Christian Nerlingcr (hath 
Bayernl.Olivier Ncuville. Marco Rehmcr (both 
Rostock), Jens Nowotny (Leverkusen). 


Hirano (Nagoya Grampus Eight). Hidetoshi 
Nakata (Bcllmare Hiralsuka). Tsuyoshi Kita- 
zawa (Verdy Kawasaki). Toshihiro Hatton 
tJuhilo Iwata). Shinji Ono (Xirawa Reds). 
Tcruyoshi Ito (Shimizu S-Pulse) 

Forwards: Kazuyoshi Miura (Verdy Kawa- 
saki).Shoji Jo (Yokohama Marinos). Masayuki 
Okano (Urawo Reds). Wagner Lopes (Bcll¬ 
mare Hiralsuka). Musashi Nakay&ma (Jubilo 
Iwata) 


Chile 

■ Chilean coach Nelson Acosta hay named a 
25-man squad for Ihe World Cup final s in 
France. Acosta said he was selecting three 


• Germany 

■ Germany’s 22-man squad for France 1998 
released by coach Beiti Vogts on Monday. - 
Goalkeepers: Andreas Koepke (Olympique 
Marseille). Oliver Kahn (Bayern Munich)Jens 
Lehmaun (Schalke 04). 

-Defenders: Lothar Matlha eus. Thomas 
Helraef, Markus Babbel (All Bayern). Juergen 
Kohler, Stefan Reuter (both Borussia Dort- 
mundj Olaf Thon (Schalke 04). Christian 
Woerns (Bayer Leverkusen) . .. 

Midfielders:. Thomas Hasslcr (Karlsruhe), 


more players than required in case any of them ; Andreas Moeller, Joetg Heinrich, Steffen 
suffered an injury before travelling to France Freund (All Dortmund). Christian Ziege (AC 
nn Mav 29. •• Milan), Michael - Taiuat, Dietmar Hamann 


Japan 

■ The following are the 25 players named to 
the Japanese national soccer team on Thursday 
For the Kirin Cup tournament. 

The learn will be cm lo 22 names by June 2 
for the World Cup finals. (J-Lcuguc team in 
parenthesis): 

Goalkeepers: . Yoshikalsu Kawaguchi 
(Yokohama Marinos). Scigo Nantx^iki (Yoko¬ 
hama Flugcls). Nohuyuki Kojima (Bcllmare 
Hiralsuka) 

Defenders: Musami (hum (Yokohama Mari¬ 
nos). Norio Omura (Yokohama Mari- 
nos).Yutakii Akita (Kashimu Antlers). Nnoki 
Soma (Kashima Antlers). Akira Narahashi 
(Kashima Antlers). Toshihide Sailo (Shimizu 
S-Pulse). Eisuke Nakanishi (JEF United Ichi- 
hnra). Daisuke Ichikawa (Shimizu youth team) 

Midfielders: Molohiro Yamaguehi (Yoko¬ 
hama Flugeis). Hiroaki Murishima (Ccrezo 
Osaka) Hiroshi Nanami (Jubilo Iwata). Takashi 


Netherlands 

■ Dutch Coach Guus Hiddink has named his 
22-man squad for the World Cup in France, 
media reports said on Monday. 

The squad will be officially announced 
later. According to the reports, the squad is as 
follows : 

Goalkeepers: Edwin van der Sar (Ajax 
Amsterdam). Ruud Hesp (Barcelona). Edde 
Goey (Chelsea). 

Defenders: Michael Reiziger (Barce- 
lonaJ.Ferdi Vicrklau (Tenerife). Frank de Boer 
(Ajax). Jaap Siam (PSV Eindhoven). Arthur 
Numan (PSV). Winston Bogarde (Barcelona). 

Midfielders: Clarence Seedorf (Real 
Madrid). Aron Winter (Inter Milan). Ronald de 
Boer (Ajax). Phillip Cocu (PSV). Wim Jonk 
(PSV). Edgar Davids (Juventus), Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst (Feyenoord). 

Forwards: Pierre van Hooydonk (Notting¬ 
ham Forest). Patrick Kluivert (AC Milan). 
Marc Overman (Arsenal). Jimmy Floyd Has- 
selbaink (Leeds United). Dennis Bergkamp 
(Arsenal). Boudewijn Zenden (PSV). 
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Liverpoors Friedel hopes to have permit 
renewed 

■ Brad Friedel hopes to learn Friday if the British government 
will renew his work permit, which would allow him to slay 
with Liverpool. 

Gordon Taylor, head of the Professional Footballers' Associ¬ 
ation, said he would support Friedel's application although ihe 
American goalkeeper failed to play in 75 percent nl Liverpool's 
games—a government requirement for a permit renewal. 

“But we as a union do have sympathy with FricJel's prob¬ 
lems.” Taylor said. ”lt took him so long in gel the permit in (he 
first place and he needed to get himself fit and acclimatized u< 
English conditions before he could play. 

“We view this half-a-scason that he has been at Liverpool u.s 
a transition period and we will not object to ihe issue uf a new 
permit, although there are several players who have heen in 
England a lot longer than Friedel who will not ■.■el new 
permits.” 

Liverpool finished the season Sunday against Derby 

Friedel. who joined Liverpool in December from the Colum¬ 
bus Crew of Major League Soccer, is the No. 2 goalkeeper un 
the US national team behind Kascy Keller, who plays m Eng¬ 
land for Leicester. 


First Wives Club 

■ Coach Philippe Troussier hopes to use women as a motivat¬ 
ing factor for the South African 
team. 

Troussicr said he will ask the 
South African Football Associa¬ 
tion to send the players' wives to 
France if the team reaches the sec¬ 
ond round. Johannesburg's Satur¬ 
day Star reported. 

“It is important for the morale 
of the players, and I think that I 
am the only coach who will he 
thinking this way.” Troussicr was 
quoted as saying. 

The South African team will he 
based in Vichy outside of Paris 
because it is a “quiet city with no 
pressure." Troussier said. 



Goalkeeper Out 

■ Nigeria goalkeeper Ike Shoninmu hrnke his right arm in a 
game for FC Zurich in Friday's 2-1 loss to Grasshoppers and 
will miss the World Cup. Zurich spokesman Guido Tpgnnni 
said Saturday. 

Shorunmu collided with Grasshoppers' Mats Gren shortly 
before halftime in Friday's game. The 31-year-old Nigerian 
goalkeeper underwent surgery and will remain in a hospital lor 
about three days. 

Grasshoppers clinched the Swiss League title with the win. 


Saudis overcome Trinidad and Tobago 

■ World Cup finalists Saudi Arabia heat Trinidad and Tobago 
2-1 in a warm-up match on the Cote d'Azur on Saturday. 


Playing 
side that drew ()-() 
with fellow finalists 
Jamaica last week, 
the Saudis went in 
front after 16 min¬ 
utes through striker 
Sami Al-Jaber. 

Both sides con¬ 
structed good build¬ 
up movements and 
Trinidad and 

Tobago equalized 
three minutes later 


the 


same 



with a fine shot from striker Mrasto Knight. 

After ihe interval, the Saudi defense remained under pressure 
but the Trinidad and Tobago forwards were regularly caught in 
the offside trap. 

The Saudis, also dangerous up front, came close when Hus¬ 
sain Ahduighani's 7Sth minute shot from a tight angle crossed 
the face of goal. 

But a minute later. Ibrahim So waved put through a line pass 
to midfielder Saeed Al-Owairan. who senreJ the winner. 


US squad named 

■ US national soccer team coach Steve Sampson Tuesday named 
20 of the 22 players who will represent the United Slates in ihe 
1998 World Cup in France. Sampson also named eight alternates. 

DC United defenders Eddie Pope and Jeff Agnus were selected, 
as was former University of Virginia midfielder Claudio Reyna 
United forward Roy Lassiter, recently acquired from the Tampa 
Bay Mutiny, narrowly missed the cut. Sampson said during a con¬ 
ference call. Lassiter and United midfielder Tuny Sanneh were 
named alternates. 

Sampson said he considered giving alternate status m United 
midfielder and former US captain John Harkcs alter the two met 
in Los Angeles on Monday night, hut he decided against it. How¬ 
ever. Sampson didn't rule out naming Harkes to the final roster, 
due June 2. 

Sampson said he might wail until after the US team’s final prc- 
World Cup game, against Scotland on May at RFK Stadium. W* 

fill Ihe hist lwo openings. 



The leading candidates .ire 
midfielder Tab Ramos, who 
is returning from major 
knee surgery anJ playing 
for the New York/New Jer¬ 
sey MetroStars. and French¬ 
man David Regis, a veteran 
player in the German 
League who is married lo an 
American and awaiting US 
citizenship. 
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Slow but sure, French mood being stirred by ‘La Coupe du Monde’ 
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THE WORLD Cup seemed easy for Michel 
Platini when he was a brilliant playmaker. As 

fee 


an organizer, he sometimes feels like he’s 
being tackled from behind by his own 
teammates.-!' • " 

“France hasn't really understood the impor¬ 
tance of the World Cup.” said Platini, presi¬ 
dent of the organizing cpmminee. 

Oiie month before the opening kickoff. 
France is slowly! but surely, catching World 
Cup fever. But the hoopla cannot hide the fact 
that soccer simply is not in the blood here. 

The sport is a religion in many countries. 
Not in France. 

“This isn’t Italy, Spain or England. It's a 
different culture ” said Just ; Fontaine, who 
became the hero of France’s 1958 squad by 
scoring a record 13 goals in a single World 
Cup. 

. • After leading France to its only major title 
at the 1984 European 'Championships, and 
into two World. Cup semifinals,. Platini now 
• finds cooperation doesn’t come naturally any- 
more—from the authorities, from businesses, 
from ihe unions. 

The 1 three major "World Cup preparation 
events ni France—the preliminary draw at the 
.Louvre in Paris, the. finals draw-in Marseille 
and the opening of Saim T Denis' Stade de 


France where the final will he played—were 
all hit by transportation strikes. 

And unions are considering further action 
during the June 10-July 12 tournament. 

It hasn't dampened Platini’s spirits. 

“I’d walk to Saint-Denis if there’s a strike.” 
he saui. 

When Platini needed cash to beef up his 
budgeu .he complained biucrly that foreign 
firms were much more interested in becoming 
sponsors than local businesses. 

And Paris authorities have been less than 
helpful in setting up the June 9 “Festival of 
Foothall,” a colorful $8 million extravaganza 
of four parades converging on the center of 
(he capital to symbolize the universal spirit of 
the game. 

“You cannot imagine Utc problems we have 
had with the police, with the administration” 
Platini said. “If we wouldn’t have done it. I 
think they would have been happier.” 

By now, he knows you can’t make every¬ 
body happy. 

From around (he globe, (he organizing com¬ 
mittee got 25 million requeMS for rickets— 
when only 2.5 million were available. 

France had to build the W).000-scat Slade 
dc France in Saint-Denis because there simply 
wasn’t a big enough sLadium in the country. 


Capacity at the 10 World Cup venues is 
among the smallest of the last quarter century. 

And when the world's fans realized that 
two-thirds or the tickets were reserved for the 
French. Platini became an international target 
for abuse. 

Thirty European parliamentarians are suing 
the committee and the European Union’s 
executive commission is examining whether 
to impose fines over what is perceived by 
many as a French ticket monopoly. European 
soccer federations are up in arms since they 
can satisfy only a fraction of demand. 

“The World Cup is in France, not in Brit¬ 
ain,” Platini said in defense of the ticket 
policy. 

As Platini struggles with that controversy 
and oiher headaches, the rest of the country is 
slowly gearing up. 

If only the home team and its coach would 
give more cause for optimism. 

After two depressing preparation games 
against non-qualifiers, a 1-0 loss against Rus¬ 
sia and a 0-0 draw in Sweden, coach Aime 
Jacquct has been put on the defensive. 

He was criticized in the French media when 
he failed to announce, as promised, his final 
squad of 22 players on Wednesday. “Quelle 
tristesse” ("How satT) lamented the sports 


daily L’Equrpe. 

But the World Cup is about more than just 
France. 

At the Iran House on the Champs Elysces in 
Paris, many of the exotic carpci.s have been 
put aside to make space lor World Cup T- 
shins and scarfs. 

The Foolix mascot is drawing hie crowds. 
World Cup-related commercial!) inundate TV 
screens. 

Fashion houses have models playing soccer, 
nightclubs turn out long-legged dancers in 
team outfits and 10 tons of officially approved 
World Cup condoms have arrived in France. 

But not everyone is getting into the spirit. 

One night spot is organizing male strip 
shows for ail those lonely women w hose part¬ 
ners have abandoned them for the World Cup. 

Ant. an anti-World Cup group. La Coupe 
est Pleine ("the Cup is Fulf'i. will distribute 
stickers declaring soccer-free zones and orga¬ 
nize picnics and theater show ings where soc¬ 
cer talk will be banned. 

“We want to he protected from his deluge.” 
said Laurent Terissc. who helped set up the 
group. 

In that case, he can only hope France 
doesn't win it all. ■ 
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La place ovale de Jerash, cadeati de la nature par vsnhigue Abu-Mjmeh 
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Supplement en fran§ais du Star 




Avec son reseau de rues d dander et I'agencement de ces monuments, Jerash 
donne aujourd'hui rimpression d'un urbanisme . 
planijid des la fondaiion de la ciiS b I’ipoque 
heUSnistique. En faiL il a’en est rien. Nee d’un 
embryon nrbain a proximite du sanctuaire de Zeus, la 
citi s'est pea a peu diveloppee jusqu'a la fin dii ler 
siecle ap. J.C., en suivant davantage les incurvations 
topographiques qu'un plan organist. Ainsi s’crplique 
la forme surprenante et unique de la fameuse place 
ovale: au ler siecle ap. J.C., les voies dc circulation de 
la petite agglomeration n’obeisserit pas encore a un 
schema precis mais suivent lefond des different wadi 
Plusieurs d'entre elles sc terminent dans la depression 
situee au nord-est du sanctuaire de Zeus. C’cst an 
tournant des ler et lie siicles, que Von voit apparaitre 
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ZZ/ incarvorer dans un seul ensemble les entries 
P °“L a pZ[du sanctuaire de Zeus , Vaboutsssematt de h§ 
ou cart 

rue lies qui convergeaient a cet cmtwL 

Tes mes setondaires sont encore vtstbks grdee i des 

espacements plus larges ** 

architraves plus hautes au-detsus de chacun des 

passages. • 
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Memoire 


50 ans apres, e’est toujours la Nakba 

Comme toujours, dans ce croissant fertile, I’Histoire profile les r deux faces d’une 
medaille. Pendant que les Israeliens fetent la naissance de leur Etat, les Palestiniens 
commemorent Vexode de rnilliers d’entre eux en 1948. Qu’ils doutent aujourd'hui de 
la paix ou qu ’ils nous racontent cette annee de la catastrophe, leur Nakba, 
c 'est la tnetne plaie a vifqui revient: la Palestine n 'a pas disparu. 


Pour l’honneur de Deir Yasin 


Dans son yppartement 
trex chaieureux sur Djebcl Al- 
Taj. Ynhyj AI-Hindi ou Abou 
Nidal (ricn a voir avee le revn- 
luliunnairc) lnui dc Mane veiu 
rneunlc son 194# avee enthou- 
xin-mc. II hahiluil Tanloura ii 
30 kilometre* de Haifa. C’ctaii 
all its uii jeunc homme de 24 
ans s.iiis hi.sinircs mais cons- 
dent des [roubles que vivail la 
Palestine. 

II se snuvicnl dc cclle ha- 
millc que les Israeliens en sur- 
noinhre reniponereni lacilc- 
ineni : -Aiwa n’avious presque 
pa.\ tdors quund les 

juifs %■ vi/ entre\ dans If village 
vers inhiiiii. on nc pnnvaii pas 
bcattcoup noisier, la hntaille a 
satlcmciu dure ju\qit'd trois 
he tires du matin -. Pendant ccs 
heures d'allblcment el de pre¬ 
cipitation. AI-Hindi temc de 


rclrouver sa fnnitNc en vain. Le 
village est deja vide. II decide 
done de nager el dc sc refugier 
pour le restc de la nuii dans 
I'une des quatre iles qui font 
face ii Tanloura it 500 metres dc 
la cole. Le maiin. le jeune 
Yahya veul rejoindre le rivage 
mais. a quelques brassecs de la 
plage, les chansons et ies tires 
des soldais juifs le dissuudent 
dc continuer. II rctoume sur son 
ilc. Faiigue. affame. seulement 
veiu de sous-veicments. il resie 
done sans nouvellcs dc sa fa¬ 
mine el de son village. Pendani 
ce temps, les homines ei les 
gardens de Tantoura nnl etc 
faits prisonniers el les femmes, 
deportees a FnJdisse. un village 
voisin qui avail deja cede aux 
Israeliens. De Frcdissc elles 
ironi jusqu'a Toulkarem. C'esi 
la que Yahya AI-Hindi les re- 
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Deux photos de mariage, c’est tout ce que Salim Habash a 
pu emporter quand il a quitte sa niaisnu sous les botnbes. 

trouve : Les femmes el les en- wins eoiiveriiiiYS -. Le jcunc 
fonts etaient instulles dans tine hmnmc apponc son aide a la 
ecalc et ils dormaieni par terre Croix Rouge el devient leur 


La paix reste une illusion pour les refugies 


Le 14 mai 1948, les Britan- 

niques abandonnent leur mandat, lais- 
sant face ii face les Palestiniens et ies 
sinnisics. Ces demiers proclament 
1‘Etal d'lsrael. C'est le debut de la pre¬ 
miere guerre israelo-arabc. Des ccn- 
■laines de rnilliers dc Palestiniens sont 
chassis dc leun. foyers, et de leurs 
tenres par des organisations lerroristes 
sionistes idles que Stem. Hagan ah ou 
Irgoun... 

ironie de i'Histoire: 50 arts aprfes. 
presque jour pour jour. Benjamin Ne- 
t:myahou. le Premier minisire israelien. 
refuse dc se rendre h Washington poor 
une nouvelle tentative de sauver ce qui 
resie du processus de paix. 

Abu Said, sexagenaire du camp de 
refugies Al-Hussein il Amman, a du 
quitter Haifa en 1948 alors qu'il avail 
dix ans. 11 ne d^colerc pas : «Ils trom- 
1 * 0 tent leur itiande et disaient qu’ils 
Youlaient la paix. Ccrtcs. les Palestini- 
ens et les Arabes ont accepts 
dennmtes concessions et ont signe des 
accords dc pair avec les Israeliens. 
Mais ceux-ci refusent Vapplication des 
accords d'Osh ■ qu'Hs out signe awe les 
Palestiniens... Que veulcnt-ils encore ? 
Ces gens-la ne veultnt pas du tout la 
pi ti e. J'cn sttis profondimenl persuade 
imiintenant Son voisin I'dpicier, Ja¬ 
mal Alnwi. esiime que les Palestiniens 
ont tout de mg me rfussi it sauvegarder 


I’essentiel de, lejur cause nationaie : 

• Face a un Elat israelien qui etait el 
est toujours fortemau soutenu par des 
grandes puissances el par le mauve- 
ment sioniste mondial, c’est presque un 
miracle que les Palestiniens aient sau ■ 
vegarde leur identite nationaie. une re¬ 
presentation politique (OLP puis 
VAutorite palestinienne) et leur pre¬ 
sence sur la terre palestinienne. cible 
privilegiee des confiscations, de la co¬ 
lonisation e-U des visecs sionistes.... 
Sans outlier, ajoute-t-il. les Palesti- 
niens de 48. e'esr-a-dire ccs Israeliens 
arabes. qui sont presque un million au- 
jourd'hui et qui, 50 ans apres, qffir- 
ment avec force leur identite araho- 
musulmanc •. 

Le Droit pour nous 

Jamal se souvient alors de la refle¬ 
xion du poete Tawfiq Zayyad (ancien 
maire de Nazareth, mort en 1994) 
quand les Israeliens demandaient a ces 
Palcstiniens-lii de quitter leur Etat : 

• Oui,'. nous sommes prets a le faire. a 
condition de nous laisser emporter 
avec nous noire tern !». 

Mais Jama! se veut optimiste et 
n'oublie pas la moitig vide de son verre 
en forme de bilan. 11 reconnait que les 
Palestiniens n'auraient pas accept^ les 
accords dOslo si Ies gouvemements et 
les peuples arabes avaient davantage 


soutenu leur cause et leur id£al. 

Anwar, un coiffeur de 37 ans. a per¬ 
du son p&re il y a 20 ans dans un acci¬ 
dent. 1! lui a laisse un bout de papier, 
un document qui prouve qu'il poss^de 
une terre h Jerusalem : •» Oui. nous. Pa- 
Icstiniens. avons le droit mvc nous. 
Tonics les resolutions dc I'Onu le re- 
connaissent a lc monde comprend 
inienx aujourd’hui noire problcme 
mais eux. ils ont la force. Ils. sawn! 
ires bien qu'ils nous ont vote noire 
terre. En 194S. les juifs ne pussedaieni 
que 8,5*% de lit terre palestinienne. les 
Palestiniens en possedaient 47,5 % et 
le reste etait place sous mandat*. 

Anwar est inquiet car les colonisa¬ 
tions menacem la terre et s'intermge : 
fils veulcnt la paix nutis continuent de 
nous trailer comine si nous elions 
lairs pires ennemis. Comment alors ne 
pas les ennsiderer de la memo fa- 
fan ?-. Anwar sc tail, comme s*il al- 
tendait une rfponse a sa question, 
avant de poursuivre : - Metis qui a dit 
que la force sera toujours du cote is- 
raelicn ?». Terrible perspective 
d'avenir derriere cet irrepressible es- 
poir. Dans Ies esprits dc ccs hommes 
qui attendent I'heure du retour depuis 
un demi-siecle. la paix semble plus 
loin que jamais. ■ 


Suleiman Sweiss 



C’est la vie 

L'agenda culturel d'Amman 

Concert 

Lc yroupe fran^ais Zebda ibcurrc en arabe) en Jordanie. 
A\cc Zebda. lc mijtissagc n'csl plus un vain mot. mais une 
realile. une passion. Ce groupc blanc-beur de Toulouse s'est 
invente un style patchwork de musette, chanson francaise. rap. 
rai pour Ies enulours ot de rock pour lc bruit. La sauce qui lie le 
tout on un rasga revigorant ot bien balance qu'on relrouvc 
dans lour dernier album. Lc Bruit ct I’Odenr. Avec des textes 
scricux el un engagement politique qui depassc dc loin lc pre- 
chi-precha habitue). Zebda propose un choc des cultures qui 

devient un jcu des cultures : 
•Je burine, mes rucines sont 
Lilines ct bien aii-dclh •>. 

Sumedi 16 mai a 19h30 dans 
TAmphitheatrc des jardins 
du Roi Abdallah (a proximite 
du lelepherique dc Shmeisa- 
ni). Amman. Musique orien- 
tale en premiere partie a par- 
tir de 18h45. Entree : 3 JD. 
Diraanche 17 mai a 15b30 a 
TUnivcrsite du Yarmouk a 
Irbid dans I'Amphitheulrc 
Al-Kindi. Entree libre. 
Renseignements au Centre 
Culturel Francais au 4636445 
ou 46371109. 

Exposition 

line serie dc photos et de maqueites pour decouvrir I'reuvre de 
r.irchiicdc francais Christian de Purtzamparc. Apres la Cite 
de l.i Musique et lc Conservatoire dc lu Vitlcuc. il a construii 
l.i Tour LV’MH a New York et travaille sur la Tour Bunda'i ii 
Tokyo. P.issinnnc pjr I'idee du vide, il affcciionne partieu- 
liercincm hi for mule suivanlc pour parlcrde son travail : -Mu 
mat .win tv uVit pas les nmrs, ce n ‘est pas le toil, ce n’est /w.v 
le sol. mais lr vide cm re les chases pttree que c’est lit que 
jludmc-. 

Exposition Christian de Portzamparc a TUniversite de 
Jordanie du 18 mai au 4 juin. Verms _ge le 18 mai & llh 
suivi d’une conference par Marc Yaye. architecle et sceno- 
graphe dc I'cxpnsilion. 

Cinema 

Cycle urn sucre a I’ac trice Catherine Deneuve. 

Lc lieu du crime. Him d'Andre Techine. I9S6. coulcur. smis- 
liire en arabe. Vivam seule avec son Ills age de quatorze ans. 
d.ins la region dc la Garonne, unc femme s'cprend d’un evadf 
dc prison. Lundi 18 mai a 18h30 el 20h30 au CCF. 
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Les freres Taeh ont Vintention dc reprendre leurs etudes 
apres sept ans passes dans les cellules knwei'ticnnes. 


Manal el sa Mtur ont [ong- 
temps hesitc. Elles refusaient 
I'iddc de rencontrcr les mem- 
bres de leur famille dans une 
prison. Cette annee elles ont cu¬ 
lm acceplc pour la premiere 
Ibis dc s'envnlcr pour le Kowcii 
ct sa prison ccnrralc dc Talh.i 
dans ic sud de la capiiale. La 
semaine dcmierc. unc \ ingtainc 
J'autrcs Jordanie ns prolllaienl 
dc ccitc me me \isitc. preparcc 
ct suivie. comme les trois prtx- 
cdcnies. par le Comile interna¬ 
tional do la Croix-Rouge. 
Quand la piupan sont rentres 
avec de simples souvenirs et les 
images de leurs enfants dcr- 
rieres des barreaux. les deux 
Mcurs Taeh. dies, ont cu eulte 
chance inattcnduc d'avoir' it 
I cuts cotes duns I’avion du re- 
lour. Icurs deux freres Moutaz 
et Mouniusser. Un cadeau. un 
soulagemcnt qui met un point 
final ii sepi annees 
dcmprisonnemem... 

Koueit city. 4 ntril l**91. la 
Guerre du Golfc ecrit son epi¬ 
logue. Moutaz ct Moumasser 
sont tranquillcmcnl endormis 
chez eux. A I'aube. des 
hommes dc la police 
kowciiicnnc enfoncent la pone 
ct dcmundeni a verifier lours 


papiers. IK fuuilleni ions les re¬ 
coins de la mai son et les cmhar- 
queni au commissariat. 
•‘D'aprcx le tampon iruluei i wir 
voire thtsu'pnrt. vou\ nuts ctc.\ 
rind us rn Irak, leur explique un 
officier perspicucc. il e*t flair 
que i>«iv awz collubarc aver 
i'ltnnc e ilifctipalinn im- 
kienne-. - J'etttis clttdiiml a la 
hi fill if dc mcdcciiw tt 
rUitirersite de Bagdad, hrs du 
drclcih hcmcni de It: guerre, 
tunic de laire c"mprcndre Mou- 
laz. jin done dit arirtrr mes 
cUnify et ra, >umcr duns ma fit- 
mille him. ;tWe deputs JO ans au 
Knwrt !-. Le policier ne veut 
pa> entendre ia \erite. La lisle 
des accusations est dejh prete : 
haulc tr.ihison. volontc de hri- 
scr la resistance koweitienne. 
collaboration avee I'.itmee ira- 
kienne ct etudes pour lc compte 
dc 1'lrak. Moutaz est condamnf 
.i mort. unc peine qui sera com- 
mucc cn 13 .mnnees de prison. 
Son I'rcrc suhil ic mdnic sort. Ii 
ricludic piiurtanl pas cn Irak 
mats cn fcgyptc. Mais cn raison 
de la Guerre du Golfe. il etait 
reste hloque au Kowcit. 

Sept annees de snuffrances 
plus lard, les deux freres Taeh. 
Jordanicns d'originc palest i- 


agent dc liaison avec la popula¬ 
tion exiliic. La bourgade de 
Tantoura comptait en 1948 
25W) personnel. Apr^s Toulka- 
rem ct Hdbron. la plupart ont 
11 ni par s'installcr 5 Dumas en 
Syrie ou ils vivent toujours. *U 
n \ a plus personae a Tantoura 
el Unties les maisons ont etc dc- 
trnites. Lc village a etc trans- 
forme par l'Etat hvbre.u en site 
louiisrique *•. indique encore 
Ahu Nidal. En 1972. pour la 
premiere Ibis, il est retournd la- 
has avcc sa femme cl ses trois 
enfants. Deux arhres mar- 
quaient encore ce qui avait etfi 
sa maismi d’enfancc. 

7 ans sous une tente 

Salim Habash est assis it cote 
dc deux photos dc son manage 
cn noir et hlanc. Com tout ce 
qu'il a reussi a ramcncr dc sa 
mnison dc Yafa ou il vivait 
avec sa femme ct scs trois en- 
fants. II avail 37 ans a I'cpoque. 
•Sous lr hunhardement dc la 
vide, je suis sorti avec ma 
femme el mes enfants avec 
d'atttres memhres de ma fa- 
miUe. Nous avons loue un petit 


Deir Yasin, petit village & I’ouest de 
Jdrusaicm. d’environ 400 habitants, devenu 
tristement c6l&bre b cause du massacre de sa 
population Ic 9 avril 1948. *C'est vrai que les 
juifs qui sont entres dans le village ont tud 
tous les gens sur leur passage, ies femmes, 
les enfants et les hommes sans discrimination 
mais nous rejetons ce que disent les medias. 
qu'ily ait eu un massacre >. Les paroles de ce 
rcsca’pg. Abu Bassam, sont troublantes. Selon 
lui, ia boucherie de Deir Yasin est un myihe 
destine ft ia propagande. Gest aussi I'avis de 
Mohammed Samour qui prSfere parler d’une 
rbataille» classique entre Palestiniens et 
troupes juives. «Nous elions en etat d’edene a 
cause des mouvements anonnaux des colo¬ 
nies juives pres du village. Vers trois heures 
du matin, nous avons eniendit les cris de Mo- 
hanuned Atfyah et de son fils (les premiers 
martyrs) annonganl 1‘arrivee des juifs*. 
S'ensuivit. selon le vieil homme, un combat 
violent qui dura jusqu'i trois heures de. 
I'aprfes-midi, ou les hommes du village 
s'illusirSrenl par leur ardente resistance. 
Combien de morts selon ces tdmoins privild- 
? Une centaine tout au plus alors que 
I'Histoire en admet plus de 250. Ou est la vd- 
ritd 1 Jacques Reynier. b. I'dpoque chef de la 
ddldgation de la Croix-Rouge internalionaie 
en Palestine, s'etait rendu a Deir Yasin le 10 
avril. 11 y avait constatd 1'horreur d'un 
-nettoyage a la mitraillettc. puis a la grenade 
[etj terminc au coutetm*. Les hommes de 



Ces trois rescapes refusent Vidie d'un ■ 
massacre. - 

Dedr: Yasin ti'en ddmordent pas. M6mc Wo- 
hammed Samour. qui avoue pourtant. avoir 
vu son pfere mourir sotis scs yeux alors qu’il. 
se pr^>araii h la priere. demeure imperturba¬ 
ble. "• • 

Cette volontd de convaincrc A tout; prix 
dune heroique resistance armee necacbe-elle 
pas le desir de ddfendne lew honncur dC cdfn- 
hanant el celui de leur village bAEay* - f»r 
I’enricmi 7 N’y-a-t-it pas dans ces t^moigna- 
ges rigidcs une bointe secrete cTavoir. swv€- 
cu ? Ne peut-on y voir le pcids de ta cnfpabr- - 
lite. puisque I’dpisode Deir Yasin a sms, 
doute acc^l^re I'exode des civik arabes qui 
craigruieni de subir le raSme son ?-Deir Ya^ 
sin. symbole d'un Proche-Orienr qui soefeve 
plus de questions que de rdponses. ■ .Y ; 

-■ &TA.& 


autobus pour nous amencr a 
Ramleh, oil on est reste un pen 
de temps avant d’etre forces Je 
partir cette fois pour Ranud- 
I ah*. Il ne reverra jamais s;i 
maison. Jerusalem, Bethl£em. 
Jordanie, Liban. Chossd par le 
chdmage et !e conflit israelo- 


arabe. Salim Habash terminc 
enfin son people en 1953 a 
Amman ou il s’installe defini¬ 
tive ment aveesafamilfe. 

* Pendant route ma vie. ma 
tache principale a etc de com- 
battre les juifs*. resume avec 
fierte Mohammed'Shataiat,. 72 












Les rumeurs du massacre de Deir Yasin, exp lodecs par les Israeliens, explu&ent en par- 
tie la fuite massive des populations arabes qui tie voulaient pas subir le meme sorL Pres 
de 300.000 Palestiniens se retrouventalors sur les routes. vUi--.'. . 


ans. dans son apparteraeiu 
d'Ashrafiyeh. En 1948. rl qmtte 
avec sa fbmille son village de 
. Deir Nakhas pour rejwtdre 
Fawur au sud tfHebron ils 
'. sonf iiccueillis dans un fiMttp. 
•Apres que les juifs cnit jail 
sauier ies nutisons du village 
devant nos veto, nous etions 
obliges de pariir et de tout lais 
scr derriere nous*. La famillf*. 
Shatarar est reside sept ans dans 
. ce camp ou ils n*avaient qu'iine 
tenle pew les protfger du sofeil 
ou de.la ncige. *Mon mqn par- 
tail pendant des jours eiparfois 
des -aa t a ban re les 

\soldais wfM e L jc'nc savais pas 
pu. ilt lhaf&g&es enfants,et . mot. 
on ne vrwqtxlc rien*, precise sa 
fematf^Sna En 1955, ia fa- 
miU^xJeY^fohammed se re- 
rrot^re^Srfe camp de rfifugids 
de.A^t Al-Sulcan h Jdricho. 

de 1967 les met 
.dei-^OTyeau sur les routes. Ils 
rejO^nem a pied la vall£e du 
-Jothdain dans la regiorr de 
Shouna. •Nous snnxmes sortis- 
de -Palestine sous les bom-jL' 
bardemtnis sans ricn et autour* 
de nous, les gens mouraient*. 
termine le vieil homme en pleu- 
rant 

..Reverra-t-il un jour la Pales¬ 
tine ? Mohammed Shatarat re- 
grette de ne pas y eire mort en 
martyr mais esp&re encore y • 

■'Sue en terre. ■ 

Samaa Abu Sharar 


Kowei't/Jordanie 

Au temps de la haine 

Une semaine apres leur retour en Jordanie , deux anciens detenus 
evoquent leurs annees de souffrances dans la prison centrale 
de Kowei't City. Ainsi les liberations se poursuivent. 

Un espoir pour tous ceux qui sont encore incarceres. 


nienne. som libres. Pas dc jote 
sur ces visages de jeunes 
hommes Je 28 ct 27 ans. en¬ 
core ecrases par I'injustice v6- 
cue. -An debut, nous elions 
uhtltraitcs. futrve que les 
Kowvitiens detestaient les Jor- 
thmirns cl lex Palestiniens. qui 
iivtlietit soutenu 1‘lretk pendant 
l‘\occupation. Noils etions tortu¬ 
res, insult ex, /tnrfais Messes. Et 
nil iuhls interdisait de sortir de 
w« cellules pendant plusieurs 
jtmrt... 

Pour son fils innocent 

Moutaz n'en dim pas plus. 
Tous les Jnrdaniens n'ont pas 
etc liheres. Et surtout. leur mire 
est toujours detenue la-bas. 

Cette ancicnnc institutricc dans 

une conic knweitiennc. au- 

iounj'hui ligec dc 63 ans. a 
incarccrec pour •avoir cottubo- 
rv avee t'umicc irakicnnc*. 
Grace aux 1 cures et uu.x visites 
dc plus cn plus frequentes fr£- 
ccniment jusqu'a unc fois par 
semaine). Mutaz et Mouniusser 
>onl restes cn contact avcc'clle. 
- L>r.\ de mitre dcmierc ren¬ 
contre. rile esstiyuit de nous 
eacher sa fatigue pour not a 
dunnrr plus dc force ct clle 
nous a donne tut interne dc sa 
comfHisitian. Un appcl d tous 
lex efforts jmssiblcs pour obte- 
nir la liberation des demiers 
prisonniers se souvient Mou- 
t;ix dans un sourirc froid. Sa 
mere est malade. Depuis qu'clle 
est en prison, ellc souffre dc 


diab&te et de tension. •Nous 
sommes heureux et trisres -en 
meme temps, ajoute I'ancien 
carabin. une partie dc nous a 
ctif liberee mais I'autre est en- . 
core en prison. Nous gardens 
pourtant confirmee en t'avenir 
et nous espemns reprendre nos: 
etudes interrompues il y a sept - 
ans*. 

Mohammed Estdtiyeh veut 
croire en' I'avenir aussi. De ce 
meme voyage dans I'dmirat, il. 
est revenu sans son fils de 27 . 
ans detenu au KoweVt depuis 


1992 mais ii a tout de m£me le 
sourire *Je I'ai trouve en 
bonne same .physique et morale 
et il est bientraiti maintenant *».- 
En fait; .Ayed Estdtlyeh n'est 
pas en prison pour inauvaises 
fiiquentations mais - pour un 
meurtre commis contra un autre 
Jordan]en. Sans avocat a son 
proefcs il est aJors condamnd & 
la peine caiMtale, avant de b6- 
rtffirier cfuue remise, le laissant 
avec la simple peip&iitfi. Son 
. pfere. bataiile depuis pour • la 
liberation de son Jils innocent*. 


pret 5i expliquer a qui "veut 
I'entehdre les contraden'ons 
d'un dossier pdnal. sefon lui 
mai ficeld. «La condamnation 
u- ete pro fiancee avant meme 
que tous les elements du: crime 
aient &te russemhlis *. ass<Sne-t- 
il. Pour -Ayed. que nous avons 
joint par tdldpbone. ; •les 

KdweXdens voulaient oiahtrer 

par [son] excmple. que lesJor- 

dfuiiens etuieru source de vio¬ 
lence dans le pays*. ■1= - 

•• Youssef AbaSaleb 






L’ete dernier, des 

' rabes, la Jordanie avail oblenu sob SfHecpour . ijflds "tard : par’; la'; 
la ftnafe du tdumoi de ftxKball r en .Itauahf ife-.-;^^^Daadaix3es-eiititB:iek.-<leaac* 
J Kowefu Dims les roes d’Animate te*j«bfre^ment 6tait pSBaHMwiat:j6fifend 
etait salu& par une. vote de ctwipe.de Ida- Y-« 


etait sakife par une y 


xons. d’autanfpius expresdve qirtl : s*agissaj't 




ante par unshnpfe charefrd'affaires, eiasxS*- 

.£ . ''SlVkiTanr . 


Depuis uir ao ia tfcaniTI& 
pounant totbrirf unraptHOcbcmCTtt-: 
dernier. fcs zJem .JtftysBiia, des.: 

(Etrangiaes (notamraenr dn cro:' 

I’inamovible et pragnattgue/ Sa^ 

Ahmad) atfajnn'antxn^1eurd6s& ^ 

de renouer Sesr teSaJorq' 1 
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... . . . sc® off course or blast it to smithereens. 

A 500-bilIfon-ieh comet as nnreimfifi» : ; n j Should the mission fail, one million Amer- 
course^s'Kenneth StTreonE 2Q0 ’ 000 °f whom ha ^ ^7 *** 

idential peccadillo hurtles toward Earrh *Sh ■ ch . 0 f°V-®ay. survive the cataclysm In a net- 
its tail blSng. Humankind ?s ^th?S„f 2 • ■ wo * ^ ^ergroond shelters bulk to with- 
extinction. Indeed; all life save ■ * stand the impact. The other 800,000 will be 



m 


extlncuon. Indeed, .11 life. sa v Ca T u X“™ 

S,"% be **•*? °«* A “P»mmg. 

. alarr P in g scenario, surely, but'one that 
hardly registers on the raultitud inouscast of 
the plodding disaster drama ‘Deep Impact.’ 
These folks are so blase, you’d think that sci¬ 
entists had predicted Pennies from HeaVen- 
iitstMdoC world’s end within the year. *' 

. So wbat do they do now? - ; 

"At the very least, ybu’d think they•‘dWk 
up on.canned goods. But the listless charac- 
* CTS of this mirthless $80 million drama don't 
do much of anything K> save themselves^- ■ 
unless watching MSNBC counts. Apparently 
die cable network** droning ntfWs"anchor 
Jenny Lemer (stiff, "J-V 

silly Tea Leoni), who . 
first broke the story,.-: 
has won the hearts 3hd' 
minds or the sleepy 
people. ‘ -• 

Jenny thinks she’s • 
on the trail of a Wash¬ 
ington sex • scandal 

• when she confronts .3 
former Cabinet secre¬ 
tary about his relation¬ 
ship with “EHie." 

Actually the secretary 
has been working on 
ELE (Extinction Level 
Event), which Jenny, 
discovers in a secret 
meeting with President 

• Tom Beck (somber 

■ Morgan Freeman). He 

promises to let her ask 
the first question at his 
next news conference 
to disclose the crisis if 
she'll sit on her scoop. 

No reporter would, 
but she does and is 
subsequently rewarded 
with a plum position at 
1 MSNBC’s comet crisis■ • 

desk. Her recently. 

[ divorced . parents 
(Vanessa Redgrave 
and . Maximilian 
Schell). are delighted ' 
with their daughter’s 

success. -v n ■ 


selected:from a national lonety that is lim¬ 
ited to those uOder 50y cars of age. 

Voq’d exjnscr the fifty somethings to raise 
hell, but they, accept their fates with compla¬ 
cency^ So, too, do the residents -of the Atlan- 
, tic seaboard, who know the comet h headed 
their, way yet don’t head for higher ground 
• ' Cnday. Henmm. Natural - selection? 

Directed by Mimi Leder (The Peacemaker’) 
and Written by .Brace Joel Rubin {‘Ghost’) 
and Michael Tolkin (The Player’), the 
movie is basically one long, dull prelude to 
the^ promised mash and its aftermath, in 
which a 350-foor tidal wave swamps New 
York City, Philadelphia and Washington. 
DC. All of this takes place in the last .1 5 min- 
htes of the movie and is 
far too unimaginatively 
. wrought, to merit the 
mind-numbing wait. 

- A third subplot 
focuses on the high 
school astronomer who 

- co-discovers the comet 
fbland Elijah Wood) 
and . his classmate 
(blander Leelee Sobie- 
ski). He and his Family 
are among those going 
underground, but she 
and her parents . must 
stay behind unless the 

T 4-year-old couple 
marry. The story, line 
has dramatic potential, 
but it’s so predictably 
played oul lhere r s not a 
warm cockle In the 
house. 

Leder,a veteran of 
such TV dramas as 
‘ERA seems to go out'of 
her way to avoid action 
, or eye-catching effects. 
The shuttered store¬ 
fronts mid overturned 
cars suggest that there 
has been rioting and 
looting, but all we see is 
■ die corroded, cob- 
1 webbed evidence. She 
does know how to cap- 
-tnre' expressions, but 
. ■ '.:. 3 _ _. -rr;, ‘ can’l seein to connect 


Solid design makes 
Saab 9-5 top of line 


success. •. _ . _' ' ■'_ r : a l- xf "»V cau l- seem to connect 

\ ¥ If only-she could get them back;! vritb 1 'chai^cters’ souls. That’s probably 
t life-would be perfect Well, excepHbrXMfi: because cbeyhaven^t got any in the first 

darned comet. .. .. • . ‘ £L‘ •#- ''■■■■ 

Meanwhile, the , govfcrameah: a nd obocep: ' .%■ .The human race gets-a 

that it has taken some ^eps in July-fid 'Armageddon,* 

- ins ihe astral mrnarp In" K 1 t TiiWmh- nr 


ing ihe astral menace, in his sdp 
the president’re^edJJTYl^SpOT 
(chummy Robert agh 

and the crew of the hew spacesh 
will attempt to plant mikes os’ 
surface, then either nudge the p 




jpe. .The human race gets-a 
;in July;ia 'Armageddon,* 
gfcy^ ^^e rodu?lunks Planet 
sS mil-hit Hollywood. ■ .' 

tit*.' : >. .‘A- : 


' ^ LA Tima- Washington Post 

,:V“‘ Newsservice 


By Tom Incantalnpo - 

HEATED SEATS are as com¬ 
mon as carpel lint in luxury 
cars nowadays, but what's a 
body to do in summertime 
when, despite the air condi¬ 
tioning, your buns ore hot and 
you're cross? 

If you’re driving the 1999 
Saab 9-5 with optional venti¬ 
lated seats, you just reach to 
the center of the dashboard, 
roll a thumb-wheel up n notch 
or’two and. in a few minutes, 
your nether region is comforta¬ 
ble again, along with your 
back. For abour Si,000, it 
means no more embarrassing 
perspiration stains when you 
alight from your car in sum¬ 
mertime and no more clothing 
stuck to your skin. 

The ventilated seats, used 
for many years in some buses, 
tracks and construction equip¬ 
ment, are a first in a passenger 
car and only one of many lika¬ 
ble features of the 1999 9-5. 

On sale officially since last 
month, this replacement for 
the 9000 continues the Saab 
traditions of front-wheel drive 
and distinctive looks but 
makes clear that the old Saab 
tradition of weirdness is long 
in this Swedish carmaker’s 
past 

Except for the ignition 
switch mounted on the center 
console instead of on the steer¬ 
ing column or dash, there is 
nothing quirky, annoying or 
weird about the 9-5. Saab puts 
the keyhole there because it 
'insists that's the best location. 
(We think it’s a. nuisance and 
also a potential hazard to have 
the ignition key so far out of 
the r driver’s line of sight and so 
easily reached by a youngster 
in the shotgun seat to fiddle 
with.) 

- Along with the odd keyhole 
location • are two new 
engines—a 170 horsepower, 
23-liter four-cylinder and a 
200. horsepower, 3.0-!iter V- 6 . 
both turbocharged, both with 
four valves per cylinder. The 
fow-cyHritier engine can be 
ordered with a five-speed 
stick. 

The tester’s V -6 provided 



very strong acceleration with 
some torque steer—a tugging 
on the steering wheel under 
hard acceleration that is some¬ 
times still found in front- 
wheel drive cars. 

Much more pleasant was 
the near total lack of “lag” 
inherent in turbocharged curs 
as one waits for the 'turbo to 
spool’ up and provide that 
boost of power. There is so lit¬ 
tle here that one hardly knows 
that the turbo is even there. 

The V -6 engine needs pre¬ 
mium gas. 

The 9-5 is a mid-sized 
sedan that seems very solidly 
built in the Swedish tradition 
and rides quietly except for 
. some tire rumble on coarse 
payment It feels nicely bal¬ 
anced and under control well 
into the extra-legal region of 
the speedometer. 

The 9-5 is a little bigger 
r titan its predecessor, with a 
Wheelbase 1.2 inches longer. 
Overall length is up 1.8 


inches, width up half an inch, 
and height l.i inches. Some 
trunk space was lost in the 
transition from hatchback to 
sedan. 

Gauges and most controls 
arc intuitive, though the push¬ 
button climate controls are 
more fussy and distracting to 
use on the move than would be 
a set of three rotary dials— 
unless you simply set the fully 
automatic system on a desired 
temperature and let it take over 
rather than working it 
manually. 

Standard* in all versions are 
four-wheel disk brakes with 
antilock and Saab’s reputation 
for going above and beyond 
the call to produce safe cars. 
Saab claims that the high ten¬ 
sile steel safety cage around 
the 9-5’s passenger compart¬ 
ment. designed to divert crash 
energy around the passengers, 
is so innovative that it's cov¬ 
ered by eight patent applica¬ 
tions. U says the side structure 


is designed to deflect most 
crash force away from Lhc 
upper parts of the occupants* 
bodies by spreading the force 
across more of the car's side. 

Prices for the 9-5 begin at 
just under $30,000. Besides 
items already mentioned, that 
price includes fog lamps, an 
alarm, dual power seats, tilt 
and telescoping steering 
wheel, a seven-speaker audio 
system with cassette and CD 
players, automatic heating/air 
conditioning with separate 
zones for driver and front pas¬ 
senger; power windows, mir¬ 
rors and locks, the latter with 
remote control; a driving com¬ 
puter: cruise control; 60-40 
split folding rear seat-back; 
walnut trim for the dash that is 
so dark and highly polished we 
mistook it for plastic at first- 

Versions with the V -6 
engine begin at $33,750 and 
come additionally .with auto¬ 
matic transmission and trac¬ 
tion control- 


Data on the 
Saab 1999 
9-5 SE 

■ Engine: 3.0-liter V-6, 
200 horsepower 

■ Transmission: Four- 
speed automatic, front- 
wheel drive - 

■ Safety: Dual front- 
and seat-mounted side- 
impact air bags, anti- 
lock brakes, daytime 
running lamps 

■ Place of Assembly: 
lYollhatiah, Sweden 

■ Weight: 3*410 pounds 

■ Trank: 15.9 cubic 
feet 

■ Price as Driven: 
$38,775, Including desti¬ 
nation charge 

■ EPA Mileage: 17 mpg 
dty, 24 mpg highway 


An SE model adds sunroor 
and a leather package and also 
reduces the price of the 
optional ventilated seals, 
which cost $1,800 in the other 
versions but only $925 in the 
SE. 

The system seems pretty 
simple; two three-speed fans 
in each seat draw air through 
perforations in the upholstery 
and exhaust it out the bottom 
of the seal. We never had a 
chance to test it in hot 
weather, but it seems very 
powerful (and a little noisy, 
unfortunately). 

The 9-5 comes as a four- 
door sedan only. Another 
model, the 1999 9-3, replace¬ 
ment for the 900. went on sale 
last month and is available os a 
two-door hatchback or con¬ 
vertible or a four-door hatch¬ 
back. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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- Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ~! 


IIAltOTEL 

I It 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darot! Jo 
^ Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



Many Villas arid 
apartments for rent 
and sale. Furnished 
and unfurnished 

For more information taH- 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 

. E-mail address 
abdoun@go,com.)o. 
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Enjoy Reacting 
1 The Star Every 
i Thursday Mornin 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
is Jordan 

1st Circle , JabaL Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away Is avattaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p f m. 
7:00- Midnight 

1U&8968 


HomefieHvery 

ForOhly 
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and Radio Network 


For more Information please call 
Orbit Direct at +357 909 5000 
http://woridciip.offiltnet 


fax 4648298 
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CompuWare 
comes to Amman 


AS THE computer industry 
gets into the cross-roads of a 
dynamic new era. education 
and training to meet the chal¬ 
lenges of the ever-changing 
spectrum of information tech¬ 
nology assumes immense 
proportions. 

Since computer? have sud¬ 
denly become a part and parcel 
of every sphere of human 
activity, it is imperative to 
have a working knowledge 
of the latest and the most rel¬ 
evant techniques being used. 
Training and education 
needs to mature and as aspir-' 
ants can he of any age group, 
the students have' to be 
termed ‘trainees' and the 
teachers are ‘trainers* in the 
true sense of the word. 

CompuBase. the franchise 
of one of the leading British 
computer training compa¬ 
nies. is the most suited to 
meet the needs of persons of 
any age group. This was 
revealed in a random survey 
conducted by a market research 
team, which not only visited 
training sites, hut also spoke to 
a cross-section of computer slu- 
dents at two major computer 
exhibitions in the Middle East. 

Established in early 1996. 
CompuBase has entrenched 
itself firmly in the Middle East. 

A ceremony was recently 
held to celebrate the opening of 
a new CompuBase office in 
Amman, attended hy Ansto 
Hatoom. the owner of Compu¬ 
Base International. 

Commenting on this event, 
Khaled Qtaishau the Regional 
Manager of CompuBase" said, 
‘‘We call our branches bases 
and we currently have 15 bases 
in the Middle East. Oman and 
now Jordan. Each of these 
bases has earned its reputation 


by offering excellent training 
fulfillment services. Compu- 
Base's core business is train¬ 
ing. and nothing more, but by 
blending both competence and 
expertise in training.” 

CompuBase's entire training 
scheme is targeted mainly at 
two segments— the end-user 
and the technical user. The 



end-user can be anybody who 
wants to take lessons in com¬ 
puters. while technical users 
are basically people with a 
good technical background 
either as programmers, net¬ 
work administrators, hardware 
engineers, systems analysis, or 
specialists in the field of com¬ 
puters. be it hardware or 


research, analysis of market 
needs and above all, the dyna¬ 
mism of the computer industry 
itself. No institution can ever 
fulfill the. true aspirations of a 
student if the period of training 
is fixed, and it is this major hur¬ 
dle that is removed by the 
unique flexible training system. 
Under this system, a trainee can 
study whenever he/she has 
the inclination and the time, 
and this can be done in the 
same professional atmos¬ 
phere of a CompuBase 
center. 

For instance, a student 
who has enrolled can attend 
a training session for two 
hours a day. say at 6 pm. 
and return the next day from 
9 am to 4 pm. then miss a 
whole week, or a month and 
come back to continue from 
where he/she left off. Unlim¬ 
ited practice sessions and 
free telephone support for 
one full year after the com¬ 
pletion of the course have come 
in extremely handy for many 
students. 

“At CompuBase. every stu¬ 
dent is a customer and Compu¬ 
Base is a company and not an 
institution or a school, hence 
our service stands beyond the 
market’s expectations." added 
Mr. Qteishat. "Many of our 
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software. 

One of the most salient fea¬ 
tures of CompuBase training 
schemes is the “Flexible Train¬ 
ing System” which has been 
invented, formulated and con¬ 
solidated after intense market 


customers are a bit dazed ini¬ 
tially by the excellent training 
schemes offered. On comple¬ 
tion they are more than thrilled 
that they took the wise step of 
enrolling with CompuBase." ■ 


Is your computer Millenium 
ready or not? Find out 


WORRIED YOUR computer 
isn't Year 2000 compliant*? 
Some simple guidelines and 
publicly available software can 
tell you if your system is ready 
for the next millennium, or if it 
can only party until 1999. 

The Millennium Bug may 
lurk in any of three locations oh 
a personal computer, in soft¬ 
ware applications, in the operat¬ 
ing system or in the BIOS, the 
basic instruction set that gov¬ 
erns the computer's operation. 

Once turned on. a PC relics 
on its BIOS (basic input/outpui 
system; to check the data 
stored in the system's real-time 
clock tRTC). The operating 
system then grabs the date and 
lime from the RTC. and appli¬ 
cations draw date information 
from the operating system. 

Software compliance should 
be checked with the program's 
manufacturer, and there is a 
good chance such information 
can he found on the World 
Wide Web. 

Diagnosing hardware and 
operating system susceptibility 


proves a bit more 
MruighLlorward. 

Users of International Busi¬ 
ness Machines-compatible set¬ 
ups might face problems if their 
systems rely on a Pentium pro- 
tessor or an older chip. Some 
Pentiums. 486s and their prede¬ 
cessors. are not century date, 
compliant. 

Machines with more recent 
‘Pentium chips or Pentium II 
processors should have no 
hardware problems. 

A diagnostic software utility 
may he downloaded free of 
charge from the Web site of the 
National ■ Software Testing 
Laboratories. 

The program. called 
YMARK2UQ0. temporarily sets 
the computer's internal clock to 
read 10 seconds before the mil¬ 
lennium and then monitors its 
ability to roll over to 2000. 

Microsoft Windows, the 
dominant operating system for 
Intel-based computers, also 
exhibits mixed millennium 
compliance. 

Windows 98 and Windows 


NT 4.0—and any evolutions 
thereafter—should have no cen¬ 
tury date problems. Windows 
3.0 and older revisions of Win¬ 
dows 95 may need to be 
upgraded in older to elicit full 
compliance. 

Microsoft maintains a Web 
site with information on the 
millennium readiness of all of 
its products. A mountain of 
information resides at this site, 
not just regarding Windows but 
also focused on applications 
like Word and Excel. 

Apple Macintoshes and com¬ 
patibles have been ready tor 
2000 since their genesis, in 
1984. 

Interestingly enough, how¬ 
ever, ■ current Macs will have 
trouble in the year 29940— 
keep that in mind if your busi¬ 
ness plans extend 28,000 years. 

Mac-related millennium 
information can be found on 
Apple's Web site. 

Users of Sun Microsystems 
computers, a Unix operating 
system platform, can check 
compliance at Sun's site. ■ 


News update 


Interaction with the 21st 
Century, at the IAA 
Congress in Cairo 
• The convergence of com¬ 
puter technology and media 
was a central theme at the 
World Advertising Congress 
held hy the International 
Advertising Association 
lIAA) in Cairn Irom 10 to 13 
May. 1998. 

Under the slogan •Interac¬ 
tion: The 21st Century*, the 
Congress highlighted the 
importance of new media, 
mainly Imernei and digital 
technologies, and their grow¬ 
ing importance. 

Advertisers cannot ignore 
the massive potential that 
Internet media presents, and 
some very impressive figures 
were displayed throughout 
the sessions which showed 
that the Internet managed to 
attract an audience of 15 mil¬ 
lion users in a fraction of the 
time it took TV or radio to 
do! So. consumers are logged 
in and this presents an enor¬ 
mous chance for marketers. 

The Congress was attended 
by some 1.509 leading per¬ 
sonalities in advertising, 
media and marketing from all 
over the world. 

There was much locus on 
the Middle East and the huge 


potential it holds for new 
media. 


Microsoft NetShow 

• Microsoft Corp is 
announcing its special video 
software, which it hopes will 
become a standard. NetShow 
3. The importance of video 
on-line is increasing as the 
Internet continues to break 
speed harriers. recently 
reaching 56 Kbps, in addi¬ 
tion to the fact that users are 
crying out for solutions lo 
problems like slow video on 
the Internet and inefficient 
software. 

Accordingly. Microsoft is 
aggressively pursuing a strat¬ 
egy to create video software 
that overcomes difficulties, 
enabling a consistent quality 
of video delivery to users, 
through techniques that can 
he described as ‘intelligent 
software* methods. 

Microsoft is distributing 
NetShow with its upcoming 
operating 
svstein. Win- f 


Microsoft vies for control of 
the market. As of yet, it's not 
exactly clear how other 
players will respond, but one 
thing is for sure: advanced 
video software will enhance 
your interactive experience 
of the Internet. 


COMDEX this month 
• The Cairo International 
Conference Center will wit¬ 
ness the first COMDEX 
event to be held in the Mid¬ 
dle EasL 

COMDEX is a well known 
exhibition of consumer elec- . 
ironies which is regularly 
held in the US and Europe, it 
has arrived in the region and 
will lake place from 23 to 26 
May 1998. 

COMDEX promises partic¬ 
ipants that they'll meet who’s 
who in worldwide IT compa¬ 
nies, create links with major 
companies from 10 countries 
spanning the US and the Far. 
Middle, and Near East. 


dims 98. hi 
be released 
in July 1998. 
• So the dig- 
ijljjl video 
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A PC in your pocket 


IS YOUR notebook too big for you to carry around. Have 
you noticed how notebook PCs are actually getting bigger 
nowadays? It seems as if the notebook PC category has nu an 
ultra-slim, ultra-light form which represents the maximum 
technically possible to house a Pentium II P r ° ce **® r ’ a ~P" 
ROM drive and full multimedia, as well as the 9.5 to It). I 

inch LCD screen. . , ... 

So, what's the answer? Is there any hope for smaller, 

lighter mobile computing? 

Yes. and the answer lies in Windows CE running on a 
pocket-size PC system, which, although not powerful enough 
to display state-of-the-art 3D 
graphics, will still deliver the 


really important things that 
you need on the move: ah 
address and phone book, a 
basic word processor, email, 
fax. calendar and even 
spreadsheet and database 
applications! 

What's more, it is all 
offered in a Windows operat¬ 
ing system environment, so 
you will be using your 



favourite software: Microsoft Word and Excel; Lotus 1-2-3 
and others. 

To make things even easier, many of these systems come 
complete with a lieht pen. to help you scribble notes and 
numbers, and the pocket-PC should be able to identify your 
handwriting. • _ ■ 

This is what makes these small new units so special. They 
bo now the best from .the revolutionary Apple Newton- 
introduced in 1993. but unfortunately never recording com¬ 
mercial success—and a typical Windows-based, cut-down PC 
unit, which fits into the palm of your hand and in your 
pocket! . 

Also, the Windows CE units borrow many ideas from per¬ 
sonal organizers, many of which are of the same size. 
Because personal organize!? offer, only a fraction of whar 
pocker-PCs can offer, it would be a fair to predict that per¬ 
sonal organizers are on their way out and should disappear 
within the coming two to three years, at most. 

Other product categories are challenged hy the pocket-FCs. 
These . include the Palm-Size, personal digital assistants 
(PDAs), such as the PalmPilot from US Robotics or the Leo 
PM1 from First International Computer. 

However, the PDA’s are still-a force to reckon with, as 
they also incorporate Microsoft software and offer two. based 
on Windows CE. so the operating system is the same. The 
coming period will witness a race between PDA suppliers and 
pocket-PC producers. 

There are. of course, some major differences between.the. 
two product categories. For one thing pocket-PCs incorporate 
a keyboard, enabling true transition from desktop to hand¬ 
held applications. White it is true that modern applications 
don't require much more than a tap on a mouse button, or a 
jolt by a pen, some uses prefer a keyboard for word process¬ 
ing and general input of information. The pens used in PDA's 
offer a means of information entry, but it’s just not the same 
as having a keyboard. . - 

Also. pocket-PCs tend to deliver expandablity. allowing 
users to hook up their units to a host of computer hardware 
including printers, scanners and more. 

Regardless of the nature, of different product categories . 
based on the Windows CE operating systems, it is quite obvi¬ 
ous that these units-represent tte/utueo bf; mobile computing. 

These, little wonders areumuchj more thaa.‘toys': -They are 
PCs, which should gain in power and.flexibility, and make 
notebook PCs, for many users, a thing of the past! ■ 
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By Brigitte Donmit 

Special lo the Star 


'"Faith is Yemeni, Wisdom is Yemeni" 
(the Prophet Mohammad) 

AWAKENING TO the resounding chant of 
prayers in Sanaa is like a call for redemp¬ 
tion. It is only 4:30 in the morning and at 
least an hour before the sunlight will break 
throwing its faded light on the rooftops of 
the old houses. The city stretches almost as 
far as the eye can see. It is almost a wonder 
that so much of the old architecture still 
remains intacL unaltered by human hands. 
The houses perch 5 and 6 stories above 
ground, their colour a warm, sandy brown, 
as if they had acquired a mild tan during 
centuries of exposure to the sun. On top of 
each window, bright, colourful stained glass 
windows in lunar shape—the qamarias — 
look out into the streets. White, decorative 
paintings along the rooftops and windows 
' remind one of sugar-coated honey cakes. 

Down below the suq will soon come to 
life. For those who are suq lovers. Sanaa is 
the experience of a life-time. Entering 
through Bab el Yemen, winding narrow 
roads lead through the silk to the silver suq 
where the most exquisite items and the most 
intricately fashioned silver jewelry, daggers 
and ornaments can be purchased. In the 
spice suq the airy battle of aromas reminds 
one of the contests that were waged 
hetween the great nations for control of the 
South West Arabian track:. The mild fra¬ 
grance of oregano, the pungent smell of 
peppers and the sensuous aroma of myrrh 
pervade the air. 

In the qat suq more serious battles are 
being fought. Midday is the crucial hour for 
negotiating a good batch of leaves for a lazy 
afternoon. Qat dealers squeeze in their min¬ 
uscule. barely one meter wide stalls, vying 
for sp.tce with their precious ware, while 
buyers agitatedly auempt to get the best 
deal of the day. 

All over dogs bask lazily in the sun. I had 
been warned hefore leaving of getting a 
rabies vaccine. ‘Too many wild dogs in 
Yemen.” a misinformed soul was quick to 
advise. Indeed the number of stray dogs in 
Yemen is beyond counting, although their 
equally docile- tempers are equally beyond 
reckoning. Yemenis apparently do not 
believe in keeping animals in bondage and 
generously share their space with dogs and 
cats alike. 

Women clad in black mingle with the 
proud >i;ii/’tt/-bearing males while an infi¬ 
nite number of children add vivacity to the 
whole scene. A bov fights his way through 
the crowd with a wheelbarrow on which a 
huge heap of freshly baked bread has been 
haphazardly thrown. Yemeni bread is sin¬ 
fully delicious—always fresh, hot and 
crispy. Later on 1 was lucky enough to wit¬ 
ness the bread-baking ritual with the local 
women. Small balls of dough are flattened 
on a stuffed cloth device—-the mahbaze — 
then stuck vertically inside a hollow drum- 
like oven. In a few minutes the bread is 
ready to be peeled off and the result is a 
Taboun-style bread. 

Driving west out of Sanaa, we reach a 
high plateau where the old city of Kaukaban 
perches high above a cliff- On approach io 
the city gates we sec a silent procession of 
men coining hack from the prayers in the 
rain. The scene transmits to me an utter 


Yemen: A voyage 


through time 



feeling of sublimity, of trust and belief. For 
these people is seems so natural to go out 
into the fields after the Friday prayer to sup¬ 
plicate the Almighty for rain. It makes me 
aware of how much contact we have lost 
with nature and the divine. 

We drive through the gates passing by 
brick and mud houses up to the edge of the 
cliff. From there an invisible path leads 
down along the ridge of the plateau to an 
old palace. It is a haven from the outer 
world, a place of retuge and solace. After 
sharing a hearty meal of crusty, hot bread, 
lamb and vegetables we withdraw to the sil¬ 
ting room where our first qat session is 
about to begin. Reclining on mattresses and 
cushions we have a spectacular view on the 
fertile valley below. The atmosphere is of 


total serenity. Musi of us are inexperienced 
in the an of qat chewing but wc try nur 
best. The session will take all afternoon and 
is above all a social experience. Much chat¬ 
ting. joking and comparing of our individ¬ 
ual "techniques.** Many who try it for the 
first time uill say that it does not have any 
effect, but with patience and time it is sup¬ 
posed to induce a mild sense of heightened 
awareness. 

Our next trip takes us south to Manukha 
and Irom there on an unpaved. rocky road 
up the hill to Hajjora. Dozens of jeeps with 
slickers of renowned European tourist agen¬ 
cies betray an all too commercial atmos¬ 
phere in this place. The shovi of dancing 
with Yemeni daggers—the jtnnbius—-which 
is offered everyday after lunch and dinner 


docs not attract my attention. U seems to be 
all tun carefully nurtured to satisfy the taste 
ot rhe traveller in search of the wilder 
shores of adventure in the lost land of the 
Queen of Sheba. 

I prefer to walk around town with my 
three young Yemeni guides. The town of 
Hajjaru sibTnn top ol n hill and slides down¬ 
wards along the slopes. Until 30 or 40 years 
ago a small Jewish community still thrived 
in the city. Ahmad, my young guide, takes 
me to the very well preserved remains of a 
synagogue where I manage to unearth some 
withered tom-out pieces of pages of the 
Torah among the rubble. Ahmad refuses to 
join in my archaeological endeavours. He 
tells me that powerful djinns inhabit this for¬ 
gotten abode. I nod in agreement With my 


Brazilian background l fully comprehend 
and take these issues very seriously, ft is 
now dusk and we carefully- trod our way 
back to the top. of the hill. Passing in front 
or the village mosque \ spot the first muez¬ 
zin I had ever seen in the Arah world. What 
a delight in hearing a. human voice instead 
of a Japanese loudspeaker. It is a wondrous 
Sight and one that will remain imprinted in 
my mind forever. 

Yemen is a country of rich geographical 
diversity. Uniquely preserved mountain vil¬ 
lages. some of them rising above the clouds, 
contrast with'the stark beauty of once opu¬ 
lent desert does like Zabid and the luscious 1 
tropical coast of the Red Sea. Many places 
of the Tibama region remind one of Africa. 
Circular straw buts hake under the harsh 


sun and waste away in the damp climate. 
Women in colourful outfits work in the 
fields, many of them wearing the typical 
straw hats of the region, others balancing 
the harvest on their heads. Peoples skin is 
darker, perhaps still a trace of the Abyssin¬ 
ian occupation of the 6th century. 

We pass through Zabid, once a great cen¬ 
ter of learning, which glittered particularly 
. under the Rasulide period in the 13th cen¬ 
tury and featured over 200 colleges. A 
sandstorm veils the city from the world, not 
a sou! on the streets. .But, in this not particu¬ 
larly welcoming city with its roasting, 
humid climate, descendants of the Rasulide 
dynasty used to dine in style accompanied 
by their 300 concubines in the lush gardens 
of the city. Even though this graod picture 
. of Zabid seems tantalizing, the insufferable 
heat prevents us from wandering into the 
city's once glorious past We prefer to con- . 
tipue as soon and as fast os possible to Al 
Khokha. a small fisher's village imbedded 
in a nature reserve where pelicans, flamin¬ 
goes and hundreds of other binds compete 
with the local fishermen for the daily catch. 

Hundreds of palm trees adorn the coast¬ 
line. The weary traveller can find a bed in a jy ; 
hut of thatched straw and doze off to the®-, 
soothing, lulling sound of rolling waves, the 
drumming of palm leaves against the whis¬ 
pering of the sea breeze and awake at dawn 
to the chirping of birds and the calm bustle 
of the fishermen's morning activities. - 
From AI Khokha we drive down to'Aden, 
a city which roseto its heights for a century • • 
during the British colonization, when it 
became the world’s 4th largest port Today, 
with the transfer of all major activities to the 
capital Sanaa, the city is m decline. One can 
still visit the houseof Arthur Rimbaud. I9th 
century French poeL who lived in and off in 
Aden for 15 years. 

On our way hack to Sanaa, we can not 
miss visiting thedity ofJibla, from where 
Yemen's famous queen Arwa ruled for half. . 
a century. Contrary to contemporary and. 
modem Yemeni women, queen Arwti never * -l 
appeared veiled,. They say that her presence - : ; 
was so exalted and imposing that no mSn 
would have dared harbor imp r oper tho 
about this. most noble of women. T 
must certainly be some truth to it. Tn 
man’s world, to tirie and control ope Of 
most turbulent countries in the region .w* 
fifty yeans must have demanded scoops 
statecraft as well as an iron fist..- ' •.V-fe«|gS£ 

Unfortunately we woe not able to 
it to Maareb. A very perilous 
was told by many drivers, who were in any^. -v 
rase .not very keen to join .the expedition. T— 
Anyway, not much, seems to be left of the ~r: ; 
old capital of the Sabaean empire. A few V* 
columns sticking out of the sand arid the 
rums of the old dam. The most impressive 
sight seems to be the new dam, which with 
a rapacity of400. million cubic meters bolds 
tour umes the capacity of all the dams in 
Jordan combined. ■ 

The preparation for the reaimio Amman ;■ 
is ndden with anxiety. After ten days of : 
f«reat into the mass'of lime it is difficult to ' 
tottappfogs.of modem 1 life The 
WMwernriiy laid bade and relaxed quality of 
Yemeni life offers an all-too-easy tripint^™.,-.: 
escapism and even though the first signs of; 'SkL 
western imperialism are being felt in .the '-, 1 
nvajor apes. Yemen still remains one of the 
world’s last frontiers. ■ 


* 

■m 

-_-K 


l. 


■ 

• i. •. 1 



X * 


■j; 


v_:' 


V ■«< 


'5,. 




ft 


ir 


% 


c'J 










































